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U*N. indicts Croats for war crimes 

ZAGREB (Rl A L fk'J IJiwh.i/? i./.i.iit aith 
war Crimes ur, Monday tor ituii jk-rsa.iUion «>] Muslims' " hui 
U N. peacekeeper* in Bosnia saiuti<upvi.iti<ui wuh site men would 
be inwlleeied h> the itiJictnwn!. The coins m iliu- Haeue laid 
charge against mi Bosnian Crisis imlydine .i mihii.i general. 
■fjjMHUir Blaxkic. and Dario KmJie. who he.iJs the n.iJtu/ulis! 
Croatian Democratic Union iHDZj in Bosnia Hie> arc accused 
of having “destroyed or removed almost the entire Muslim 
population of the Lasvn Valle \ " «n central Bosnia when (.'r«uu .aid 
Maxims fought in iW’-flJ 1 .. \ ,p,,kcsin.m Alexander h.inkti 
Hid in Sarajevo Eii.il peacekeeping intuit* w*i<j)d fWlinue in unfit 
with Gen. Blaskic and Mr Kordtc although the Muslim- led 
government said “they deserved :u be prosecuted for war 
crimes.'' ‘‘The war crimes tribunal hay a completely different 
mandate.'' Mr. Ivaitko told reporters. "We will continue (to deal) 
with General Blaskic and Mr. Kuxdic js lung as they arc 
established leaders uf the Croatian communiiy here in Bos- 
nia." 
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PAKISTAN CULTURAL TROUPE 
ON THE HAPPY OCCASION OF THE 60 TN 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
OF 

HIS UAJESTY KING HUSSQN 
THE EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN 
IN COOPERATION WITH THE JORDANIAN MINISTRY OF CULTURE, 
HAS ORGANIZED A DANCE PERFORMANCE 
BY 

A PAKISTANI CULTURAL TROUPE 
AT 

THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 
AT 

7 PM. ON NOVEMBER 17, IB AND 20 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS SARVATH EL — HASSAN 
HAS KINDLY CONSENTED 
TO PATRONIZE THE PERFORMANCE 

FOR TICKETS PLEASE CONTACT 
TELEPHONE NO S: 622787 . S246SO 

COURTESY: ^J-P|A 

PAKISTAN INF L AIRLINES AMMAN 


Volume 21 Number 6072 


AMMAN TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1995, JUMADA THAN! 21. 1416 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 
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Monarch led Jordan through turbulence to progress and peace 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

f 

AMMAN — Jordan, which 
today celebrate* the with 
birthday of Hi* Majesty King 
Hussein, had nnlv one school 
45 years ago. two years be- 
fore the King ascended to the 
throne, recalls Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zcid Ben Shaker, a 
cousin and close cunt idem of 
Use Monarch. 

"Today, if you lly over the 
country you can see every 
village connected to the test 
of the country by a road." 
says Sharif Zetd. who has 
spent ail his iifc by rhe side uf 
King Hussein. "It is nothing 
short of a miracle. " the prune 
minister adds in a glowing 
tribute to the King's lead- 
ership of Jordan and his gui- 
dance of the country since 
1952 (see interview in special 
supplement inside). 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
was among the first world 
leaders to congratulate the 
■King on his Mhh birthday. 

In a message he sent to ihe 
King. President Clinton said 
the Middle East “is now mov- 
ing towards a bright and fruit- 
ful future, thanks to your 
wise leadership and relentless 
efforts." 

The president's message, 
among the dozens King Hus- 
sein received, reflected the 
international respect and 
esteem the King enjoys as 
one of the real statesmen of 


the world. 

King Hussein has led Jor- 
dan through turbulent de- 
cades of conflict and struggle 
in the Middle Fast to peace 
and stability that culminated 
in the signing ut the Jordan- 
israel peace treaty one year 
ago. 

Jordanians and the world 
at large are unanimous that 
Jordan and the King himself 
fluke strong leasotis to cele- 
brate frit r occasion despite the 
stanimg and unsettling ass.is- 
si nation lo days ago of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Kabtn. the Kingdom's part- 
ner in peace whom His 
Majesty hi rr.se II described as 
a brother, a colleague and a 
friend. 

Many challenges still lie 
ahead; peace has brought 
with it major political shifts in 
the region. 

Ensuring that peace re- 
flects on the daily life of 
Jordanians through economic 
development of the society at 
large, confronting the oppo- 
nents of peace, securing the 
newfound key role of Jordan 
in the regional and interna- 
tional scenes, and maintain- 
ing the Kingdom's image as 
an example of democracy in a 
region where autocracy is 
dominant are among some of 
the toughest tasks facing the 
King and the country. 

Major strides have already 
been made in ail directions. 

The Middle East and 


North Africa (MEN \j eco- 
nomic conference held in 
Amman lust month demons- 
trated the Joid.inum lead- 
ership's cum mi i mem m eu»- 
nonue development lugetliei 
with ihe local, region. il and 
international private vector 

Apart from the ign.-st to 
enhance Jordan's intiastrue 
ture and the concept • »1 iv- 
gional economic coo,k*i.i 1 i<ui 
that would hcnelit all the 
message ft uni the eon leu me 
was clear: Business eli.nues 
have been o|K‘ned. and h <s 
now largely up to iincsltuv i • • 
take advantage of (lie opjti'i- 
turn ties with whatever help is 
needed from the govern- 
ment. 

On the pohtie.il limit, 
peace with Israel .nnl t lie- 
success of the MENA confer- 
ence that brought tugether 
most of the countries iif the 
region enhanced the status m 
Jordan as a counttv whose 
role and abilities .ue much 
larger than its small si.>e anil 
proved that Jordanians aie 
capable of linne up i*> the 
challenges of a new eta and a 
new regional and world 
order. 

The very presence of gov- 
ernment leaders anj interna- 
tional businessmen at the 
MENA conference bore a 
resounding evidence that Jor- 
dan is no longer isolated, 
and. d anything, the King- 
dom had moved ahead ul 
others in the reuion in terms 


ol international trust and rc- 
s[>cet. 

The King. Visibly ftus- 
t rated by the hardline main- 
tained bv Islamists and lef- 
tists who oppose the peace 
treaty, issued a \tiung warn- 
i ng Iasi week. *'l>viniKi.uy 
does not mean erossine ihe 
.a hievenieiiis «■( the iouii- 
tiv." said the Knn> in .i 
sjHeeh to scuiritv oilieers in 
uli.it was an immisl.ik.ihlc 
iness.iee to the hardliners 
that his patience was wearing 
thin. 

I lie angel with which he 
iclcucd to a tabloid headline 
(h.H hailed the assassination 
of Mi. Kabul reflected the 
King's pcisoii.il griel over the 
k«ss o| his parlnei in peace 

Holding on (o Ins commit- 
ment to democracy plural- 
ism and lium.m rights, the 
King clcarh indicated that 
am containment »»! the oppo- 
nents of peace would slrtcflv 
he clteeied throuch constitu- 
lion.il means 

!*■ till ic.il observers are 
unanimous that such an 
approach i> vital to advancing 
.1 oi dan's ijiicsi to stand out m 
the region as model lo be 
emulated anil not to he 
counted as one among the 
many whose priorities re- 
volve around fears of surviv- 
al. 

The Hood of birthday 
gleet mgs reaching the King 

(Continued on page 7i 



Bomb in Riyadh kills 
4 Americans, Filipino 
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RIYADH (Agencies) — A 
massive bomb killed four 
Americans and one Filipino 
and wounded 60 other people 
here on Monday when it de- 
vastated U.S. military offices 
used ro train Saudi Arabia's 
National Guard. U.S. embas- 
sy officials said. 

"There arc five Americans 
known dead and more than 
30 injured, some seriously." 
U.S. Ambassador Raymond 
May bus said in a statement. 
"This was the work of co- 
wards and will not deter our 
mission in Saudi Arabia." 

But the embassy later said 
four Americans — one mem- 
ber of the military and three 
civilians — were killed in che 
bomb attack. 

An embassy spokesman la- 
ter said one of those believed 
dead "was in fact alive and in 
hospital." 

Mr. Maybus said the U.S. 
office of the Programme 
Manager for the Saudi Ara- 
bian National Guard was de- 
vastated by an "explosive de- 
vice." although other embas- 


sy officials said "tt was prob- 
ably a car bomb.” 

U.S embassy officials said 
the sixth person killed was a 
Filipino. Saudi Interior 
Ministry officials added that a 
total of 00 people were 
wounded in addition to the 
six kilted. 

A man claiming to be from 
a group calling itself the Ti- 
gers of the Gulf called / -P 
to say it hud carried out ic 
bombing to force U.S. trot >s 
to leave Saudi Arabia. 

"The attacks will continue 
until the departure of the last 
American, soldier." he said, 
refusing to give his name. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
vowed that Washington 
would devote "enormous 
effort" to finding out who 
was behind the blast. 

"We have already begun 
the process of determining 
what happened and who. if 
anyone, was responsible." 
Mr. Clinton said at the White 
House. "We witl devote an 
enormous effort to that." 

A Saudi Interior Ministry 


Spokesman said: ‘Security 

services hen 

the incident m determine the 
perpeii.itorsol this crime anti 
Ihe kind of explosive used ' 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
embassy urged the estimated 
35.UOO Americans living in 
Saudi Arabia to "exercise ex- 
treme caution." The British 
embassy issued a similar 
advisory for the estimated 
30.000 Britons in the king- 
dom. 

The explosion occurred in 
a parking lot next to the 
building in the Alia neigh- 
bourhood around 1 1 :30 u.m. 
(0K30 GMT), setting fire to 
several cars and shattering 
windows- of neighbouring 
buildings, witnesses said. 

"It's a bomb, it's a bomb." 
shouted Pamela, a 45-year- 
old American woman, who 
rushed oui of the building 
which caught fire. Others fol- 
lowed her. their faces black 
with smoke. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Israelis evacuate Jenin 
fulfilling Rabin legacy 


JENIN (R) — Israel began 
fulfilling sbin Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's peace legacy 
' on Monday, pulling troops 
out of the West Bank city of 
Jenin to end 28 years of 
occupation. 

Palestinians danced and 
shouted "God is great" at 
dawn when the last 15 Israeli 
jeeps pulled out of military 
headquarters under Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLOJ escort. Palestinians 
rushed in. Soldiers waved 
goodbye as the jeeps turned 
left for Israel. 

"Without a doubt this day 
crowns the work of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin who 
lost his fife working for 
peace." Palest tqian police 
chief Nasr Yousef said after 
Israeli and PLO officers 
shook hands to complete the 
handover. 

It was the first transfer of a 
West Bank city since Mr. 
Rabin and PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat signed a peace 
deal in Washington on Sept. 
2X to expand Palestinian sell- 
rule- launched last year 


beyond the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

A Jewish gunman opposed 
to the handover assassinated 
Mr. Rabin at a peace rally in 
Td Aviv on Nov. 4. 

At a memorial on Sunday 
night attended by 25U.UUU 
Israelis in Tel Aviv. Mr. 

Rabin's widow Leah urged 
Israelis to fulfill her hus- 
band's legacy and forge 
ahead with peace moves. 

"I feel like a blind man 
who woke up to find himself 
able lit see." said Abu Ibra- 
him AI Yamouni. 51. a folk 
singer from the nearby village 
of AI Yamoun. 

Jenin’s 40.0U0 residents re- 
joiced at the departure of the 
Israeli army which had occu- 
pied the area since seizing it 
along with the rest of the 
Wes! Bank and Gaza Strip in 
(he l¥t>7 Middle Fast war. 

Men fired their guns in the 
air. Palestinian flags and 
posters of Mr. Arafat were 
everywhere. Hundreds of 
people look to the streets. 

Mime oil horseback Resi- 
de n Is joined hands and (Continued on page 7) 


danced in the courtyard of 
the military headquarters. 

"Liberated Jenin is the 
next step towards the estab- 
lishment of our independent 
Palestinian state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital." said 
Taycb Abdul Ruhim. secret- 
ary- general of Mr. Arafat's 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity. 

The Israeli army is due to 
start its withdrawal from Tul- 
karem in the next six days. 
Palestinian sources said. 

The pullback from Tul- 
karem. also in the mirth of 
the West Bank, is due to be 
completed by Dec. 10, while 
Kulkihya and Nablus in the 
north, .ire to be evacuated 
between Nov. 2h and Dec. 
17. 

On Dec. 3. the joint 
Isracli'Pnlcsnnian liaison 
committee will set up in 
Bethlehem, south ot Jeru- 
salem. and the redeployment 
should be finished three days 
before Christmas on Dec. 22. 

T roops should leave 


Jordan condemns 
Riyadh bombing 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on Monday strongly condemned 
the bomb attack in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, describing it as 
alien in Arab traditions and religious hcliels. 

The condemnation was voiced in a telephone call (hut His 
Majesty King Hussein made to Saudi King Kahd Ben Abdul 
Azi/ and in comments that His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan made lo the press before heading home after 
a two-day visit to Bahrain. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, quoted the King as 
voicing Jordan's "strong condemnation" of the bombing in 
Riyadh that killed at least six people and wounded dozens. 

The King denounced "all acts or violence which aim at 
harming the security and stability of Saudi .Arabia," Petra 
said. 

King Fahd thanked King Hussein for his "noble feelings" 
and both monarc hs said they looked forward to meeting 
each other very soon. Ihe agency said. 

In Bahrain, Prince Hassan condemned the attack and said 
Jordan and Bahrain were "in agreement not only in 
condemning such criminal attacks but also on the need for 
collective action to figbl terrorism in all its forms so that the 
Middle East can enjoy and security and live in peace." Petra 
said. 


Jordan, Bahrain 
pledge close ties, 
collective action 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Monday 
that Jordan and Bahrain 
maintain stable and very 
strong ties and work towards 
safeguarding Arab national 
interests. 

In a statement before his 
departure from Manama af- 
ter u two-day visit- the Prince 
said that Bahrain's participa- 
tion in the Middle East And 
North Africa economic sum- 
mit was remarkahlc and has 
reaffirmed the need for the 
two countries to pursue joint 
efforts towards more prog- 
ress. 

Prince Hassan also wel- 
comed the relum of normal 
diplomatic relations between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia de- 


scribing the development as 
enhancing and deepening 
understanding between the 
two countries and inter-Arab 
relations. 

He said that the exchange 
of ambassadors reflects the 
two countries' common vi- 
sion of political, economic 

and other fields, stressing the 
two countries* keenness on 
highlighting moderate politic- 
al stands. 

During the visit to 
Bahrain. Prince Hassan held 
talks with the country's emir. 

Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AI 
Khalifa, and other officials. 

Following the visit, the two 
sides issued a' joint communi- 
que summing up the deiihcra- 

(Contiuued oe page 7) 



“jCife Starts M Sixty” 

Happy Birthday 
Your Majesty 

Eng. Sabn Fatah 


MENA summit first step for 
regional development - King 


MUSCAT iPcirai H-s 
Majesty King Hussein on 
M« *ildav e vpt t ■•v.d )i. .pi 
rhal the Middle fiasl and 
North Africa t MENA ) 
economic conference held 
in Amman last month was 
the first practical step on 
the ‘road to socio- 
economic development in 
the whole Middle East re- 
gion benefiting all its 
people. 

Speaking in an inter- 
view with the Omani 
News Agency, the King 
said comprehensive peace 
would open the way and 
create the opportune cli- 
mate for the people of the 


region to resume the 
march to war J>* u secure 
and decent life in the tu- 
tu re. 

The King also express- 
ed hope that the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty signed in October 
1994 would serve as a 
basic platform for com- 
prehensive peace and that 
all panics involved in the 
peace process would 
reach acceptable peace 
agreements. 

Praising Omani- 
Jordanian relations as ex- 
emplary. the King said 
that the two countries 
maintain strong coopera- 


tion in various fields and 
both are totally coni mu- 
ted to constructing an 
effective pan-Arab order 
and a new and more 
stable Middle East. 

He said that the 
Jordanian-Omani part- 
nership in enhancing re- 
gional security and safe- 
guarding Arab aspirations 
serves as a good example 
for the other Arab coun- 
tries to follow. 

King Hussein also paid 
tribute to Sultan Qaboos 
of Oman and said the 
Omani leader plays a signi- 
ficant role in Arab affairs. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli departure * 

Trvn\l / a rfl\ l rtrtrta.thrAiuinn nihirh A * 


Rafsanjani to visit South Africa 


JENIN (AFP) —'Jubilant 
Palestinians took control of 
Jenin on Monday after 28 
years of occupation, as Israeli 
troops quit the first of six 
towns to be evacuated under 
the West Bank self-rule deal. 

The pullback fulfilled 
. Israeli promises to continue 
the legacy of slain Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin kil- 
led by a Jewish extremist 
opposed to the peace pro- 
cess. 

Masked Palestinians fired 
in the air as the last Israeli 
troops rolled out of Jenin 
before dawn in 15 jeeps and a 
convoy of 500 Palestinians 
swept in, meeting the timet- 
able set out by the September 
28 deal signed by Mr. Rabin 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat. A further 500 
police were due to arrive by 
early Tuesday. 

Crowds danced and sang in 
the streets, as secretary 
general of the self-rule au- 
thority. Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
solemnly raised the Palesti- 
nian flag in the grounds of the 
former Israeli military admi- 
nistration buildings. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said: 
“We have to thank the forces 
of peace in Israel, who re- 
spected their commitments to 
apply the second phase of 
autonomy. 

“But we warn against the 
attempts by Jewish extremists 
to kill peace. Terrorism exists 
on the Israeli side and its 
stronghold is in the Israeli 
settlements.*’ 

Celebrating townsfolk had 
already unfurled huge flags 
on the roof of the building, a 
hated symbol of the Israeli 
occupation which began 
when the West Bank was 
seized by the Jewish state in 
1967. 

The departure of the 
Israelis, completing a pull- 
back which began on Oct. 25, 
took place in a festive atmos- 
phere, compared to the bitter 


stone- throwing which 
marked the pullout from the 
Gaza Strip last year. 

Thousands of residents in 
the northern town turned out 
to greet the arriving police 
officers, who went straight 
out on patrol in the streets of 
the town. 

But they tried in vain to 
control the traffic whrih con- 
verged on the town centre. 
Everywhere they went peo- 
ple stopped to talk to them, 
while restaurants were full to 
overflowing. 

Palestinian police chief 
General Nasser Yousef said: 
“We are living a new phase, a 
phase in which we have 
chosen peace and the choice 
of peace is irreversible." 

Policeman Hussein Nassar. 
50, said: “I still can't believe 
it. Jenin was occupied yester- 
day. Today it is free. I am 
delighted." 

Palestinian scouts in uni- 
form paraded through the 
streets playing drums and 
marching behind a Palesti- 
nian flag. 

The streets were hung with 
the red, black, green and 
white Palestinian flags along 
with pictures of Mr. Arafat. 
People joined hands in tradi- 
tional folk dances, while 
others sang out their happi- 
ness. 

Subhi Mustapha. 35. a 
Jenin farmer, said: “I am 
very, very happy. It is so nice 
after all these years to see 
Palestinian soldiers coming in 
and the soldiers of the 
occupation leaving." 

Trader Mohammad 
Estiteh. 45, said: “Finally we 
are free. To see the Palesti- 
nian flag on what was the 
symbol of the Israeli occupa- 
tion. is a great joy. The 
occupation was a nightmare 
which lasted 28 years." 

Kheirieh Abu Hassan. 56 
said: “I am overcome 
with happiness. It is normal 
that everyone is dancing and 
singing. It is a big party." 


Kuwait denies report 
of Filipino ’hijacker’ 


KUWAIT (AP) — The In- 
terior Ministry on Monday 
denied a newspaper report 
that a Filipino has confessed 
to being recruited by Iraq to 
hijack a Kuwaiti airliner. 

The ministry said the man 
was arrested for illegal pos- 
session of firearms, but there 
was no evidence that he plan- 
ned to commandeer an air- 
craft. 

•’When routinely checking 
the luggage of passengers 
travelling to Manila with Gulf 
Air. Kuwait Airport security' 
officers found parts of a pistol 
in the bag of a passenger." 
said a ministry statement. 

"When asked why these 
parts were in his bag. he said 
he had acquired them from a 
friend and kept them as a 
souvenir from the Iraqi inva- 
sion.” the statement added. 


for seven months before a 
U.S.-led coalition liberated 
.the emirate in February 1991 . 

The Interior Ministry’ state- 
ment said the passports were 
old ones belonging to the 
arrested Filipino', and “pre- 
liminary investigations 
showed he had no connection 
with any Iraqi terrorist orga- 
nisations as was published. ’ 

The ministry did not give 
the man’s name, but the 
English-language daily Arab 
Times identified him as Jorge 
Gaerlan. and said he had 
been working in Kuwait for 
10 years. 

Al Anba said Monday ir 
stood bv its storv. 


'Iraqis raid farm' 


AI Anba. a pro- 
government daily in Kuwait, 
reported Saturday that a Fili- 
pino was arrested at the 
Kuwait Airport on Thursday 
after he arrived from Larna- 
ca. Cypurs. 

It said he was carrying a 
machine-gun. small arms, 
ammunition, four passports 
and books on weapons and 
civilian aircraft. 

The paper said the man 
had been instructed by Iraqi 
intelligence to seize a Kuwait 
Airways flight to Bangkok 
and Manila and demand ran- 
som and the release of pris- 
oners jailed in Kuwait for 
collaborating with Iraqi 
forces. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990 and occupied it 


Iraqis armed with guns 
raided a Kuwaiti farm in the 
border area on Sunday and 
stole* morfey and electrical 
appliances from workers, 
newspapers said. 

Al Wutan newspaper said 
police were investigating the 
alleged attack on a farm five 
kilometres from the frontier 
in the A I Abdali area. 

The United Nations lraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission 
(UNIKOM) said it had re- 
ceived a complaint from 
Kuwait border police about 
the alleged incident and were 
investigating. 

“UNIKOM cannot con- 
firm or deny the allegation 
until the investigation is con- 
cluded." UNIKOM spokes- 
man Salim Fahmuw-i said by 
telephone. Interior Ministry 
officials were not available 
for immediate comment. 
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13:00 Snoopy Come Home 

14:25 The Ronn Lucas Show 
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Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

EnnpHcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German -tpealclng Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Church of Jcsuc Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of N aan e u e Tel. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 


Td. 81 1295. 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


04:39 Fajr 

Q5=5S {Sunrise) Doha 

11 J0 Dhuhr 

M:16 Asr 

14*41 Maghreb 

MM -laha 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures be- 
low average and winds easterly 
moderate. la Aqaba, winds will he 
northerly active and seas calm. 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of Cod Chnrefa. Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annandation Td. 
637440. 

De la Salic Ctareh Td. 661757 
Tnraaanrfa Chare* Tel: 622366 

Chareh of the UwrltHf TcL 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/|g 

Aqaba 12' 24 

Deserts UV19 

Jordan Valley S / 24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 23, Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent. 
Aqaba 24 per cent. 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hasheraj 
Rafsanjani is to pay an official visit to South Africa at the 
end of March or in early April, South African Ambassador. 
Musa Mohammad Mowla said in an interview published 
Tuesday. The trip, the first to the African country by an 
Iranian head of state since the 1979 Islamic revolution, was 
decided during a visit to South Africa by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. Keyhan Havaii weekly said. 
Tehran and Pretoria reestablished diplomatic ties and 
rapidly developed political and economic relations after the^ 
end of apartheid and the coming to power of President 
Nelson Mandela in May 1994. After the revolution Iran 
strongly supported the African National Congress (ANC) f - 
once headed by Mr. Mandela, who visited here in July 
1992. The two countries have notably developed ties in the 
fields of oil and mines in the past year. South Africa 
purchases three quarters of its oil from Iran, Mr. Mowla 
said. 


Britain’s Princess Anne on Bahrain visit 






Palestinian policemen celebrate as they drive through Jenin after their arrival there to take over the 
West Bank town from departing Israeli soldiers (AFP photo) 


MANAMA (AP) — Britain’s Princess Anne arrived here 
Monday on an official two-day visit during which she will 
inaugurate a new extension to. the British embassy. She will 
also visit a rehabilitation centre for handicapped people 
and meet with Bahraini officials before she leaves Tuesday 
for Qatar and then Kuwait, the British embassy said. 
Princess Anne's last visit to Bahrain, a former British 
protectorate, was in 1991. 
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Bitter memories of days in Jenin prison Hiescu begins two-day visit to Egypt 

v PAinn / APP'l Pnmanian Prr-sidf'.nt Ion IlieSCU arrivt 


JENIN (AFP) — Palestinian 
police on Monday opened the 
gates to the old Israeli jail 
here allowing former inmates 
to revisit their cells, as 
thousands celebrated the end 
of Israeli occupation. 

Hundreds of residents with 
their children flocked to see 
Jenin jail now guarded by 
Palestinian police, as two 
Palestinian flags fluttered 
above. 

Palestinian prisoners had 
been transferred to other jails 
in Israel several weeks before 
the handover of town to 
Palestinian control, and the 
jail had been freshly painted. 

But the trip brought pain- 
ful memories flooding back 
for many, who had been in- 
carcerated inside the damp 
building with 300 prisoners 


under different circumst- 


ances. 

“I feel like a child, I can't 
control my emotions. This 
prison represents our suffer- 
ing and our struggle against 
the occupation. Israel used 
this prison as a cemetery to 
bury the living." said Jamal 
Shati . who spent four years in 
the jail from 1976 to 1980 and 
now works in the police. 

Between 1988 and 1994 he 
was expelled to Lebanon by 
Israel. 

Another prisoner Hilal 
Jalad. 34, hesitated outside 
his cell showing off the bed 
where he spent seven years 
for anti-Israeli activities. 

“I had to go on hunger- 
strike for 15 days to sleep on 
that miserable board. Before 
that we had to sleep on the 


floor." 

“Terrible memories are 
coming back to me. It re- 
minds me of the noise of the 
keys carried by the guards, 
and the wait for the daily 
walk. 

This prison should be kept 
intact for the traitors and the 
hoodlums are who trying to 
corrupt the Palestinian 
youth." 

Ayub Freihat. 33. who 
spent eight months in the jail 
in' 1990, for being an active 
member of the main PLO 
faction Fatah said: “It is a 
very strange feeling to come 
back here as a tourist. I re- 
member the suffering I en- 
dured with 300 other prison- 
ers." 

His brother Sael Freihat. 
26. spent eight weeks in the 


prison in 1992. "It has still 
not hit me that I am here as a 
visitor, without soldiers to 
insult me and hit me. This 
place should no longer be 
used as a prison, but a hospit- 
al or school." 

Mohammad Oweiss. a 
Hamas militant aged 21. re- 
called his seven months in the 
jail during the seven-year in- 
tifada. 

“1 came here to remember 
my days in prison. I know 
that I will never come back 
even ‘if I don't share the 
opinion of the Palestinian 
Authority." 

Outside the dank interior 
of the jail, street parties and 
celebrations could be heard 
as Jenin residents enjoyed to 
the full their first days with- 
out Israeli occupation. 


Kabul fronts 


are quiet 


KABUL (AFP) —The front- 
lines around the besieged 
Afghan capital were quiet 
Monday, 3 day after govern- 
ment troops overran a string 
of rebel posts near the city, 
but a fresh salvo of rockets 
fell on Kabul. 

One civilian was slightly 
wounded in the barrage of 
about eight rockets which fell 
in the area of the city housing 
the presidential palace and 
the defence ministry, hospital 
officials said. 

On Saturday. 36 civilians 
were killed and 52 injured in 
rocket attacks on the city. 
The government accused the 
Taliban militia of earning 
out the attacks. 

The latest rocket barrage 
came just a day after forces 
loyal to beleaguered Presi- 
dent Burhanuddtn Rabbani 
forced the rebels from a 10- 
square- kilometre area on one 
of the city's three frontlines. 
Defence Ministry and army 
officials said. 

General Qatam Shah told 
AFP his men had overrun 11 
villages and 30 pots held by 
the Talibans to the southwest 
of Kabul, pushing back the 
rebel frontlines and making 
the Islamic militiamen's re- 


Pakistani cleric flays Egypt 
for trial of Muslim Brothers 


LAHORE (R) — The leader 
of Pakistan's Jamaat-c-Is!ami 
party said Sunday that heads 
of Islamic movement in a 
dozen countries had pro- 
tested to Egypt over a crack- 
down that has put more than 
150 members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood behind bars this 


maining positions more 
vulnerable at a time when the 
freezing Afghan winter is set- 


ting in. 

Another top general said 
the Taliban were “demoral- 
ised'' by their defeat and had 
abandoned some positions 
even before government 
troops had attacked them. 

He added that 50 of the. 
rebels had been killed and 
100 injured in the battle 
which lasted two davs. 


year. 

Qazi Hussain Ahmad told 
a" news conference in ihe 
Pakistani dry of Lahore that 
he and his colleagues feared 
that Egyptian military courts 
currently trying 49 of the 
detained Muslim Brother- 
hood members might award 
harsh sentences. 

He said Islamic leaders 
from Iran. Sudan. Turkey. 
Yemen. Malaysia. Indonesia. 
Bangladesh. Scandinavia. 
Bosnia, the Philippines. 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, as 
well as those of the Palesti- 
nian Hamas, had written a 
joint telegram of protest to 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

They demanded that the 
cases against the Muslim 
Brotherhood members 
should be withdrawn and 
they should be released, or at 
least should be tried in civil 
rather than military courts. 

"The (Egyptian) govern- 
ment action is a violation of 
accepted principles of justice 
because nowhere in the world 
does law allow a common 
citizen to appear before a 
military court.” they said in 
their message to Mr. Mubar- 
. ak. 

Cairo says the outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood has 
links with armed groups 
trying to overthrow the gov- 


ernment. 

The Brotherhood says the 
crackdown is designed to pre- 
vent it from fielding candi- 
dates in forthcoming par- 
liamentary elections. 

Egyptian police have killed 
three men suspected to be 
militants in the south of the 
country, in the past two days, 
security sources said on Sun- 
day. 

Abdul Karim Abul Fadl 
Ahmad. 31. was killed on 
Sunday morning after a raid 
on his hideout in a mountain 
area on the border between 
the provinces of Fayoum and 
Beni Suef. I (Ml kilometres 
south of Cairo, an Interior 
Ministry statement said. 

On Saturday Mohammad 
Ibrahim Dawoud was killed 
in a clash with police in 
Fayoum city, it added. 

The third man killed was a 
farm labourer suspected of 
sheltering militants near (he 
Nile Valley town of Mnllnwj, 
security sources said. 

Two men in civilian clothes 
and walkie-talkies delivered 
the corpse of the farm labour- 
er to Mallawi general hospital 
on Sunday morning with pap- 
ers identifying him us Yosri 
Abdul Hamid Fans. 32. hos- 
pital sources sard. 

The security sources said 
police shot Faris dead in an 
exchange of fire when they 
went (o arrest him. But the 
hospital sources said the body 
had no bullet wounds, only 
bruises. 

The ministry said that in 
the first two incidents the 
suspected militants started 
shooting as soon as police 
approached their hideouts. 


Officers fired back and killed 
them. 

Local and international hu- 


man rights groups have ac- 
cused the Egyptian govern- 


ment of adopting a shoot-to- 
kill policy towards the mili- 
tants. The government denies 
this. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Ahmad was sent to Egypt 
from Sudan, which the Cairo 
government accuses of pro- 
viding refuge for suspected 
members of Egypt's largest 
militant organisation, the 
Gamaa Al Islamivah.' 


It added that Ahmad was a 
close aide to Mustafa Hamza, 
whom Egypt and Ethiopia 
have named as the master- 
mind of a failed attempt to 
assassinate Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa in June. 

“The terrorist, who also 
used the name Shamcl. has 
received advanced military 
training in Afghanistan and 
stayed for a while at one of 
the terrorist camps in Sudan, 
where he was responsible for 
training (Gamaa) cadres.” 
the statement said. 


The statement linked the 
two suspected militants to 
two attacks on trains carrying 
foreign tourists in southern 
Egypt on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Eleven Egyp- 
tians. a French woman and a 
Dutch man were wounded. 

On Thursday the Gamaa 
renewed its earlier warning to 
tourists to leave the country. 

More than 870 people have 
been killed in three years of 
conflict between police and 
Gamaa. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhin Halasah 819220 

Dr. Faya Dabtro 759155 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Munthcr Al Oraini 7799 59 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A ] Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcnani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


DtBID: 

Dr. Ai Al Oman 272032 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Aii ram Haddad 985550 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Rescue - 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pobec 102. 621 HI. 637777 

Fire Brigade 61710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PaHie Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871H 

Telephone Information 

(directory asriuancc) 121 

OvcracasuDs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ....7731! I 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekxtricrfy Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 0B-53200 
Ouccn Alia Ind. Airport 08*53200 


Khofidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Maths. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmchani 607071 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajiccn ... 777101/3 
ALBashir, J. Ashratich 775111/26 

Amy. Mark* 891611/15 

Ouccn AEa Hospital 6861 On 

Amal Hospital 607155 ' 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information h supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Mormathn 
department ar the Ouccn AUa In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
S, where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ahivau 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights • 

(Tormina! 1) 


ZARQA: 


Sanaa (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

LTY: Aqaba (RJ) 


ZarqaGovi. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 
_ , (09)900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (M)mno 


IT S Ab " Dhabi (RJl 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (R|) 

Cairo (RJ) 

••••■• ,V. London fR It 


emergencies 


hospitals 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661)11 
Gvil Defence Immediate 


HMD; 

Prims Banna Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Caihobc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital [021247100 

AQABA: 

Pram* Haya Hospital (03)3141 it 


Jrr? London (RJl 

Ms45 — Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 — Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medieal Centre 813813*32 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Aden. Hudaidah (DY) 
Romc(A2) 


CAIRO (AFP) — Romanian President Ion Iliescu arrived 
in Cairo on Monday for a two-day visit to meet Egyptian 
leader Hosni Mubarak and seal cooperation agreements. 
Mr. Iliescu will also meet the head of the Cairo-based Arab 
League, Esmat Abdul Meguid. to discuss the conflict in 
Bosnia, the Egyptian news agency MENA said. Several 
cooperation accords, notably in the fields of health and 
labour, will be signed during his stay. Mr. Iliescu earlier 
underlined the good relations between his country and 
Egypt since the fall of Romania’s communist government 
in 1989. Mr. Mubarak visited Bucharest last year. 
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Ciifer cancels visit to Italy 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has 
cancelled plans for a visit next week to Italy during which 1 
she was to have discussed Turkey's planned customs union I 
with the European Union (EU), her office said. No reason 
for the cancellation was given. The office said Ms. Ciller j 
would fly to Madrid on Wednesday for talks with Spanish 
leaders, but had cancelled the Italy leg of her tour 
originally scheduled for Friday. Turkish officials said last 
week that Ms. Ciller would visit several EU countries in a 
last ditch effort to garner support for the free trade deal 
with the EU. Turkey has come in for heavy criticism of its 
human rights record, especially towards its Kurdish minor- 
ity, and there have been calls for the customs deal to be 
delayed until Ankara improves its record on the issue. Ms. 
Ciller plans to visit Britain on Nov. 22. 
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Israel condemns Nigerian executions 


LAGOS (AEP) — Israel has strongly condemned the jl 
execution of Ken Saro-Wrwa, the president of the Move- l 
ment for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), along A 
with eight other activists of the organisation. In a statement . 
made available to AFP by the Israeli embassy in Nigeria, . 
the government said that it “strongly deplores that the ‘ 
government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria had ignored 
the numerous demands from all over the world calling for 
clemency.” This “tragic event shows again the urgent need 
for Nigeria to act promptly to the return of civilian : 
democratic rule," said the statement, issued by the Israeli 
foreign ministry. 
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Iran tries accused ’84 


hijacker; verdict soon 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has 
tried a man accused of hijack- 
ing a plane on a domestic 
flight in 1984 and is to deliver 
a verdict at the weekend, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
said. 

It said Gholam-Reza 
Vahidjou was tried in open 
court on Sunday on charges 
of hijacking an Iranian pas- 
senger plane flying from 
Tehran to Bushehr. on the 
gulf coast about 750 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al. 

IRNA reported that 
Vahidjou told the Islamic re- 
volution court that his friend. 
Hamid Ahari. "proposed 
that we hijack a plane for 
going abroad . He prepared 
the plan." 

“After a while. Hamid en- 
tered the cockpit around 
Bushehr and I stood behind 
the cockpit with a knife and a 
bag claiming rhai the bag was 


loaded with explosives.” it 
quoted him as saying. 

Vahidjou said they made 
an emergency landing to re- 
fuel in Qatar after the pilot' 
refused to take them to Bagh- 
dad and later flew ro Cano' 
where they surrendered. 


'v-anor nil) 


“Two or three days later 
one Iraqi official arrived in 
Cairo and took us to Bagh- 
dad in a special plane.” be 
said. 

IRNA said last month chat 
Vahidjou was taken into cus- 
tody on entering Iran after 
spending years in Baghdad 
and Paris. 

i 

It said on Sunday that 
Ahari was still at large. 

The. two hijackers said 
they were affiliated with, the 
National Resistance Orga- 
nisation headed by former 
Prime Minister Shahpouf 
Bakhtiar. the Associated 
Press reported at the time- 


12*2 Munich. Aleppo (YP) 

ll*® Dubai (EK) 

J® 5 *® Beirut (ME) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

•J® 1 ** Bucharest (RO) 

London (KJ) 


huaz railway 
train 


depastures 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


pep. Amman 8:00 every MOWby 
Arr. Dumsctts 


_ „ 5KB p.iu. every Monday 

Dtp. Dammcac 


7:30 a.m. every Sunday 

ATT* Amma n 


•too 

New Delhi. Kuala Lumpur (add) 

_ . (RJ) 


5:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

market prick ’ 


S!if Bonit/RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

»30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
jj™* "“mrcal. Toronto (RJ) 


Uppcrflowcr price in Os pet 


« uivnia ( KJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (Rji 

Pans (Rjj 


*-ans(Rj) 

J London (RJ) 

s~ i&TsSsffij 

52 Lmwa(RJ) 

^ b^iS! 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Kuatal Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 } 


p ans (AF) 

Hudaidah, Aden IDY) 

,*^5 Munich (YP) 

Dubai (EK) 

JS Amsterdam (KL) 

. Badtwca (RO) 


Apple 70CV 

Banana 

Banana (Mule am mar) - 

Cabbage .... l 70 Ll(tf; 

Carrot ZRVUk 

Cauliflower 149100: 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 400 ft 

Eggplant ISO? 

Garlic 

Grapes i 

Grape Fruit I8OT 

Lemon 2300*5.1, 

Marrow (large) lOffJjL 

Marrow (small) ..190/120- 

Oliycsterccn) ! 

Onion (pecn) 3 -#W 50 ) ( 

Onion (dry) 2ftf :J 

Pepper fhot) 160n» !! 

Pepper (sweet) I7tfj20 I: 

Potato' ! 350/250 J. 

Radish i2w» 

Spinach ..— SOB]®. 

String Beans 620 / 5® 

Tangerine ...250(150 j 

Tomato I2ff76j 1 
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5uej*“s ter leaves to Cairo for justice meeting 


i ^^nMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 

1 nil take part in a three-dav 

lt Al . . jeeting for Arab justice 

Akba r H ainisters in Cairo Tuesday. 
j£ u,t > Afri^S will UK Ihc occasion to 

i intea^Cf*" f0 f so ' id:lri,y 

.frican '^ PubwWg vanous Arab coun- 
lamic r ^ u , nir > hv 'iws. according to Justice 
a by ° lu tio n . vAinisicr Hisham Tal. 

1 Havaii v Speaking upon departure 
dipioma^^ ^'or the Cairo meeting the 
nic relati 0 C ^ i-mnisier said that the minis- 
' Po^er of V afl «i^eB of josoice will review a 
" the revoinf^t-epoct by the head of a stud- 
M ! O^gress i ,r <*s and research centre on 
visited her* -legal affairs and another by 
deve loped t le ln ihe centre's board which 
year - South made rccom- 

3in Iran. ., ,: '^jendations to the minis- 



* Bahr 

® Anne 


"«rs. 

The ministers will discuss 
ainvj gj. draft unified laws for the 
.Arab World dealing with 


luring wh^H-the penal codes laws on 
ishpmk ,cfi 'At i juveniles, the civil law and 

handTtt, y Sl *-tbe registration of real ^ UJVC Ict;oirailcI,ucu 
2 she Ieav« d T ^- — 

Arab ministers to look into PNA 

ifiittAC |CAIRO (Petra) — Means 
1 Egyp, »of assisting the Palestine 

it Ion Ilievn National Authority (PNA) 

;it to mirc anr '‘ m cairying out a housing 
eration ante * SiclKme ^ infrasuuciure 
ie Cairo- basedT ^jocis in the self-rule 
scuss the conflr 311:35 P^ eSl * nc and espe- 
|ENA said. ^ daily 111 Gaza is one of the 
lelds of health ■ ^ ain topics on the agenda 
Mr- Hiescu of a iwo-day meeting by 
sn his counin [•_ Arab ministers of housing 
tmumst govern^ and reconstruction. 
rest last war. At the meeting, which 
opened in Cairo Monday, 
y discussion will also focus 

cm commitments and 
r Tansu Ciller j pledges by Arab states to 
> Italy during «£ the PNA to provide it with 
nned customs Uf necessary funds to help it 

nee said. No r» 

fice said Ms. (i; _ . . , 

Municipal 

h officials said l 

1 EU countries c ww 

the free trade t 1 HjIVJ 

eavy criticisms: J 

; its Kurdish m 

customs deal ic By Ghalia Altai 
d on the issue Special to the Jordan Times 

22 . 


Hisham Tal 

estate law. according to Mr. 
Tal. 

The ministers have 
entrusted a team of expens 
in legal and civil matters 
ami have recommended 


carry out the housing pro- 
ject. according to Minister 
of Public Works and Hous- 
ing Abdul Ruzzak Ensour, 
who is taking pan in the 
meeting. 

Dr. Ensour said the minis- 
ters will also report on 
developing a database on 
housing and reconstruction 
in the Arab countries. The 
meeting will also review 
preparations by Arab states 
ihat will take pan in a U.N.- 
sponsored conference on 
habitat to be held in Turkey 
in June of 1996. The U.N.- 
sponsored conference will 
issue a world plan aimed at 


that the civil code in Jordan 
serve as a basis for a draft 
law on legal and civil mat- 
ters in the whole Arab 
World, said Mr. Tal 

Jordanian civil laws, 
which were enforced in 
1976. are bused on Islamic 
law and cover various 
issues pertaining to Islam’s 
various religious creeds, 
the minister said. 

Through the upcoming 
meering the Jordanian dele- 
gation will call for strength- 
ening ties among Arab 
Countries und for gaining 
collective Arab action 
against common chal- 
lenges, the minister said. 

Mr Tal is accompanied 
by two senior officials from 
boththe Ministry of Justice 
and the Prosecutor Gener- 
al’s office. 

housing schemes 

directing national and 
international efforts 

towards developing the 
housing sector in the first 
two decades of the next 
ceDtury. 

The ministers will study a 
report prepared by the U.N. 
Centre for Population 
Activities and the Econom- 
ic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
based on Arab countries’ 
national housing policies. 

The ministers are also 
expected to review the 
progress of work on draft- 
ing a pan-Arab declaration 
on habitat. 


Birth spaci ng project goes into full swing 


Municipality proposes to relocate 
Haya Cultural Centre 


customs deal »• By Ghalia Altai 
d on the issue \ Special to the Jordan Times 
22 . 

AMMAN — The Haya 
Cultural Centre could be 
execute moved from its current 
location in Shmeisani to a 
ly condemns 'j new building on Mecca 
ident of the Mo* Street upon the proposal of 
j (MOSOPl.alc ^ Amman Municipality 
don. In a stale* which owns the land where 
mbassy in Nigfc jh e cemre has been located 
deplores that. s j na , ^ establishment in 
Nigeria had tgner. j gy^ 

Nabih Riyal, general 
reraraTa* of the centre. Mid 

sued by the 1*- ■*“ municipality has 
approached the centre with 
3 proposal io move it to a 

~ new location so that it can 

use the land for different 

I tQ/f purposes. But the proposal 

1 O^t is still being studied by the 

centre’s board. 

S00I1 “ j** 51 an initial study, 

and we have not yet come 
ith explosives, io a decision," said Mr. 
m as saying- Riyal. 

»u. said they nt \j L Rjyaj indicated that 
sney landing moving the centre to the 
atar after the P proposed new location will 
take them to ■ have both positive and neg- 
ater flew Z ative results. 

y surrenders ^ ^ posiUve side , lhe 

>r three days move would enable the 
official an** 1 , centre to expand its faciii- 

took us w « 

special plane- r- 


aid last mom* ‘-I 
was taken ,n, ° jfc 
altering j 

yeare in 


sued by the Itf- 


I *84 

soon 

ith explosives, 
m as saying- 
iu said they n* 


ties and meet the rising 
demand on its services, he 
said. 

On the other hand, many 
children who benefit from 
the centre in its current cen- 
tral location in the capital 
could be denied the chance 
to visit it if it is moved to 
Mecca Street on the out- 
skirts of the city. 

Expressing regret about 
relocating the cemre, Mr. 
Rival stressed the impor- 
tance of expanding the cen- 
tre in order to accommo- 
date the needs of its mem- 
bers saying that the capabil- 
ity to expand within the 
cunent location is limited 

"Although the cemre 
became a green oasis of 
Shmeisani, we are ambi- 
tious to expand as the capa- 
bilities became limited after 
(the.muniQipality) obtained 
part of the centre's land and 
turned it into coffee shops," 
he said. 

Mr. Riyal said that the 
centre receives 50,000 stu- 
dents yearly in addition to 
its 1.000 to 1,500 perma- 
nent members adding that 
the number became too 
large for the centre to 


accommodate. 

However, the proposal of 
moving the centre from 
Shmeisani was rejected by 
members and their families 
because they became 
accustomed to its location, 
Mr. Riyal said, 

“The members are used to 
the centre being in 
Shmeisani for 19 years, "lie 
said 

Furthermore, Mr. Riyal 
expressed concern that 
moving the centre to a dif- 
ferent part of the capital 
could deny its members 
access to it. 

“When the cemre was 
built in Shmeisani it was 
meant to serve all sectors of 
society; but it is feared that 
if it is moved to Mecca 
Street, it will end up serv- 
ing only the residents of 
Western Amman." he said. 

The Haya Centre includes 
a science museum, a 
mobile museum, a planetar- 
ium, an observatory, a com- 
puter section, children’s 
library, a traffic school, 
children’s bank and a cafe- 



Spectators watch as a hot-air balloon is prepared for launching from the Hashimieh 
Plaza in downtown Amman. The flight of the balloon, organised by the Amman 
Municipality was made to mark the 60th birthday of His Majesty King Hussein. 
Tbi balloon floated over Amman for the entire day Monday, piloted by two Russ- 
ia aviators (Petra photo) 


By a Jordan Times 
. Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Birth Spacing Project 
(JBSP) Monday launched a 
national campaign to pro- 
mote sound family plan- 
ning und increase the avail- 
ability of modern birth 
spacing methods (contra- 
ception). 

The initiative is spon- 
sored by the Ministry of 
Health, which has spon- 
sored public sector birth 
spacing campaigns, and the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID). 

This is the first birth spac- 
ing project that has co- 
opted the participation of 
the private sector. 

A demographic survey by 
the Jordanian Directorate of. 
General Statistics showed 
that more than 95 per cent 
of Jordanian women were 
aware of modem birth con- 
trol methods, yet, according 
to the National Population 
Commission, only 35 per 
cent of married women 
practice, birth spacing, 
which in Jordan has con- 
tributed to one of the high- 
est population growth rates 
in the world. 

Additionally, lack of fam- 
ily planning and the 
absence of birth spacing 
can adversely affect moth- 
er/child health — women 
who have several children 
in a short period of time are 
more prone to miscarriage 
and death during pregnancy 
than those who practise • 
birth spacing, while thei- r 
children suffer from short - 
erted lactation period; 
reported a 1994 paper o n 
population from tl te 
National Population Cor n- 
minee. 

"The same demograpl tic 
survey showed that m ost 


women would like to use 
(contrac eptive methods)," 
said Ba Jer Rasheed, direc- 
tor of tt .ie birth spacing pro- 
ject, “b ut don’t because of 
misinfc irmation or miscon- 
ceptior is about contracep- 
tive mi -thods.” 

“We ; want to make (con- 
tracep lion) more available 
and affordable, and we 
want to provide more accu- 
rate i nformanon to encour- 
age if j; use," he said. 

Thi j birth spacing project 
is tai .geting three groups of 
won ten: the 23 per cent of 
man tied women who feel 
theif r families are complete 
or v /ho wish to wait at least 
twe • years before the birth 
of a next child; the 27 per 
cer li of married women 
air cady using a birth spac- 
in; » method but may discon- 
tir iue because of inaccurate 
in formation about the prod- 
ut rts they use or the effects 

0 f method misuse; and the 

1 3 per cent of women who 
3 re using traditional birth 
$ .pacing methods that have 
; i high rate of failure (more 

than SS per cent failure). 

Dr. Maha Amer, a contra- 
ceptive technology trainer 
at the Ministry of Health 
said that although 35 per 
cent of married women 
practise birth spacing, 55 
per cent of all married 
women of reproductive age 
used contraception at one 
time or another. 

The project is the first to 
include private sector part- 
ners — 120 private sector 
doctors and 500 pharma- 
cists and assistants have 
already been trained, with 
the final figure expected to 
reach 900, in conjunction 
with four pharmaceutical 
manufacturers of contra- 
ceptive products. 

the four birth spacing 
products included in the 
project are a low-dose oral 


‘Police ir ivestigate 
Jabal Amman murder’ 


By Rana Hussein ii 

Special to the Jordan 1 I mes 

AMMAN — A justic e offi- 
cial confirmed M onday 
that the authorities were 
investigating the dec oh of a 
20-year-old man w' no was 
found stabbed to de: ath Sat- 
urday in his shop i m Jabal 
Amman, but other officials 
have denied that tl iere was 
any such crime. 

Rabi’ Tawfiq Od veh, was 
stabbed repeated! y in the 
chest by perhaps r nore than 
one assailant ii:a the Al 
Tawfiq Grocery ; Shop in 
Yousef Izzedin S treet near 
the Third Circle, i .the official 
source said. j 

The cash dra* (ver at the 
grocery was fc.jund open 
and empty, ti-ie official 
added. 

The official u Md the Jor- 
dan Times that t he authori- 
ties have good descriptions 
of the suspects and that 
investigations -were under 
way. 

According t o the official, 
preliminary investigations 
indicated th eft to be a 
motive. 

“But we a >e not sure if it 
is only thef t. It is possible 
that the - suspects might 
have stolei a the money to 
conceal ti teir real inierv- 
tions,” lbs source said. 

A dry-Olean shop owner 
next doo r told the Jordan 
Times th; it two men in their 
mid-20s were seen leaving 
the shoj j minutes after the 
crime w as committed. 

“A c ustomer who had 
wanted i to buy some gro- 
ceries next door came rush- 
ing in' to our shop and asked 
us to < call the police because 
Rabi’ (the victim) had been 
kilie- a,” the man said. 


He added that the witness 
told him that the two men 
threatened him at knife- 
point and took JD 50 from 
the man and fled the scene. 

“When we entered the 
shop, Rabi’ was lying on 
the floor. He said ‘help 
me, help me’ before he 
died," the witness said. 

Police , however, refused 
to confirm this story. 

Police at PSD headquar- 
ters contacted by the Jordan 
Times Monday said they 
bad no knowledge of the 
crime and refused to com- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, official 
sources also said Monday 
that the investigation into 
the murder of a 60-year-old 
woman in Jabal Taj last 
month was over, and that a 
24-year-old man will be 
transferred to court next 
month charged with the 
murder. 

According to the source, 
the suspect, whom he 
would not identify, stran- 
gled Azieh A. in her bouse 
in Jabal Taj while her hus- 
band was sleeping. 

According to the source, 
the motive behind the mur- 
der was theft. 

’The suspect, who is one 
of the victim's neighbours 
had planned to rob the 
woman because he thought 
that she had a great deal of 
money hidden in her 
house," the official said. 

“But after he commit the 
crime, he only found less 
than JD 10 on his victim" 
the official added. 


a 
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The Jordan Birth Spacing Project logo 


contraceptive, contracep- 
tive injection approved by 
the Ministry of Health for 
distribution in Jordan last 
year, an intrauterine device 
(IUD) and a minipill. 

Dr. Amer said die project 
will provide continuing 
education workshops for 
participants who are “an 
important source of infor- 
mation on birth spacing 
methods and influential in 
women’s adoption and con- 
tinued use of birth spacing 
methods." 

“We want doctors and 
pharmacists to continue M 


counsel women on the ben- 
efits and effective use of 
birth spacing," she said. 

“Essentially, we want to 
give women a choice about 
birtb spacing, we want 
them to continue to be com- 
fortable with their choice 
by providing them with 
accurate information, and. 
we want to make it afford- 
able for them," she added. 

The JBSP had a logo and 
symbol designed for the 
project which will appear 
on all contraceptive prod- 
ucts distributed in conjunc- 
tion with the project, at all 


participating pharmacies 
and private physicians’ 
offices and on all promo- 
tional and informational 
materials. 

“We want women to 
know that when they see 
this symbol, they know that 
they are getting a quality 
product, and that any doctor 
or pharmacist displaying 
this logo will be informed 
with up-to-date information 
and will deal with them 
frankly," said Leila 
Cubeisy, ' a management 
consultant with the project. 


Jordan to form panel to support Euro-Arab dialogue 
recommendations on educational reform in Mideast 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — .Jordan will 
set up a follow-up commit- 
tee to support and promote 
recommendations for edu- 
cational reform that were 
adopted last week at the 
sixth Euro-Arab dialogue 
on the quality of education 
in the Middle East. 

The policy recommenda- 
tions of the forum, organ- 
ised by the Lutfia Rabbani 
Foundation, call for an 
active role of the European 
Union (EU) and 
international institutions in 
the expansion, improve- 
ment and funding of the 
quality of education in 
Arab countries and in 
establishing Euro-Arab 
workshops. 

These recommendations 
will be submitted to the 
Barcelona conference of 
“Euro-Mediterranean Part- 
nership" grouping the 15 
EU member-states and non- 
EU Mediterranean coun- 
tries, including Jordan at 
the end of this month. 

Lobbying from Arab 
countries is essential if the 
recommendations are to be 
adopted at the conference, 
participants stressed 

“The Arab League will 
put its weight in support of 
the plans at the Barcelona 
conference and it can pro- 
vide Arab countries, upon 
request, with highly quali- 
fied trainees." Nassif Hiui, 
representative of the Arab 
League at the forum, told 
the Jordan Times. 

Arab participants in the 
sixth forum held at the 
Hague will also have to 
work on convincing the 
ministries of education in 
their own countries to take 
actions in implementing the 
recommendations after the 


conference agrees on 
financing the plans, said 
As'ad Abdul-Rahman 
director general of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation. 

“The recommendations 
are well studied and prag- 
matic they should not turn 
into ink on paper,” Dr. 
Abdul-Rahman told the 
Jordan Times. 

The forum will work on 
convincing Arab govern- 
ments to adopt its recom- 
mendations and act on 
increasing the exchange of 
education experiences 
among themselves and with 
Europe, stressed Mahmoud 
Rabbani, chairman of the 
Lutfia Rabbani Foundation. 

The European Commis- 
sion representative at the 
forum, Geery Heikens, said 
the commission will 
finance basic education 
programmes, but higher 
education, information 
exchange and vocational 
training are not a high pri- 
ority on its list. 

As far as Jordan is con- 
cerned the European Union 
is ready to finance the 
national vocational training 
package, 

"In wty month’s time 
representatives from the 
European Union will visit 
Jordan to discuss financing 
the national vocational 
plan, which emphasises on 
vocational training," Mr. 
Heikens told the Jordan 
Times. 

The recommendations 
were the result of four 
workshops that discussed 
issues of basic education, 
vocational training, higher 
education, information 
exchange. 

They* called for higher 
priority for basic education, 
continued updating of basic 
education curricula and 


teaching learning methods, 
introducing effective 
research and analysis meth- 
ods to be carried out in 
universities, upgrading 
vocational training, devel- 
oping an education man- 
agement information sys- 
tem, stimulating distance 
education through develop- 
ing Euro-Arab satellite 
universities, creating scien- 
tific networks such as twin- 
ning between scientists and 
universities in the Arab 
region and Europe. 

The Arab educators and 
specialists who participated 
in the forum will organise 
follow-up committees in 
their own countries to eval- 
uate the process and take 
corrective actions when 
needed, according to Abdul 
Aziz Hegazy, former prime 
minister of Egypt and head 
of the follow-up commit- 
tees. 

The Jordainian follow-up 
committee will include 
Thabet Taher, a former 
minister of energy and min- 
eral resources, In’am Mufti, 
advisor to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor for social 
development, Victor Billeh, 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son's advisor on education, 
Tayseer Abdul-Jaber, a for- 
mer minister of labour, 
Munther Masri, presidenr 
of the National Centre for 
Human Resources, as well 
as Dr. Abdul-Rahman. All 
of six participated in the 
Hague forum. 

Education policy makers 
from the Arab World and 
Europe as well as represen- 
tatives from the Arab 
League, the European 
Union and the World Bank 
worked together in the 
workshops to form the rec- 
ommendations. 




CONCERT 

* Musical performance with poetry recitals 
(participants from Palestine) at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art, 6:00pm. 

BAZAAR 

"Marking His Majesty King Hussein's 60th 
Birthday at the Sodal Institute for 


Orphan's Care, Bayadir Wadi Seer, 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Pakistani-made products at Al Bassam 
Hall, King Abdullah Gardens. 


PUBLIC INVITATION 

On the occasion of 

His Majesty King Hussein’s 60th birthday, 
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
/Department of Antiquities has the 
pleasure to invite all citizens and residents 
to visit the national museums free of 
charge on the happy day Nov. 14th, 1995. 
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Monitors report fraud in Azeri po lls 


BAKU (Agoiries)— Euro- 
pean mon- 

itoring Azerbaijan's general 
elections said Manny the 
poll was riddled with irreg- 
ularities, bat stopped short 
of calling the voting invalid. 

In a statement, the 
Council of Europe delega- 
tion said it “condemns a 
certain number of irregular- 
ities and clear (cases of) 
fraud” in Sunday’s parlia- 
mentary election and refer- 
endum. 

The monitors cited the 
absence of controls over 
ballot boxes prior to voting 
and the presence of more 
than one person in voting 
booths. 

The text also denounced 
the exclusion of opposition 
candidates and parties from 
the poll, and questioned the 
accuracy of preliminary 
.results in the southern 
Caucasus ex-Soviet repub- 
lic. 

But despite their objec- 
tions, observers nonetheless 
recognised that the poll con- 
stituted a first step towards 
a more democratic regime 
in the former Soviet repub- 
lic. 

“A very small step." 
French Deputy Jacques 
Bamnel added. 

He said Azerbaijan’s cur- 
rent level of democracy 
meant the republic would 


doc be able to enter the 
Council of Europe. 

Parties opposed to 72- 
year-okl President Gektar 
Aliyev, including four 
excluded from tbs poll, 
denounced the election as a 
farce. 

Sources at the country's 
Central Election Commis- 
sion quoted by Interfax 
News Agency said a con- 
current referendum on a 
draft constitution for 
Azerbaijan had still not 
mustered enough votes to 
be adopted. 

The draft basic law, which 
would significantly expand . 
the powers of Mr. Aliyev, 
required the backing of 75 
per cent of those voting 
Sunday to be adopted, but 
so far only 70 per cent had 
given their backing, sources 
said 

Ballot counting was still 
continuing and official 
results for the referendum 
and elections to the 125-seat 
parliament will not be 
released for two weeks. 

The European monitors 
said there bad been “serious 
irregularities” in certain 
parties' difficulty in regis- 
tering, and the practise of 
allowing heads of family to 
vote for their entire families 
provided identity docu- 
ments were provided 

in one district, two candi- 


ttrock off the list 
oq the eve of the vote, leav- 
ing only one choice — the 
rating party candidate. 

Assim MoHazade, deputy 
chairman of the Popular 
Front, die only major oppo- 
sition party allowed to par- 
ticipate, said there had been 
“massive fraud" 

“Almost all the observers 
from the from were banned 
from polling booths in 
Baku” two hours before 
voting ended he said. 

“Outside the capital, our 
monitors were intimidated 
by the police,” he said 

Observers from the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) did not immediate- 
ly give their prognosis. 

However, a source close 
to the-OSCE-U.N. mission 
also said “there were many 
problems.” 

For example, the official 
participation rate was prob- 
ably inaccurate, he said, 
since it jumped dramatically 
in the. last hours of voting. 

Meanwhile an Iranian 
newspaper said Snnday 
thousands of Iranians de- 
monstrated against leaders 
of neighbouring Azerbaijan 
because a draft constitution 
put to referendum there 
makes no reference to Islam 
as the official religion. 


The daily Kayiu « said 
thousands of peo We in 
Tabriz, the main < city of 
Iran’s sizeable ethni< : Azeri 
community, marched Friday 
in protest against the > “anti- 
religion changes and j omis- 
sion of Islam” in the \ draft 


constitution. 

They urged the peoj ile of 
Azerbaijan to reject \ the 
draft, put to referer id uni 
Sunday along with ■ the 
country's first partial nen- 
tary election since indei peo- 
dence in 1991. 

“We the people of Tat Wiz, 
knowing that our dear A zeri 
brothers are not satisf red 
with this huge treache try, 
hope they will reject or v» ?te 
against the referendum.” t he 
paper quoted the organise Its 
as saying. 

Tehran Radio had a mild, ir 
reaction. ' 

“It is doubtful that by dis |- 
regarding the Islamic identi - 
ty in Azerbaijan Republic : 
the possibility of access tc » 
stability and development | 
would be guaranteed,” it 
said. 

Despite political differ- 
ences between the two 
neighbours, trade and fami- 
ly relations thrive across 
their mutual border which 
opened after seven decades 
with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 


50 killed in Nigerian plane crash 


LAGOS (R) — At least 50 
people were killed Monday 
when a Nigeria Airways 
plane crash-landed at 
Kaduna Airport in northern 
Nigeria and burst into 
flames, an official said. 

“There are at least 50 dead 
and. the number is grow- 
ing,” said the official at the 
Federal Civil Aviation 
Authority. About 120 peo- 
ple were on board the 
Boeing 737,’ he added. 

He said rescue operations 
were under way. 

The plane crash-landed in 


the middle of (be runway in 
Kaduna and caught fire, the 
official said. 

A spokeswoman - ‘ for 

Nigeria Airways said the 
plane was travelling from 
Jos, near Kaduna. She had 
no information on casual- 


ties. 

The cause of the crash 
was not immediately 
known. 

Nigeria Airways, the 
African nation's national 
carrier, has a severely 
depleted fleet due - to 
seizures of its planes abroad 


for unpaid debts. 

A new team was recently 
appointed to try to tum 
around its fortunes after its 
entire management was dis- 
missed in August 
In January a Nigeria 
Airways Boeing 737 cargo 
plane crashed in the north 
killing three crew members. 

A month later a Nigeria 
Airways DC10 on its way to 
London caught fire 20 min- 
utes after take off but land- 
ed safely at Lagos 
International Airport. 



Gangs 
roam Haiti 
capital in 
search of 


arms 


.Guatemala’s leading presidential candidate for the opposition conservative National 
Advancement party, Alvaro A rzu, casts his vote at a local polling station in 
Guatemala City (AFP photo) 


Arzu leads in Guatemala presidential polls 


GUATEMALA CITY <R) 
— Right-wing candidate 
Alvaro Arzu raced to an 
early lead in Guatemala's 
presidential elections 
Sunday but said it was not 
clear if be would pull off a 
first-round victory his sup- 
porters have already 
claimed. 

“We are awaiting the 
results, we are fluctuating 
between 49 per cent and 51 
per cent,” Mr. Arzu said, 
adding that a first-round 
victory was “feasible”. 


even though only 5 per oent_ 
of the ballots had been 
counted in the capital. 

“We are going to triumph. 
We are going to crush the 
opposition in the first 
round,” said Alvaro Du bon, 
a spokesman for the PAN. 


Shortly after midnight a 
power cut plnnged 
Guatemala City and large 
parts of the country into 
darkness and interrupted the 
vote count Electricity sup- 
plies returned in parts of the 
capital 90 minutes later. 

There was no immediate 
explanation for the power 
cut and speculation imme- 
diately focused on whether 
leftist guerrillas bad 
renewed attacks within 
minutes of their two-week 
ceasefire ending at mid- 
night 


But Mr. Arzu was not 
doing as well in rural areas, 
where unofficial returns had 
him gaining 40-45 per cent 
of the votes, and one party 
official said it was too early 
to claim outright victory,, for 
which Mr. Arzu needs ^no re 
than 50 per cent of the. votes 
casL 

A full count of Sunday's 
votes could take several 
days. If Mr. Arzu. 49. falls 
short of an absolute majori- 
ty, he will be forced into a 
Jan. 7 runoff vote with his 
closest rival. 


Early results from the 
Supreme Electoral Tribune 
showed Mr. Arzu winning 
61 .8 per cent of the votes in 
his stronghold of 
Guatemala City and some 
leaders of his pro-business 
National Advancement 
Party (PAN) took that as a 
sign of victory. 

Jubilant supporters lit fire- 
works and waved flags in 
noisy celebrations outside 
their party’s headquarters. 


That would almost cer- 
tainly be Alfonso Portillo of 
the Guatemalan Republican 
Front (FRG). who had woo 
17.4 per cent of the voces in 
Guatemala City, according 
to early results. 

The FRG is led by former 
military dictator Geo. 
Efrain Rios Montt. who 
picked Mr. Portillo when be 
was banned from running 
because of his role in lead- 
ing a 1982 military coop. 


Mr. Rios Montt, known by 
his nickname “The 
General,” has already held 
contacts with smaller par- 
ties in a bid to set up a sec- 
ond-round alliance to beat 
Mr. Arzu. 


Mr. Ami, a blond, blue- 
eyed oligarch of Russian 
extraction, ran on a plat- 
form of ending corruption 
and discrimination against 
the country's Mayan Indian 
majority, while strongman 
Rios Momt and his protege 
played the law-and-order 
card. 

Also up for grabs in 
Sunday's vote were SO seats 
in Congress and 300 local 
councils around the country. 

According to the early 
results, the left-wing new 
Guatemala Democratic 
Front (FDNG.) took a sur- 
prising third place in the 
capital with 6.7 per cent of 
the votes. 

Some of the FDNG’s can- 
didates are allied to leftist 
guerrillas who backed 
Sunday's elections for the 
first time since taking up 
arms 35 years ago. The 
rebels declared a two-week 
ceasefire for the elections. 

Polling throughout the 
day was unusually calm, 
helped by the guerrilla 
ceasefire and a decision by 
azmy chiefs to confine their 
troops to barracks. 

With the rebels dropping 
their electoral boycott, 
Sunday’s vow was the most 
open in Guatemala’s histo- 
ry- 

But many Guatemalans 
were not impressed with 
most of the 19 cmriida i ra 
running and radio reports 
said only 40 percent of the 
3.7 million electorate both- 
ered to vole. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
The smoke of burning tires 
tinted the skyline over the 
Haitian capital for a second 
day Sunday as street gangs 
set up impromptu road- 
blocks to search for illegal 
weapons. 

Automobile traffic was 
light as many residents 
feared beading into streets 
controlled by men, some 
armed with switch blades 
and machetes, who said the 
recent assassination of a 
parliament member stirred 
them to action. 

“We lost an important 
thinker.” said demonstrator 
Joseph Francois, 38, of 
slain Deputy Jean Hubert 
Feuille. “We are not in 
favour of violence. 
Burning tires is not vio- 
lent” 

Francois, wearing a red 
beret, and others stood 
watch at barricades formed 
by piles of tires set up on 
the capital's two main 
avenues. Columns of 
smoke rose from many 
tires set ablaze. 

In the sprawling slum of 
Cite Soled. an angry mob 
beat and stabbed a former 
soldier to death Sunday 
after he resisted handing 
over a handgun, witnesses 
said. 

“If we would have let 
him live, then we would 
have had problems with 
him afterwards ” explained 
a 25-year-old named 
Roosevelt who was pre- 
sent at the killing. 

The protestors acted 
largely undeterred as 
Haitian National Police 
expressed their inability to 
control the crowds and 
United Nation’s peace- 
keepers said they would 
only intervene in cases of 
violence. 

“We try to speak to them 
to calm them, but they 
don’t listen.” said Haitian 
officer Colas Romain, who 
said most people were 
cooperating with the 
searches. “Once you see a 
crowd like that, you get a 
little stressed and scared, 
so you let them search.” 

Mr. Romain said it was 
not immediately clear if all 
the confiscated weapons 
were making their way 
back into the hands of 
authorities. 

Ml Feuille, a cousin of 
Ml Aristide, was killed last 
wed: by gunmen who fired 
on the vehicle be and fel- 
low Deputy Gabriel 
Fortune were travelling in. 
Fortune was seriously 
wounded in the attack, but 
doctors say his life is not in 


The attack gave way to 
arms searches of former 
ranking aony officials. 




Police try to restrain Matia Chowdhury, a former female parliamentary deputy of the 
main opposition Awami League, during a scuffle with pro-strike activists in Dhaka’s 
Fanii gate area (AFP photo) 


Bangladesh opposition spurns talks 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition 
activists fought running bat- 
tles with police on the third 
day of a national strike 
Monday as hopes faded for 
a peaceful resolution to a 
deepening political crisis. 

Witnesses said heavily 
armed police had chased 
hundreds of pickets chanti- 
ng for Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia to 
resign and pave the way for 
fresh elections. 

Pickets hurled stones and 
firecracker-type bombs at 
security forces, one witness 
said. There were no imme- 
diate reports of injuries. 

Sources in the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
i Party (BNP) said they were 
i ipset by opposition leader 
i Sheikh Hasina's decision to 
n ?ject talks with Khaleda. 

“We are desperately try- 
in g to resolve disputes cre- 
ati ed by the opposition 
de mand for elections under 
a i leutral authority... but the 
oth ier side is not respond- 
ing ,” a source told Reuters. 
W fitnesses said there were 
vehicles except rick- 


no 


sha\ ?s on the streets of the 
capi tal Dhaka, a city of nine 
mill, ion, and other major 
cities * Monday. 

Pic kets burned a three- 
whee ted taxi carrying jour- 
nalist s on the outskirts of 


Dhaka. 

Four people were killed 
and nearly 1 50 injured over 
the fust two days of the six- 
day stoppage. 

Police said strikers had 
clashed with security offi- 
cers in Dhaka Sunday and 
with BNP activists in the 
nearby town of 
Narayanganj. 

At least 30 people were 
injured in a bomb and gun 
battle between rival groups 
in Narayanganj Sunday, 
local officials said. 

The strike is the latest in a 
long series of stoppages and 
transport blockades organ- 
ised by the main opposition 
parties in their campaign to 
force Mrs. Khaleda to step 
down and allow elections 
under a neutral caretaker 
administration. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh's first free 
polls, has so far rejected the 
demands as unconstitution- 
al. But on Sunday she sent a 
letter to Mrs. Hasina, chief 
of the Awami League, 
Bangladesh's largest oppo- 
sition "roup, proposing 
direct talks to resolve- the 


minister had failed to make 
it clear whether she accept- 
ed the demand for a caretak- 


cnsis. 

Awami sources told 
reporters Monday that Mrs. 
Hasina had turned down the 
proposal because the prime 


er government. 

“If she does, only then can 
there be a dialogue or nego- 
tiation,” a source quoted 
Mrs. Hasina as saying. 

Mrs. .Khaleda proposed 
that there should be an open 
agenda and no precondi- 
tions for the talks. 

The opposition accuses 
Mrs. Khaleda's government 
of by-election fraud and 
corruption, and says do 
election under her will be 
free and fair. The next elec- 
tion is not due before March 
1996. 

The campaign against 
Mrs. Khaleda intensified 
after opposition legislators 
resigned from parliament in 
December, making it 
mandatory for the election 
commission to hold by- 
elections to fill their posts. 

One BNP source said 
Monday the government 
might instead dissolve par- 
liament before Nov. 22, the 
deadline for announcing by- 
election schedules, and call 
general elections-in January. 

“Many among the BNP 
leadership believe this will 
help avert a worse political 
crisis." he said. 


Kohl presents Li with dissidents’ list 


BEIJIi' JG (R) — German 
Chanct tllor Helmut Kohl 
present sd Chinese Premier 
Li Peng with a list Monday 
of 15 i mprisoned Chinese 
dissiden ts. while German 
compare ies snapped up 
$2.19 bil lion worth of deals. 

Mr. Ki 5hl presented the 
list, pn >vided by the 
London-b used human rights 
group Amnesty 

lnternatio nal. during a 
closed-dot )r meeting with 
Mr. Li ii n Beijing, said 
German off trials who asked 
not to be id fentified. 

It was n ot immediately 
known if M r. Kohl demand- 
ed their rele ase. 

The list included Chen 
Ziming. bra uded by China 
as a “black hand” behind 
student-led, . pro-democracy 
demonstratio ns in Beijing 
that were cr ushed by the 
army on Junt ■ 4, 1989, the 
officials said. Mr. Chen was 
sentenced to - 13 years in 
prison. 

Mr. Kohl als- - o presented a 
plea from t. he German 
Catholic Churc :h for better 
treatment of C ".atholics in 
atheist China, th ey said. 

On the busir less front. 
German compan ies signed 
1 2 contracts, i letters of 
intent and other t locuments 
worth $2.19 bill ran with 
Chinese enterprise ‘s cover- 
ing space technolo gy, ship- 
building. power i ndusiry. 
automobiles and t elecotn- 


munications, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

Mr. Kohl described 
Germany’s relations with 
China a$ "excellent” and 
said there are no major 
problems between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Kohl, accompanied 
by 45 top business leaders, 
arrived in Beijing Sunday 
for a five-day visit, his 
fourth to China since taking 
office 13 years ago. U is the 
latest in a flurry of visits 
between China and its 
biggest trade partner in 
Europe. 

From China, Mr. Kohl 
will fly to Communist 
Vietnam for the first slate 
visit by a German leader. 
He will finish his 10-day 
Asian tour with a visit to 
Singapore, which is also 
expected to focus on 
extending economic ties. 

Earlier Monday, Mr. Kohl 
opened a Sino-German 
meeting on trade and the 
economy saying Germany 
wanted a long-term busi- 
ness partnership with 
China. 

“(The meeting) shows the 
great interest of our side for 
a long-term partnership-like 
cooperation," Mr. Kohl told 
the meeting. 

After the meeting. 
Chinese and German offi- 
cials signed four agree- 
ments, including the estab- 
lishment of a high technolo- 


gy forum, officials said. 
Chinese Foreign Trade 


Minister Wu Yi asked 
German Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexrodt 
to help China fend off what 
she called discrimination 
among European Union 
countries, Xinhua said. 

“Wu expressed the hope 
that Germany would play its 
role in the European LTnion 
to correct some discrimina- 
tion against China such as... 
ami-dumping,” Xinhua 
quoted Mr. Wu as saying. 

Mr. Kohl is also placing 
military cooperation on the 
agenda with a visit to the 
showcase 196th Infantry 
Division in Tianjin, spark- 
ing accusations at home that 
he is restoring the good 
name of the Chinese mili- 
tary that crushed the pro- 
democracy protests in 1989. 

Bonn government sources 
say Germany does not wish 
to normalise military rela- 
tions with China — still 
subject to an European 
Union arms embargo — and 
that the 196th Division took 
no part in the Tiananmen 
massacre. 

They say Bonn simply 
wants to match the United 
States in its level of military 
cooperation with Beijing by 
exploring ways to work 
together on military medi- 
cine or training methods. 


Austri tlian health officials act as 


newly discovered virus claims 2 lives 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Al istra- 
lian health officials and \ sci- 
entists have launched a 1 junt 
for clues to the origins i if a 
newly emerged and deai flly 
virus, which has claimed at 
least two human lives aft er 
killing 15 horses. , 

In what has been a bum - 
per year for aggressive anc 1 
often mysterious viruses — 
thought responsible for 
blinding kangaroos, crip- 
pling ostriches, wiping out 
millions of pilchards and 
threatening Australia’s 
abundant rabbit population 
— the equine morbilli virus 
(EMV) is the biggest worry. 


The previously unknown 
organism came to light in 
the eastern state of 
Queensland in September 
last year, killing racehorse 
trainer Vic Rail and 14 of 
his horses as well as hospi- 
talising two stabiehands, 
officials say. 

In the meantime, the rab- 
bit calici virus, brought to 
Australia as a possible bio- 
logical control of rabbits, 
escaped prematurely from 
laboratories and is poised to 
[devastate Australia’s 200- 
300 million-strong rabbit 
population. 

Another virus is being 


blamed for the hundreds of 
tonnes of dead pilchards 
which washed up cm Aus- 
tralian beaches this year. 

But although these out- 
breaks have concerned 
health officials and alarmed 
the public, EMV stands out 
from the pack by virtue of 
its ability to jump from its 
animal hosts and inflict a 
particularly gruesome and 
painful death upon humans. 

EMV sufferers literally 
drown after their lungs fill 
up with fluid and a frothy, 
bloody mess flows from the 
mouth and nose, officials 
say. 


Expedition 
to the South Pbfc 


SANTIAGO, Chile CR) 

A Chilean military 
this month will - set outl§ 
walk across Antarctic^ 
the South Pole, aiming j 
become the first ” ' 
American 

cross the continent on 
the newspaper El 
reported Sunday. The 
member team was toy 
from the southern 
Puma Arenas to the 
Hills base in Am 
Sunday morning, but w _ 
force winds threatened^ 
delay the flight, said 
Mercurio. The officers 
to walk the 1,200 ___ 

tres from Patriot Hills,;; 
the Chilean-claimed s 
of the continent, to 
South Pole in 50 days, 
biggest dangers on 
route, which crosses' 
mountain ranges, are biff- 
den ice crevasses which at 
only visible - due to' j;. 
change in the colour of the 
surface snow, officials saMfc 
The expedition is the result 
of an initiative by army 
chief General Augusta 
Pinochet to increase 
knowledge of Chile’s 
Antarctic territory, said 
expedition member 
Colonel Mario Pepi. The 
men, all members of the 
army ' s mountaineering 
school, will pull sledges 
weighing around 300 
pounds (140 kilogrammes) 
and face temperatures 
averaging minus 86 
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 
30 degrees centigrade). 


Russian speaker 
scolds party 
animals 


MOSCOW (AP> — Parlia- 
ment's pistol-packing party 
animals came in for a 
scolding for their late hours 
and wild ways. National 
television news showed 
Speaker Ivan Rybkin at the 
podium 'lecturing members 
of the Duma, the lower 
house, and reminding they 
face an election on Dec. 17. 
“Deputies should stop 
boasting about their wea- 
pons.” he said. “Weapons 
shouldn't be allowed inside 
the Duma building." The 
dressing down was pro- 
voked by complaints that a 
security officer had struck 
a parliamentary candidate. 
Mr. Rybkin rebuffed the 
complaint, saying the man 
was hurt during a party in 
the canteen so wild 
deputies kicked out the 
glass doors. “And while 
we’re on the subject. I'd 
like to remind you that day 
after day, the lights are 
burning until 2 or 3 in the 
morning,” be said. “And 
when the guards check, 
they find aides — and 
deputies — lying around. 
Yes, yes. The deputies, 
too” Mr. Rybkin didn't 
give any names. But be 
threatened to unless legis- 
lators behave. 


China finds 
130-million-year 
dinosaur 
footprints 


BEIJING (R) — China has 
found 20 footprints mnrie 
by dinosaurs as they wart 
died or galloped across the 
plains of north China about 
130’ million years ago, 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Sunday. About 100 of the 
footprints have now been 
found in the area, it said. 
The largest measures 60 
cm (23 in) by 50 cm (20 
in), while the smallest is 20 
cm (8 in) by 14 cm (5.5 in).- 
The footprints show some 
of the dinosaurs were wad- 
dling and some were gal- 
loping with only their tnes- 
touching the ground,. 
Xinhua said. - - - 


Land And Freedom 
named Film of the 
Year 


BERLIN (AP) — Laud 
And Freedom, - British 
director Ken Loach's 
movie about so Eogfisb- 
z02u in the Spanish Qvji 
War, has been honoured as 
the Him of the Yearby tbt- 
Huropean Film Academy- 
The academy also fifflwd 
La Haine — Hatred — bf 
French director Mashfctf 
Kassovitz as the best 
European film by a yoong 
director. 
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MOSCOW*(R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, who is still in 
hospital after a mild heart 
attack, resumed his normal 
work schedule Monday and 
{dans a series of meetings 
with top officials, Russian 
news agencies said Mon- 
day. 

“Starting from today 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's routine working 
schedule will be the same as 
if he were in the Kremlin,** 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin’s chief 
spokesman Sergei 

Medvedev as saying. 

Mr. Medvedev said Mr. 
Yeltsin would meet minis- 
ters and political advisers 
Monday, followed by talks 
with Kazakh President Nur- 
sultan Nazarbayev Tuesday 
— Mr. Yeltsin's first meet- 
ing with a foreign leader 
since be was rushed to hos- 
pital on Oct. 26. 

Aides have said the health 
of the 64-year-old Russian 
leader is improving steadily. 
They say the president is in 
full command of the coun- 


try and is carrying out all 
his duties. 

But they also say Mr. 
Yeltsin must stay under 
close medical supervision 
until the end of November 
at least. 

Mr. Yeltsin has made only 
one brief television appear- 
ance since he was taken ill, 
in which he looked weak 
and slimed his words in an 
edited 50-second clip. 

Interfax News Agency 
said Mr. Yeltsin would meet, 
political adviser Georgy 
Satarov Monday to discuss 
the political situation ahead 
of a parliamentary election 
due on Dec. 17. 

Opinion polls show the 
Communist Party is likely 
to do well at the polls, 
which have already been 
marred by a string of politi- 
cal scandals. Before he was 
taken ill, Mr. Yeltsin said it 
was important to stop the 
Communists. 

“Yeltsin will discuss with 
Satarov the pre-election sit- 
uation, the balance of polit- 
ical powers ahead of the 


polls...and widely-circulat- 
ed statements about the 
election law being unconsti- 
tutional," Interfax quoted 
Mr. Medvedev as saying. 

Many parties have argued 
the current election laws 
could distort the balance of 
power in a future parlia- 
ment and some politicians 
have suggested postponing 
the polls. But officials have 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying 
the election should go 
ahead. 

TASS quoted Mr. Med- 
vedev as saying Mr. Yeltsin 
would also meet his senior 
aide Viktor Ilyushin and 
protocol chief Vladimir 
Shevchenko Monday. He 
will also resume regular 
meetings with his adminis- 
tration chief Sergei Filatov. 

Mr. Yeltsin expected tele- 
phone reports from Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev and Foreign Intel- 
ligence Service chief Yev- 
geny Primakov, the press 
secretary said. 


Gunmen with rocket launchers 
attack Karachi police station 
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Sri Lanka’s Deputy Defence Minister Anuruddha Rat watte uses a walking stick as he moves to inspect frontline 
troops fighting Tamil Tiger rebels inside the rebel stronghold of the Jaffna peninsula (AFP photo) 

Yeltsin returns to normal work | U.K. witness 

testifies of 
20 more 
bodies in 
West case 

WINCHESTER, England 
(AFP) — The witness 
whose surprise testimony 
sent Rosemary West's 10- 
count murder trial off on a 
bizarre spin last week 
returned to court by ambu- 
lance Monday with testi- 
mony that there might be 
as many as 20 other bodies. 

Janet Leach, 39, col- 
lapsed in the witness box 
last Tuesday as she gave 
starkly contrasting testimo- 
ny on Fred West’s involve- 
ment in the 10 murders 
with which his widow is 
charged. • 

Returning in * a wheel- 
chair Monday, she made 
two new disclosures. 

She admitted making a 
£100,000 ($160,000) 
tabloid deal for exclusive 
rights to her story. 

And she said Mr. West 
told her secretly that there 
were another 20 bodies 
buried away from his 
house on Cromwell Street 
in Gloucester, central 
England. 

Ms. Leach, who as an 
impartial observer had sat 
in on police interviews in 
which Fred West made 
detailed confessions to the 
murders, testified that Mr. 
West told her privately be 
had made a pact to take the 
blame and protect his wife. 

Fred West committed 
suicide in jail last January 
while under indictment for 
the murders of 1 2 girls and ‘ 
young women. 

Rosemary West, his 41- 
year-old widow and a 
mother of eight, was 
charged with 10 of the 
murders. She has pleaded 
innocent. 

Fred West’s testimony, in 
taped police interrogations 
played in court, said he had 
had affairs with many of 
the victims and killed them 
because they had threat- 
ened to tell his wife. 

He also told how he 
killed his daughter, 
Heather to “shut her up" 
when she scorned him, dis- 
membering her body when 
Rosemary was out shop- 
ping and stuffing the 
pieces in a trash bin in the a 
garden. 

Again and again, he said 
on the tapes that Rosemary 
had no pan in or knowl- 
edge of what he had done. 

But Ms. Leach, a 39- 
year-old charity worker 
who participated as an 
“appropriate adult,” 
appointed when a suspect’s 
menial capacity is in 
doubt, said Fred West con- 
fided in her privately and 
at length. 

She said he told her 
things which directly con- 
trasted what he had told the 
police, but that she never 
told the police about it. 

On Monday, returning to 
court in a wheelchair after 
six days in hospital, she 
admitted under defence 
cross-examination that she 
had made a' £100,000 
($160,000) deal with 
Mirror Group newspapers 
for exclusive rights to her 
story. 


KARACHI (AP) — At 
least 10 people, including a 
six-month-old child, were 
hun when gunmen with 
rocket launchers fired nine 
-grenades at a housing com- 
pound for policemen and 
their families Monday, 
police said. 

Four members of one 
family received minor 
injuries after several 
grenades slammed into a 
house. 

Twenty-year-old Irntiaz 
Ahmad was shot in the arm 
as he fled advancing gun- 
men. 

“When the blasts began 1 
was standing near the gate 
and I saw someone lying on 
the ground firing at the 
houses. I just ran,” he said. 
A bullet grazed his arm. 

None of the injuries were 
serious, said Police 
Inspector Mohammed Riaz. 

At least one assailant died 
in a shootout with police 
following the attack, Riaz 
said. 

Witnesses in the neigh- 
bourhood said rhey beard a 
sudden volley of grenades 
followed by heavy automat- 
ic rifle firing. 

“I beard several blasts and 
then there was heavy fir- 
ing,*’ said Umber Khairi, a 
resident of the neighbour- 
hood contacted by tele- 
phone. “we were temfied.” 


She said several houses 
were hit. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack, but 
police blamed militant 
members of the Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement, a lin- 
guistic group representing 
Indian Muslims who settled 
in Pakistan after the two 
countries gained their inde- 
pendence 'from Britain in 
1947. 

In recent months militant 
Mohajirs have targeted the 
Karachi Security Force 
killing more than 200 
policemen and paramilitary 
Rangers so far this year. 

Late Sunday a new recruit 
to the Ranger force was kid- 
napped and his bullet rid- 
dled body later found in a 
deserted laneway in West 
Karachi. 

Police said nine people 
were killed overnight and 
early Monday morning in 
ethnic related violence, 
including the Ranger and a 
iraffic policeman, who was 
gunned down by unknown 
assailants. 

A doctor also was among 
the dead. Police said Dr. 
Mohammed Nasir was 
taken by gunmen from the 
Qatar Hospital in Karachi's 
violent Orangi neighbour- 
hood late Sunday. 

His body was found sev- 
eral hours later in a nearby 


alley. There was no appar- 
ent motive for the killing, 
according to police, 
although the doctor is a 
known Mohajir supporter. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, who was in Karachi 
Sunday promising to end 
the violence, has sought to 
negotiate a peace agreement 
with the MQM, but so far 
has made little progress. 

The MQM, which repre- 
sents the majority of 
Karachi's 12 million peo- 
ple, accuses the government 
of discrimination denying 
. Mohajirs good jobs and 
education. 

In recent months the 
MQM has accused Ms. 
Bhutto’s government of 
using a police crackdown 
on militants to wipe out the 
group, which is the 
strongest political force in 
Karachi. 

The battle between 
Mohajirs and the security 
force in Karachi has 
become increasingly fierce. 
The militants are better 
armed often using rocket 
launchers and antitank 
weapons to attack the secu- 
rity force, which patrols the 
streets in armored personnel 
carriers. 

Policemen on patrol wear 
bullet proof vests and 
always travel with a partner 
or several partners. 


4 Russians killed by mines in Chechenya 


GROZNY, Russia (AP) — 
Rebel-laid mines killed four 
Russian servicemen in 
breakaway Chechenya, 
news reports said Sunday. 

One officer died and one 
was injured in a mine explo- 
sion Sunday morning in the 
cental, Grozny. Three other 
soldiers were killed and 
four were injured while 
clearing a minefield 
Saturday, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

The Russian military has 
been reporting stepped-up 
dashes involving Chechen 
fighters in recent weeks. It 
said rebels opened fire on 
Russian posts across the 
southern republic 29 times 


overnight Saturday. 

On Friday, Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin said 
Russian leaders were trou- 
bled by the failure to end 
the 11 -month-old war in 
Chechenya and are pushing 
to end it soon. 

The head of Russian 
forces in Chechenya, Gen. 
Anatoly Shkirico, Sunday 
said he hoped that both 
sides would revive a July 30 
military pact allowing for 
partial Russian troop with- 
drawal and prisoner 
exchanges. 

But he also insisted be 
would nor rejoin peace talks 
until he receives informa- 
tion from the Chechens 


about two Russian officers 
missing since Oct. 22, the 
Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

Gen. Shkirko also said he 
is preparing his troops for 
continued fighting this win- 
ter, providing winter cloth- 
ing so they “perform better 
than last year.” 

Moscow sent 40,000 
troops into Chechenya last 
December to end its three 
years of self-declared inde- 
pendence, expecting a quick 
victory. 

The Russian military 
operation was heavily criti- 
cised for its lack of coordi- 
nation and poor strategic 
decisions. 
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Sri Lanka army shells 
Tamil rebel naval base 


COLOMBO (R>— Sri Lan- 
ka’s Tamil rebels said Mon- 
day the army had shelled 
Valveddinurai, home to 
their Sea Tiger naval wing, 
which hod been untouched 
in the latest military offen- 
sive to crush the rebels in 
their northern Jaffna strong- 
hold. 

“The shelling was direct- 
ed into Point Pedro Cape, 
(the) city area, port area. 
Navindil and Valveddinurai 
residential areas,*' the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) said in a 
statement. 

Valveddinurai is home ro 
Tiger chieftain Velupillai 
Prabhakaran and the main 
base of his Sea Tiger naval 
wing, which has become a 
major threat to the island's 
tiny navy on which the 
army depends for its sup- 
plies. 

A military spokesman said 
he did not know anything 
about the shelling, which 
the LTTE said occurred 
Saturday. 

The army appears to have 
ignored the area before the 
alleged shelling took place, 
instead pushing south from 


their Palaly Air Base to the 
gates of Jaffna City after 
almost a month of fierce 
fighting. 

An army statement said 
troops resumed their 
advance at dawn Monday, 
pushing further south of 
Urumpirai and Kopai where 
they overran Saturday a 
huge underground complex 
and arms dump, among the 
last lines of the rebels* 
defence of Jaffna. 

“The combat is coming 
very close to the safety zone 
(in Jaffna City)," a Western 
relief worker in touch with 
colleagues in Jaffna told 
Reuters. “It is going to be 
critical in the days to 
come." 

Tiger guerrillas, fighting a 
fierce rearguard action to 
defend Jaffna town, lost 
some 70 fighters Saturday, 
raising their death toll to 
more than 250 since the 
army resumed their advance 
Friday after a two- weekTull. 
military sources said. 
Fifteen soldiers were killed 
in the action. 

Two rebel suicide bom- 
bers blew themselves up in 
Colombo the some day. 


killing at least 15 people 
after apparently failing ro. 
target army chief Lieutenant 
General Gerry De Silva. 

The LTTE said the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross ship 
Habaraiui was unloading 
relief supplies when the 
army shelled the Point 
Pedro Port area. 

Western relief workers 
said two people were killed 
and seven wounded when 
shells landed near the jetty. 

"We immediately contact- 
ed the army and they 
stopped the shelling." one 
relief worker said. 

The ship was unloading 
food and medicine for 
between 100.000 and 

400.000 people displaced 
by the fighting who have 
gathered at Chavakach- 
cheri, east of Jaffna City, be 
said. 

“The most urgent needs 
are plastic sheets to provide 
people cover from the mon- 
soon rain, (along with) food 
and medicine," he said. 
"The refugees are still mov- 
ing. Around 80,000 to 

100.000 people have 
crossed the Jaffna Lagoon 


and gone to the mainland.” 

The LTTE statement also 
said their most senior 
female leader. Lieutenant 
Colonel Akila, had died in 
action against government 
troops while defending 
Jaffha. 

It said Col. Akila, from 
Manipai in the Jaffna penin- 
sula, was a veteran of sever- 
al battles in their 12-year 
war for an independent 
homeland for minority Ta- 
mils in the island's north 
and east, in which more 
than 50,000 people have 
died. 

But it was not clear when 
the female guerrilla leader 
was killed as the statement 
said she “attained martyr- 
dom on 30.1 1 .95 during the 
defence of Jaffna." 

Col. Akila, along with 
LTTE leader Prabhakaran, 
was among those accused of 
involvement in the murder 
of former Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, who 
was blown up by a suspect- 
ed female Tamil rebel sui- 
cide bomber in May 1991. 


‘Canada spied on S. Korea, Japan and Mexico 9 


TORONTO (R) — Canada 
spied on friendly countries 
such as South Korea, 
Mexico and Japan, a former 
employee of the country’s 
electronic espionage agency 
told the CTV television net- 
work Sunday. 

“I spied on the (South) 
Korean government for the 
Canadian government," 
Jane Shorten, who worked 
for Canada's Communica- 
tions Security Establish- 
ment (CSE) as an analyst 
from 1986 to 1994, said in a 
report on CTV’s late news 
broadcast, 

Ms. Shorten. 38, said she 
was involved in a project 
code-named Aquarian that 
was begun in 1991 to gather 
economic, defence and 
security intelligence on 
South Korea. 

“It was basically commu- 
nications between the South 
Korean embassy in Ottawa 


and the Foreign Ministry in 
Seoul ... Anything having to 
do with the South Korean 
diplomatic (corps) was of 
interest,” she told CTV. 

The eavesdropping 
included the secret discus- 
sions of South Korean offi- 
cials discussing the multi- 
biiiion-doiiar purchase of 
Canadian nuclear reactors, 
she told CTV. 

A separate entity from the 
Canadian Security Intelli- 
gence Service. CSE spe- 
cialises in electronic espi- 
onage, monitoring radio and 
other transmissions for use- 
ful information. 

After the cold war ended, 
CSE shifted its attention 
from the Soviet Union and 
its allies to friendly coun- 
tries, Ms. Shorten told CTV. 
The agency spied on Cana- 
da's allies and trading part- 
ners, eavesdropping on 
friendly embassies, con- 


sulates and diplomats in 
Canada and around the 
world, she said. 

Mexico was also spied 
upon while it negotiated to 
join Canada and the United 
States in the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), she 
said. 

“They spied on the 
Mexican trade representa- 
tive during the NAFTA 
negotiations,” Ms. Shorten 
told CTV. “I jusr remember 
seeing those summaries. I 
know ray colleagues in 
another room, the Spanish 
linguists, were working 
really hard, working day 
and night on that project.” 

Sbe said she was also 
aware of electronic moni- 
toring of communications 
from the Japanese embassy 
in Ottawa. 

Officials at Canada’s Fo- 
reign Affairs Department 


were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

CSE is part of the Defence 
Department but Ms. 
Shorten said senior officials 
at the Foreign Affairs 
Department were aware of 
its activities and eager for 
the information it gathered. 

Earlier this year, in the 
wake of accusations that the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency spied on Japanese 
negotiators during automo- 
tive trade talks, the Cana- 
dian government denied 
that it engaged in such 
activity. 

Ms. Shorten said she was 
aware her revelations could 
result in prosecution but felt 
the risk of prison was worth 
it 

“I’ve lived with this infor- 
mation for so long I just 
think it’s time that Canada 
knows what CSE is doing," 
she told CTV. ■ 


Japan minister resigns, smooths Korea row 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
cabinet minister whose 
comment that Japan did 
“good things" during its 
colonial rule of Korea 
threatened a summit meet- 
ing between the two nations 
announced his resignation 
Monday. 

In a news conference 
broadcast live on television, 
Takami Eto, head of the 
Management and Coondi- 
nation Agency, said: “I have 
submitted my resignation to 
Prime Minister (Tomiichi) 
Murayama.” 

In Seoul, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Suh Dae-Won 
welcomed Mr. Eto's resig- 
nation and told reporters it 
was “a natural step for rela- 
tions between Korea and 
Japan". 

Mr. Eto had come under 
increasing pressure at home 
and from Seoul to step 
down for remarks he made 
iast month during an off- 
the-record briefing with 
Japanese reporters favou- 
rably describing Japan’s 
1910-45 colonial rule of 
Korea. 

Only hours before bis 


announcement. South Ko- 
rea had refused to budge 
from its stand that unless 
Eto resigned or was fired it 
would cancel a bilateral 
summit scheduled for later 
this week between President 
Kim Young- Sam and Mr. 
Murayama. 

The meeting is due to take 
place on Nov. IS during the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation (APEC) forum 
summit meeting in Osaka, 
western Japan. 

The hastily arranged news 
conference at which Mr. Eto 
announced his resignation 
followed meetings with Mr. 
Murayama and with Trade 
Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto, who is leader of Mr. 
Eto’s party, the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

“I cannot continue giving 
you trouble by remaining in 
the post," Kyodo News 
Service quoted Mr. Eto as 
telling Mr. Hashimoto. 

Earlier in the day, the 
main opposition Shinshimo 
(New Frontier Party) had 
submitted to parliament's 
lower house a no-confi- 
dence motion against Mr. 


Eto. 

The Eto furore erupted 
last week when the contents 
of his briefing were 
revealed in the South 
Korean press. 

“During the colonial peri- 
od, Japan also did good 
things,” Mr. Eto told re- 
porters during the briefing. 

“It erected schools and 
universities and substantial- 
ly raised the level of educa- 
tion, laid 5,000 kilometres 
of railroads, conducted irri- 
gation, improved port facili- 
ties and planted trees in the 
hills,” he said. 

Mr. Eto gave the briefing 
at the height of a row set off 
by a statement by Mr. 
Murayama in parliament 
that the 1910 treaty by 
which Japan annexed Korea 
was technically valid 

Many historians say Japan 
forced the treaty on a weak 
Korean government. 

The Asahi Shimbun news- 
paper said Mr. Eto remarked 
in the briefing that Mr. 
Murayama was wrong to 
say the treaty was forced. 

“If we start saying that 
Japan's annexation of Korea 


was invalid, (many other) 
treaties will become invalid 
It was an era when weak 
countries were beaten like 
that, so it was just too bad” 
the Asahi quoted Mr. Eto as 
saying. 

Mr. Murayama defused 
the row over his remarks 
when he issued a “clarifica- 
tion" saying the two coun- 
tries were on an “unequal 
footing" when the treaty 
was signed. 

The day after the row over 
Mr. Eto’s remarks broke, 
the minister tried to placate 
South Korea by withdraw- 
ing his comments and apol- 
ogising for hurting the feel- 
ings of Koreans. 

“Although it was off the 
record, I regret it caused a 
misunderstanding ” Mr. Eto 
said. 

Bqt South Korea refused 
to accept anything short of 
Mr. Eto’s resignation or dis- 
missal, even cancelling at 
the last minute a proposed 
visit to Seoul last weekend 
by Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yobei Kono. 


Commonwealth sharpens ‘cutting edge’ on rights 


AUCKLAND (R) — The 
Commonwealth's lop offi- 
cial said Monday it had 
sharpened its “cutting edge" 
on human rights at a land- 
mark summit that saw the 
disgrace and suspension of 
Nigeria. 

Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Tom Ikimi accused the 
Commonwealth of violating 
its own democratic princi- 
ples and putting its survival 
at risk. 

But leaders of the 52- 
member body said it had 
passed a demanding credi- 
bility test by punishing 
Nigeria, which spumed 
pleas for clemency and 
hanged nine human rights 
activists on the very day the 
summit opened last Friday. 

Commonwealth 


Secretary-General Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku said the 
organisation was berter 
equipped to enforce the 
principles of good govern- 
ment, enshrined in its 1991 
Harare Declaration. 

“Harare 1991 provided 
the Commonwealth with its 
mission statement. Auck- 
land in 1995 has provided 
the cutting edge," he told a 
news conference ar the 
close of the meeting. 

Leaders set up an action 
group of foreign ministers 
from eight countries — 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Ghana, Canada, Malaysia, 
Jamaica, New Zealand and 
Britain — to monitor 
human rights in errant states 
and formulate a 
Commonwealth response. 


“I think it is something 
that could develop consider- 
able clout and strength,” 
New Zealand Foreign 
Minister Don McKinnon 
told reporters. 

“We would want to hear 
from the people of Nigeria 
themselves, those in power, 
what steps they envisage in 
response to (he punishment, 
or the suspension, that has 
been derided upon by the 
meeting here," Zimbab- 
wean President Robert 
Mugabe said. 

Nigeria’s Ikimi accused 
the Commonwealth, which 
groups Britain and its for- 
mer colonies, of interfering 
in the internal affairs of 
member states. 

“The impact of this deci- 
sion on Nigeria will be far- 


reaching. There is no ques- 
tion < that the Common- 
wealth has taken a big gam- 
ble,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

“This kind of gross abuse 
of the Harare principles, in 
its enforcement, is bound to 
subvert the sovereignty of 
member states and thereby 
threaten the very existence 
of the Commonwealth.” 

British Overseas Develop- 
ment Minister Lynda Chai- 
ker rejected' Mr. Drimi’s 
charge that the Common- 
wealth had picked on Ni- 
geria unfairly. 

Member states gave 
Nigeria two years — until 
their next meeting in Britain 
in 1997 — to dean up its 
act or face outright expul- 
sion. 
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King leads people 
into era of peace 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's 60th birthday is a very 
special occasion to pay tribute to the Monarch for his 
achievements during 43 years at the helm, tt is no accident 
that the King has continued to reign for so many decades 
while many world leaders have come and gone from the 
scene. King Hussein survived in a region fraught with 
turmoil and upheavals because of his wise and statesmanlike 
leadership. Above all, it was his special personal attributes, 
his compassion and steadfastness that won him the love of 
his people and enabled him to successfully steer the country 
and to lead its people through one challenge after the other. 

The King's glorious rule has been a perpetual struggle for 
the creation of a modern Jordan on the ashes of a divided 
Middle East that his great grandfather, Sharif Hussein of 
Mecca, aspired to liberate from under the yoke of colonial- 
ism and unite under one banner. The principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt set into motion by Sharif Hussein were the 
pillars on which the King's grandfather. King Abdullah, 
used to salvage what he was able to salvage from the designs 
of the great powers of the time against the peoples and 
countries of the region. 

Ascending to the throne as a young man, when young men 
of his age were still pursuing the joys of tender years, 
strengthened King Hussein's dedication and determination 
rather than weakened his resolve to continue on the path set 
for him by King Abdullah. The Palestinian conflict had just 
started to take its toll on all the countries and peoples of 
Greater Syria when the young King Hussein and the 
Jordanian people found themselves in the forefront of Arab 
efforts to save Palestine and deal with an emerging powerful 
neighbour. 

One of the King's first bold steps was to Arabise the 
Jordanian Armed Forces in 1956, until then under British 
command. In retrospect, that historic nationalist step would 
have cost the Country and the King a great dead had the King 
not acted promptly and mobilised the country solidly behind 
him. The removal of the British from the army was a great 
feat that compensated the country and its leadership for the 
loss of the Kingdom's founder. King Abdullah, whose 
assassination in 1951, was a national tragedy that left deep 
wounds in the minds and hearts of King Hussein and his 
people. 

Through the turbulent 1950s, the uncertainty of the 1960s 
and the eventful 1970s, the King and country had to endure 
conspiracies, externa] challenges and regional upheavals 
that all ended up cementing the foundations of the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom rather than weakening them. There were also 
many happy events throughout those agonising transitions. 
A country that in the 1950s had barely any road or high 
school and which was totally dependent on foreign aid has 
been transformed into a developed state enjoying a high 
level of self-reliance. Nothing sustained the King most, and 
provided him with pride and joy more than the love and 
dedication of his people. The best expression of this 
overwhelming support was manifested when the King 
returned from surgery in the U.S- three years ago and the 
people went into the streets in a show of total afTection. 
Wave after wave of Jordanians poured into Amman all day 
long to receive and salute their sovereign on his arrival and 
to show their love to him. That was a magnificent and 
outstanding demonstration of the unity of the country 
behind its leader. 

Peace with Israel must be one of the dearest accomplish- 
ments to the King's heart. He has made dear in many 
occasions that peace is the gate to the birth of a new Jordan 
that should now embark on a new national effort to build for 
the new generations. The King would probably like to be 
remembered most for his personal contributions to peace in 
the area. The greater majority of the people who stood with 
him and behind him throughout the difficult negotiations 
with Israel gave the hest expression of a country united 
behind him its King in his quest for peace for the whole 
region. The best birthday present that Jordanians can 
provide their King with is to show that they are solidly 
behind in peace as in war because as he said recently war is 
only about death but peace is. life itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i daily accused the U.S. administra- 
tion of following in the footsteps of the old European 
policies in dealing with the Middle Eastern countries in 
such a way as to keep them weak and poor. Following the 
policies of Henry Kissinger and Mettemich. the Austrian 
chancellor of the 19th century, the U.S. administration is 
keen on keeping Middle Eastern countries — namely Iraq 
and Iran — feeble and constituting no threat to Washing- 
ton's interests, said Tareq Mosarweh. Washington is bent 
on tightening sanctions on Iran but not interetsed in 
roppling the Tehran regime, and likewise, it is determined 
to keep sanctions on Iraq but not interested in toppling the 
Iraqi regime. It is Washington's intention to contain and 
reduce the power of these two Middle Eastern nations, 
rendering their oil wealth and vast resources of water 
useless, continued the writer. By so doing. Washington is 
following what it calls the duai containment policy that 
keeps the Iranians and the Iraqis weak and unable to 
develop militarily, politically or socially, said the writer, 
who stressed that such a policy is considered as a 
punishment to the people, not the rulers of these countries. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour said Shimon Peres is certain 
to remain prime minister of Israel until at least the coming 
Israeli elections, a whole year from now; and a great deal of 
work has to be done if his Labour Party is to remain in 
power. Taher Adwan said thal Mr. Peres has a choice of 
directing his whole attention towards winning the elections 
and so lose the chance of achieving a comprehensive peace, 
or towards reaching a settlement with Syria and Lebanon 
and fulfilling the provisions of the Oslo agreement with the 
Palestinians, If Mr. Peres neglects the peace process and 
directs his attention solely to the election campaigns, he 
will risk appearing as an impotent politician liable to fall 
under rhe ferocious onslaught of the extreme right, warned 
the writer. He said Mr. Peres has a whole year to 
accomplish the aspired comprehensive peace in this region, 
and it is hoped that he will be able to achieve that goal. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The quality of nationhood, the 
bounty of birthday presents 


IT IS not merely coincidental that His Majesty King 
Hussein should have delivered one of his strongest critic- 
isms and angriest warnings to domestic political forces 
during week of his 60th birthday. T would argue that this 
reflects the fact that we are witnessing these days two 
parallel developments that speak much about where wc 
have come from, where we are heading and what we need 
to do to continue the joumey in a constructive manner. 

The first development — often taken for granted— is 
the general success of Jordanian statehood under the 
leadership of King Hussein. The second development is the 
incipient transformation of Jordan from a 2Uth to a 21st 
century state, from rhe tribal confederation that it was 
when it was bom in the 192Us and 1940s. to the modernis- 
ing. globalising, urban consumer society of today. The 
obvious success of King Hussein's nation-building life 
mission, ironically, has also brought to the fore the 
challenges of transition and transformation that characte- 
rise Jordanian society today — whether that transition is 
from war to peace, from enlightened patriarchy to more 
participatory democracy, or from statist economics to the 
global free market. 

The genuine love and appreciation that Jordanians hold 
for rhe King are being manifested again this week during 
celebrations of his 60th birthday. I would suggest that the 
true measure of our affection for King Hussein should not 
be denominated only in the personal praise that we 
express, but also in substantiating and giving greater life to' 
the principles and values that he has always adhered to and 
fostered during his lifetime as a leader. This gels us into 
interesting but also complex territory. 

We are challenged to define and thus to understand 
those values and principles if we are to successfully 
navigate Jordan into the future we aspire to. King Hussin's 
60th birthday, in this light, is much more than a celebration 
of his personal life. It is an opportunity for constructive and 
honest national stock-taking. 

Two things seem very clear at this milestone in modern 
Jordanian history: a) the ways of the recent past have been 
rather successful for the majority of Jordanians, especially 
when we compare ourselves with most other Arab coun- 
tries. and. b) the ways of the past are probably insufficient 
to meet the challenges of the future. Stock-taking has a 
self-congratulatory element in it that we should neither 
ignore nor demean. It is healthy and satisfying to feel good 
about one's self and one's achievements. Jordan has much 
to take pride in. which is why hundreds of thousands of 
ordinary people take to the streets to spontaneously 
express their appreciation for king and country. 


_ , . , - HYrorcisc in nation- maintained and further modernised is our big challenge 

Bui stock-taking, as a consiru dimension. today — it is also the reason the King chastised some 

L” h “ lojenore o^' deny o"r elements in “oeiety Inst week whom he saw as 


ouiiumg. ^ To j enore or deny our dements in society last week wnorn ne saw as working 

Our achievements should not t order to meet foe against the traditional strengths of Jordanian social and 
weaknesses or our need to change in oraer io meei me ***■ . 

challenges of this new era. The process of wholesale political culture. 


national transformation that we arc now experiencing tends 
to highlight the areas where we need to modernise, expand 
or strengthen our existing institutions and ways of doing 
things. The most important focus in this respect is probably 
on decision-making, which broadly means the manner in 
which wc conduct domestic political life. - 

When King Hussein last week strongly admonished 
elements in the press, foe professional associations and 
political circles. I thought it was very interesting that an 
underlying motif of the King's remarks was that of national 
transformation and modernisation. It is perhaps ironic to 
some that during this decade of tumultuous domestic, 
regional and global events, the monarch himself should be 

a perhaps the — primary motivator for change in 

Jordan. He scolded some of his critics last week not 
because they wanted to change the prevailing Jordanian 
system, but rather because he saw them as retarding or 
obstructing change for the better. 

The -contentious issues in Jordan today tend to levolve 
around sectors where change is both brisk and broadly 
based, .notably peace-making and normalisation with 
Israel: this issue directly touches on the roles of domestic 
institutions in political decision-making, such as the press, 
the parties and the professional associations. The vast 
majority of Jordanians — whether silent or not — clearly 
accepts the general policy of the government, though a 
minoritv opposes it or wants it modified. The big question 
we face' is: how can we complete the transition from the 
centralised decision-making ways of the past to decision- 
making in a new. more participatory, decentralised and 
pluralistic context? How can we best adapt the successful 
national values and achievements of the last half a century 
to rhe new needs of the coming decades? 

The two central principles or values that have underpin- 
ned our impressive national march since mid-century are 
social solidarity and political consensus, both of which have 
allowed us to’ direct our limited natural and economic 
resources into sustained human development. 1 believe that 
history will judge King Hussein's paramount personal 
achievement to have been his capacity to channel our 
traditional legacy of social solidarity and political consensus 
into a momentum for modernisation, national identity, 
state-building and improved personal wellbeing for the vast 
majority of Jordanians. How this momentum can he 
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Nigerian gotterdammerung 


By G wynne Dyer 


GENERAL SANI Abacba, 
the Nigerian military dicta- 
tor, has clearly decided that 
be has waded so deeply in 
the blood of his follow- 
citizens that it is' safer to go 
forward than to turn back. 
The problem is that Acre is 
no far shore. 

Mr. Abacha’s decision to 
hang writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other minority- 
rights activists at the very 
moment when the 52- 
country Commonwealth 
summit was taking place in 
New Zealand was a calcu- 
lated act of defiance. Go 
ahead; suspend Nigeria 
from the Commonwealth if 
you like; embargo our oil 
exports if you dare. You 
cannot frighten me or sway 
me. 

From Mr. Abacha's per- 
sonal point of view, this 
makes perfecty good sense. 
There can be no well- 
padded retirement for him, 
as there was for Nigeria's 
previous five military rul- 
ers. The country’s patience 
is exhausted, and be has 
killed, jailed or exiled too 
many members of the elite 
to expect fotgiveness. 

But behind Mr. Abacha's 
bold front, there is a whiff 
of gotterdammerung. Like 
Hitler in his bunker, he 
seems to have decided that 
if he is going down, be is 
taking the whole nation 
with him. And it is that 
egomaniacal willingness to 
wreck Africa's biggest 
country that finally moved 
even South Africa’s Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela to 
back sanctions against him. 

South Africa has tried 
hard to avoid being drawn 
into the internal politics of 
other African countries since 
the fall of apartheid, for 
there was far too much of 
that in the era of white 


minority rule. But Mr. 
Mandela could not ignore 
the growing probability of a 
cataclysmic Nigerian civil 
war that would destabilise a 
dozen other countries in 
West and Central Africa. 

“It is my own country 
which has the most danger- 
ous negative potential at 
the moment,” said Nobel 
Prize-Winner writer Wole 
Soyinka last July, explain- 
ing his role in founding a 
National Salvation Council 
that operates as Nigeria's 
govcmment-in-exile . 

No Nigerian regime, 
however brutal and cor- 
rupt, has ever faced such an 
open challenge to its legi- 
timacy before. Nigerians, 
having suffered through 
one civil war over Biafran 
secession 30 years ago, are 
very anxious to avoid 
another. But now the situa- 
tion is too urgent for any- 
thing less: as Soyinka says, 
“Nigeria has become a re- 
gional menace, a continen- 
tal menance.” 

He is not overstating the 
case. "Africa -=*- or more 
precisely, a belt Of African 
territory stretching from 
Nigeria and Liberia in the 
west to Somalia in the east 
— is already home to most 
of the world's remaining 
wan. And Nigeria, with 
over 100 million people, is 
dead centre in that fracture 
zone. 

In southern Africa, 
where the struggle against 
colonialism and racism 
lasted decades longer than 
it did up north, the wars are 
over at last and the coun- 
tries are slowly on the 
mend. But up in the frac- 
ture zone many govern- 
ments are in virtual col- 
lapse, unable to provide 
even basic services to their 
peoples. 

The wars that erupt when 
national governments in 


this part of Africa lose con- 
trol — as in Sudan, Burun- 
di, Liberia, Somalia Sierra 
Leone and Rwanda — 
generally involve ethnic 
genocide, famines, and enor- 
mous waves of refugees. 
And it's getting worse; in 
two recent wars up to 15 per 
cent of the population has 
died, and up to half the 
survivors fled across the 
frontiers. 

It's bad enough when this 
happens to little countries 
like Rwanda and Liberia. If 
anything of this sort were to 


happen in Nigeria, which 
contains one-fifth of Afri- 


ca's entire population it 
would be the worst human 
tragedy since World War II. 

And it could happen in 
Nigeria. The country made 
a valiant effort to escape its 
fate in the 1993 elections, 
the freest and fairest in 
Nigeria's history, when 
Nigerians broke with tradi- 
tion and voted across ethnic 
and religious lines to elect a 
civilian president. Moshood 
Abiola. But the army was ' 
not finished looting the 
country, so it cancelled the 
elections, jailed Abiola. 
and brought General 
Abacha to power. 

To the extent that he 
represents anybody but the 
military kleptocracy, Mr. 
Abacha is the front-man for 
the traditional northern 
aristocracy that has domin- 
ated Nigerian politics since 
independence. Since they 
are Muslims, while all of 
-Nigeria's oil and the .larger 
part of the population arc in 
the mostly Christian south, 
that contains the makings of 
a truly horrific civil war. 

It is getting closer, for 
Abacha is now crushing re- 
sistance in the south by 
pure terror. That is what 
the judicial murder of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and his compan- 
ions was about. They were 


spokesmen for the Ogoni 
people, in the oil-produdng 
Port Harcourt region, who 
have suffered greatly from 
environmental damage 
from the oil-fields but have 
seen little of the oil re- 
venues. 

The Commonwealth's 
decision to suspend Niger- 
ia’s membership for two 
years, and to press for an 
international arms embargo 
against the regime, is a use- 
ful gesture, but it will not 
stop the slide towards disas- 
ter. Mr. Abacha obviously 
discounted that response in 
advance when he chose to 
hang his victims during the 
Commonwealth summit. 

What could make a real 
difference is an embargo on 
Nigeria's oil exports, for the 
military regime's basic sur- 
vival lactic is to steal the oil 
revenues and share them 
out among its friends. Brit- 
ish _ Prime Minister John 
Major shied away from that 
measure on the grounds 
that “it would hurt ordinary 
Nigerians.” But it won’t 
hurt them as much os a civil 
war. 

The only country that can 
make such an embargo 
work is the United States, 
which buys 80 per cent of 
Nigeria’s Oil. Like many 
other Western countries, 
the U.S. withdrew its 
ambassador from Nigeria 
after Saro-Wiwa's murder, 
but only foe Congressional 
Black Caucus has any hope 
of pushing an oil embargo 
through. 

_ It’s one of the rare occa- 
sions when African- 
Americans could realty do 
something importnt for 
Africa. TTiey would face 
great opposition, for ex- 
cluding Nigerian oil from 
global markets could easily 
trigger an oil price rise. But 
the alternatives are so bad 
that it is worth a try. 


The transition to a liberal national ethic for democratisa- 
tion in the period 1989-1995 has been rather exciting.-and 
also, in retrospect, rather easy. It has achieved limited buj 
meaningful results: it Has also unleashed new forces that 
had always been part of our culture, but that had 1 never 
been allowed to manifest their sentiments in public through 
a legal opposition. We seek now and in foe immediate 
future to continue building a new political culture of 
inclusion and participation that simultaneously reaffirms 
our traditional, positive values of solidarity and consensus- 
building. while also maintaining the new. legally sanctioned 
public space for opposition, reform and even rejection. Tht 
real test of democratisation and modernisation is not only 
the establishment of participatory political institutions; it 
also comprises the ability to tolerate minority views .and 
values and to absorb them into the body politic in a manner 
that ratifies our commitment to pluralistic participation as a ' 
strengthener of national cohesion and social solidarity. 

Very few countries in the Third World have been able to" 
achieve this demanding transformation in a credible, 
satisfying and sustainable manner. We in Jordan- are just 
beginning to deal with this enormously important test; The 
national legacy of King Hussein's reign — - and the most 
important aspect of the celebration of his 60th birthday 
today — is that he embodies in his personal and national 
value system both the traditional strengths and modernise 
ing impulses of Jordanian and Arab society. His leadership 
qualities have navigated Jordan to this point today where 
we can credibly hope to become a model of Third World, 
political democratisation. socio-economic modernisation 
and humanistic solidarity. It is up to us as society to work 
harder to help generate the new consensus on how we keep 
movine in this direction. 


The best birthday present that we can give him on this 
dav is a clear commitment to continue to work together io 
build a Jordan that is modem yet respectful of tradition, 
democratic yet respectful of minority opinion, pluralistic 
yet respectful of the importance of consensus-building, and 
enthusiastic for personal material improvement yet respect- 
ful of the needs of foe less fortunate amongst us. Whether 
judged by the quality of nationhood or .the bounty of 
personal birthday presents, this approach strikes me as 
appropriate, realistic and quintessentially Jordanianian. 


Will Israel’s 
battered Likud 
Party bounce back? 


By Howard Goller 
Rduter 


TEL AVIV — Israel’s right 
is on the ropes. • . 

The opposition Likud 
• Party is smarting from 
accusations it helped create 
the backdrop of violence 
and intolerance to the 
assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu is crying foul, 
accusing the left of trying to 
besmirch the entire rightist 
and Jewish settler camp. 

Mr. Netanyahu is fixed in 
the memory of many 
Israelis as the man who 
lambasted Rabin's peace 
with the PLO at rallies 
where hundreds of demon- 
strators called Rabin a 
“traitor” and depicted him 
in pictures as a Nazi or as 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

Charged by Rabin's 
widow Leah and others 
iWth fanning the hatred, he 
faces an uphill fight trying 
to distance Likud from ex- 
tremists who share its prin- 
ciples though not its means. 

In the first opinion poll 
published since the Nov. 4 
assassination by a right- 
wing Jew, Rabin’s Labour 
Party successor Shimon 
Peres led Mr. Netanyahu by 
54 per cent to 23 per cent. 
Tlie image of dozens of 
world leaders, including 
Arabs, attending Rabin's 
ftmeraJ is powerful in a 
country that has long felt 
isolated. 

But Mr. Netanyahu in- 
sists that a nation grieving 
its slain prime minister will 
not be the same country 
that goes to the polls by 
Oct. 29 next year. 

"I wouldn’t rush to make 
political predictions right 
now. This is still in the eye 
of the hurricane and the 
dust hasn't settled." Mr. 
Netanyahu told Reuters in 
an interview. 

Even Rabin’s advisers 
have privately admitted to 
viewing the Israeli electo- 
rate as mostly Likud sup- 
porters willing to back 
Rabin, a former army chief, 
because of his no-nonsense 
reputation as “Mr. Secur- 
ity", 

Polls just before the 
assassination showed Mr 
Netanyahu neck and neck 
with Rabin, 73. Last 
month, in the last par- 
liamentary vote on his 
peace moves with the PLO, 
Mr. Rabin squeezed 
through with a bare 61-59 
majority in parliament. 

Against Mr. Peres, 72, 
who lacks Rabin's war hero 


credentials, Mr. Netany- 
ahu, 46, may ultimately fare 
even better in the polk. 
Dogged by an image as a 
loser and a schemer. Mr. 
Peres has foiled in four tries 
to win an election outright. , 

It remains to be seen also 1 
how much of the blame 
heaped on Mr. Netanyahu 
for creating, a climate of 
hatred will stick. 

In speeches and inter- 
views, Leah Rabin 
appealed to the silent 
majority in Israel to aban- 
don their apathy and stand 
up to those who attacked 
her husband in word and 
deed. , 

Others joined in, trying 
to link Mr. Netanyahu to 
the 25-year-old confessed 
killer, Yigal Amir. 

“The public climate foal 
enabled Yigal Amir to gun ! 
down Yitzhak Rabin was " 
fostered by Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his cro- 
nies," commentator Ze’ev 
Chafets. a government 
spokesman under Likud in 
the 198Qs, wrote in the 
Jerusalem Report. 

Mr. Netanyahu accused 
his critics of “trying to cyni- 
cally manipulate a national 
tragedy in order to bes- 
mirch an entire camp, half 
the public, and to try to 


make political gain and 
stifle debate.” He said he 
too had faced death threats. 

While shocked and un- 
ited in sorrow over the gas- 
ning down of their leader, 
Israelis appear as divided as 
ever over the key issne that i 
separates Likud from 
Labour — whether to hand 
back occupied land for 
peace with Palestinians. 

“The public would still j 
like to have answered the ' 
deep questions that are 
there about the future of 
the country,” Mr. Netany- 
ahu said. 

Likud remained as 
opposed as ever to Rabin's 
policy of h anding over land 
to Palestinian self-rule and 
still rejected talks with Mr. 
Arafat, viewing him as * 
“terrorist bent on des- i 
troying Israel," Mr. 5 
Netanyahu said. 

“The real political debate 
is ahead of us,” said Likud 
activist Yossi Olxnert, a ft*' 
mer government spokes- 
man. 

The success of landmark 
events in the next 12 
nlbnths May sway voters — 
Israeli West Bank with: 
drawals, Palestinian elec- 
tions, and the start of talk* 
by May on the tough 65 * 
issues, indudingthe fat* °*. 
Jerusalem and Jewish set- 
tlements. 
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By Avraan AI Safadi 
Jordan Times StafT Reporter 

PRIME MINISTER Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker emphasises two aspects of 
King Hussein’s personality: That of a 
leader with a vision who’ is ready to 
make hard decisions and take risks for 
his country, and that of a gracious, car- 
ing king who is determined to help 
make a better life for his people. 

The recollection of the past is full of 
anecdotes. Sharif Zeid speaks of inci- 
dents, decision and stands that “gave 
me an insight" into the King's person- 
ality. 

In 1953. the prime minister recol- 
lects in an interview with the Jordan 
Times, an Israeli attack on a West 
Bank village produced a very violent 
reaction among the people and demon- 
strations erupted in the West Bank and 
in Amman. 

**We (King Hussein, Sharif Zeid and 
the late Sharif Nasser Ben Jamil) were 
sitting in our house and from there 
could see the centre of the town and 
there was a violent demonstration with 
clashes between the demonstrators and 
the police." Sharif Zeid says. 

Suddenly, the Kins stood up and 
moved towards his car and drove into 
the middle of the demonstration along 
with Sharif Zeid and late Sharif 
Nasser. When the people saw the 
King, Sharif Zeid remembers, the 


recalls years with 
racious and sensitive man’ 

The memories go back to the early days of childhood, to the 
school years in Amman and the Military Academy at 
Sandhurst and to the challenging moments when His 
Majesty King Hussein assumed his constitutional responsi- 
bilities in 1953. Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker started working 
with the King immediately after the assassination of the late 
King Abdullah in 1951 and “I found him a dashing, well 
humoured and a sensitive person towards the problems of 
his country.... and the aspirations of his people” 


demonstration stopped and the demon- 
stanors started clapping and shouting " 
yacesh al malck, yaeesh al malek. 
(long live the King). 

The King drove into the middle of 
the demonstration with no security to 
speak of. says Sharif Zeid. His guards 
were four policemen in one car and all 
that the King and his companions had 
were hand guns that were not enough 
to defend themselves in case of an 
attack. 

“This incident sticks in my mind. 
(The King > was no more than 1 8 and a 
half years old and for him to make a 
decision like that on the spot gave me 
an insight into his bravery, wliich after 



all those years, does not need any 
proof." says Sharif Zeid, who starred 
his career as a military officer who 
then became commander of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces before mov- 
ing into politics as chief of the Royal 
Court in 1989. 

Nor does the King’s "humane feel- 
ings" towards his people need to be 
elaborated upon, the prime minister 
believes. 

Once again, anecdotes tell the story. 

In 1989, the King and Sharif Zeid 
were leaving the Royal Court for 
lunch. On the way out. the King 
stopped to collect some cash to the sur- 
prise of his companion. His Majesty 
drove into Amman, stopped at traffic 
lights where young children were 
gathered to sell chewing gum. 

" They (the children) caine running 
to him :ind he gave money to each one 
of them." says Sharif Zeid. pointing 
out that the guards, upon what clearly 
were earlier instructions given to them, 
just stood watching us the kids ran 
towards the King . 

"This to me was another sign of (the 
King's) human feelings towards his 
people." Sharif Zeid says. 

As a soldier, Sharif Zeid remembers 
the King’s concern lor developing the 
armed forces since he took the helm at 
times of turbulence and instability in 
the whole area. 

As a politician he stresses that King 
Hussein believes in institutionalising 
democracy in the country and his com- 
mitment to that has not waned. 

“Just after taking over his constitu- 
tional responsibilities. (King Hussein) 
wanted to develop within the armed 
forces a -calibre of Jordaniaa officers 
who can lake command” of/ the army: 
which was then led by the British offi- ; 
cers. Sharif Zeid says. 

When the King informed John B. 
Glubb of his plans, the British officer 
who commanded the army at the time, 
responded by saying that Jordanian 
officers can start assuming major com- 
mands in the armed forces in 1972. 

That “made him think that we need 
to get rid of the British" and the King 
told a number of Jordanian officers to 
be prepared for assuming leadership 
position in the armed forces. Sharif 
Zeid says. 


On March 1. 1956, the 
King arabised the army, 
relieving Gen. Glubb of his 
responsibilities, turning the 
leadership of the army to Q 
Jordanian officers. 

Since then, the King has worked to 
modernise the armed forces, providing 
them with the necessary training and 
the sufficient equipment to perform 
their duties. 

“(The King) believes in having hard- 
hirting, well-trained and well-disci- 
plined armed forces, which we have." 
says Sharif Zeid. the soldier-tumed- 
poliiician after rising to the rank of 
field marshal in the aimed forces. 

‘The King gave the army a lot of his 
time. He knew officers by name and 
he used to spend days visiting the units 
that were on alert, talking to them, 
meeting with them and joking with 
them."' 

The. King determined to introduce 
democracy into the country in line 
with a conviction that every Jordanian 
counts and should play a role in shap- 
ing the country's future, says Sharif 
Zeid. 

Sharif Zeid remembers how the King 
instructed his prime minister in 1956 
to hold parliamentary elections "when 
democracy was something that did not 
exist in the Arab World." 

Elections were held in 1956, says 
Sharif Zeid, during an era of surging 
Arab nationalism, and “they (the elec- 
tions) were totally free." 

But many of those elected “were left- 
leaning and came with attitudes that 
were not as healthy as one would have 
hoped and we started having indica- 
tions of what we -had recently: not 
democracy but really bordering on 
anarchy ” says Sharif Zeid. 

The parliament was eventually dis- 
solved when political parties, which 
were cooperating with other parties 
with similar agendas in other pans of 
the Arab World, staned challenging the 
regime. 

"Democracy was badly misused," 
says Sharif Zeid. 

The King instructed the government 
ro hold elections in 1956 because he 
“believed sincerely (in 1956) as he 
does until this day” that democracy is 



the wav. says Sharif Zeid. 

"He did not need to do it. He was 
strong, he was popular and he was 
firmly in control of his country." says 
Sharif Zeid. 

“But the visioo tfor introducing 
democracy) never left the King" and 
parliamentary elections were held in 
19X9 when Sharif Zeid was prime min- 
ister for the first time. 

"1 think that we have established a 
system where there will he total 
democracy within it.s constraints." 

Forty years after the young Prince 
Hussein became the King of Jordan 
when the country was facing enor- 
mous domestic and regional chal- 
lenges. Sharif Zeid points to many dif- 
ficult moments and turning points in 
the life of the King and country us he 
speaks of the achievements that have 
been made. 

Prior to the 1967 war w ith Israel, the 
King visited the army units deployed 
in the West Bank with a message. "I 
hope there will be no war because we 
are not prepared for it. not only in 
Jordan but in the rest of the .Arab coun- 
tries also while the Israelis are very 
well prepared. Let's us hope there will 
be no war because the outcome will 
not be positive." Sharif Zeid quotes the 
King as having told the 60ih Armoured 
Brigade which he was commanding at 
the lime. 

Bui if war breaks out, the King told 
the army. “All I want from you is to do 
your best and to remember that you are 
members of the Jordan Arab army that 
has the tradition and the history of 
bravery." 

Jordan subsequently had no choice 
but to enter the w ar in which the Arabs 
were defeated. 

"I think mentally (the King) was 
ready for it but it was such a shock, 
especially the loss of Jerusalem. ! 
think until this day not a day passes 
without His Majesty thinking about 
Jerusalem as he feels so sirongl)’ about 
it," Sharif Zeid says. 

The King remembers the 1%8 


Karameh bailie in the same way. says 
Sharif Zeid. when the Israeli army suf- 
fered iis first military defcal in battle at 
the hand-, of the Jordanian armed 
forces. "The Israelis admit (hey lost 
this battle," says Sharif Zeid. 

As Sharif Zeid speaks about the 
achievements of Jordan under the 
reign of King Hussein, he points out 
that these achievments should be 
viewed w ithin the context of the limit- 
ed resources and challenges against 
w hich the Kingdom has had to work. 

Against tha? backdrop, what was 
achieved is “nothing short of a mira- 
cle. 1 believe." says Sharif Zeid. 

“Only 45 or 50 years ago we had 
only one high school. ..now go over our 
countryside and you will see that every 
little villaue has schools..." savs Sharif 
Zeid. 

"Look at the stature of our country in 
the world." he savs. 

For a country that can hardly make 
ends meet to achieve all this is a source 
of pride, he says. ”1 think vve should 
all be proud of this as Jordanians and 
be thankful to the man who helped 
make it." 

And Sharif Zeid believes that the 
majority of the people recognise the 
achievements and stand behind their 
King, a feeling which he believes King 
Hussein shares. 

“(The King) believes that the silent 
majority is very much in favour of 
what he is doing,” says Sharif Zeid. 
But in any democratic system, he says, 
there is bound to be some exceptions. 

"Sometimes because of His 
Majesty's grace, because he is so ready 
ro forgive, some people misuse these 
attributes of the King who can have all 
the power in his hands if he warns," 
savs Sharif Zeid. 

But the majority realise that the King 
forgives out of his own will, offers 
amnesties out of his own grace and not 
under any sort of pressure. 

"The majority of the people realise 
that and appreciate it." savs Sharif 
Zeid. 


By Fawaz Al Khreisha 

I FIRST met King Hussein when he 
was a boy my age. We were both six. 
That was in 1941 at the Christian 
Missionary School (CMS) where we 
were both enrolled. I didn’t stay there 
long, but we later met up again at the 
Bishop School in 1947. 

The Bishop School remains what it 
was then, a school for boys, while the 
CMS has now become the Ahlryyah 
School for Girls. 

Both the CMS and the Bishop 
School were close to the Prince’s fam- 
ily’s home in Jabai Amman. The 
young Prince remained al the Bishop’s 
School until March 1948 when he 
moved to the Islamic College but later 
in January 1949 he rejoined the Bishop 
School until he finished the second 
term and entered Victoria College in 
Alexandria, Egypt. 

Among Prince Hussein’s school- 
mates at the rime I remember Zeid 
Rifai, Marwan Al Qasem, Yanul 
Hikmat. Abdul Rahim Malhas, 
Michael Hamameh, Mohammad 
Asfour, Yousef Qussous, Ahmad 
Irsheid Al Tayyeb. Mohammad 
Bedawi. Mithiel Allawi. Ziyad Mango, 
Hiraich Etyemezian ithe bedouin 
Armenians) and Hani Haqqi. 

The school headmaster was Mr. 
Sutton and the teachers included Jiiyes 
H alas a, KhaJaf Haddadin, Mr. Jenner, 
Ms. Haddad and Ms. Abu Judora. 

Jiryes Halaseh, the veteran director 
of the Bishop School retired after 50 
years in service. King Hussein pre- 
sented him with a Royal Medal in 
recognition of his services. 

I believe that King Hussein's popu- 
larity now stems from the fact that he 
grew up among his people. He grew 
with the country and with its diverse 
population, as a bedouin, farmer, 
worker, .student, scout, soldier, air 
pilot, sportsman, leader and politician. 

Much of what I knew' about the 
Prince then is reflected in what he is 
today. Childhoods lived out in the 
playgrounds of a school are very 
revealing. 

We used to call the Prince by his first 
name "Hussein" without any title. He 
was humble and popular. Even at the 




,-w x C a G n -7 " 

. * ,r-r* &**-, $ s a/? i? i y* r* s** :■< f ^ 

--•r y ... r- p ** & & 3 -i-'i’-T - i - 4j •» •.* j J \ ■*.* ,* ?. v 7 • 


time he was known for his intelligence 
and courage. He was honest, urbane, 
generous and cooperative, always 
ready to serve others and do voluntary 
work. 

We would await the 10:30 school 
break at the Bishop School as always 
in great anticipation of a felafel sand- 
wich from the vendor, Abdo Al Hijazi, 
who always stood by the school gate. 
Hussein was just as eager as the rest of 
us to eat the felafel sandwich. But 
schoolmate Mohammad Bedawi and 1 
often had no money and could not 
"afford to buy the sandwich, opting 
instead to stand by and watch the oth- 
ers eat. 

Hussein would then split his sand- 
wich into three pans giving us the 
largest and insisting that we share with 
him his snack. This generous act 
helped deepen the roots of our rela- 
tionship and our love for Hussein. 

There was the day when a snake 
slithered by while we were gathered in 
the school yard. The boys ran off in a 
panic. Hussejn remained where he 
was, firm in his position, until the 
snake slithered out of sight. 

I remember our mare Mohammad 
Bedawi falling ill one day and being 
admitted to Malhas Hospital. Hussein 
suggested that we visit him. As we 
had no money to buy the sick boy a 
gift, Hussein took it upon himself to 
bring one and presented it in the name 
of all of us. 

Hussein loved voluntary work. One 
day the school assigned plots of land 
where the boys could plant trees. 
Hussein. Hiratchi and 1 were in the 
same group assigned to a specific plot. 
I dug and cleared the hole in the 
ground while Hussein planted and 
watered the tree. Later we found it 10 
be the only tree that grew while other 
trees planted by other boys willed 
away. 

“Your hands are green," we would 
call out to him. 

I have recently passed by die spot 
where we planted that tree. It is still in 


place, a sturdy tree spread out magnif- 
icently. 

Hussein has always had a fancy for 
sports since his early years and used to 
take risky adventures. He participated 
in all sports and was particularly good 
at football, basket ball and track-race 
as well as cycling. 

The young prince was a very social 
person and never one to decline an 
invitation, f invited him to visit my 
bedouin clan in Muwaqqar on my 
birthday where he sat on the ground 
with us sipping coffee and later eating 
mansaf. He loved the bedouins and 
they reciprocated his love and admired 
the young man. 

Hussein was also more popular with 
the girls. He was always more suc- 
cessful than the rest of us, thanks to his 
charming smile, his elegance and his 
loveable nature. Whenever I asked 
him where he was going, he would 
say: “I’m chasing elephants. . . “ and 
stop at that. We never failed 10 notice 
the sense of humour in those words. 

Hussein was an entertainer with his 
jokes and remarks. He called Hiraich 
a “bedouin Armenian” because 
..Htracch spoke the bedouin dialect. 

I knew Hussein as King and leader 
when I was serving as an army officer 
and came to learn more and more 
about the man. A strong and humani- 
tarian leader, he knew how to extend 
mercy and kindness, even in the face 
of adversity. 

1 remember the groups of army offi- 
cers who were led astray and were 
involved in two conspiracies against 
him. One was led by Ali Abu Nuwar 
and the other by Sudeq Al Sharee who 
were subsequently sentenced to death. 
But the King soon pardbned them, thus 
paving the way for them to return to 
the fold— loyal to the King, and 
assuming high positions later. 

In 1984 1 accompanied my wife to 
London for medical treatment During 
my stay there the King came to 
London for official talks and so I went 
to pay him n visit :it the Dorchester 


Hotel. As the King was not there I left 
a word with his chief of protocol. 
Yanal Hikmat, about my presence in 
the country. 

Upon his return to the hotel King 
Hussein promptly called me for a 
meeting with him. We chatted for 
some time and he gave me a large sum 
of money to cover the expenses of my 
wife’s medical treatment. 

When a veteran army officer died 
leaving behind a wife and a sick child. 
King Hussein took care of the family 
by covering their living expenses and 
the treatment of their child abroad until 
he became fit to support the family. 

When a janitor at die palace died the 
King himself went to visit the 
bereaved family to offer condolences. 
The janitor’s home lay at some dis- 
tance from the main road and so the 
King continued the trip on foot 
through dusty paths. After offering 
condolences and financial assistance 
the King ordered that the road leading 
to the janitor’s house be completed and 
properly paved. 

One winter, the area of western 
Sweileh was covered with a blanket of 
snow, cutting off many residents. As 
an army unit, we had instructions to go 
out to help, but upon reaching the area 
we found that the King had reached 
there before us, and was helping to 
extricate a private car carrying five 
children from the snow. He later 
ordered that the children be taken in 
his own Land Rover to their home at 
Wihdat camp. 

In the meantime, he continued super- 
vising rescue operations in the Sweileh 
area. 

King Hussein took good care of his 
soldiers and officers. One of these offi- 
cers, Abdullah Rousan, was badly 
wounded in a land mine explosion near 
the border with Israel and was being 
treated at Marka military hospital. The 
King, who was visiting the hospital at 
the time, learned of the incident and 
ordered that the man be flown to 
Brirnin where he received proper treat- 
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The six-year-old Prince Hussein Ben TalaJ (directly behind girl in front) 
stands among his schoolmates at the CMS school in 1941 (photo supplied by 
Fawaz Al Khreisha) 


ment and later returned to continue his 
service in Jordan. 

As King he proved himself to be 
totally dedicated 10 serving humanitar- 
ian causes and helping towards solving 
issues at the Arab, Islamic and interna- 
tional levels. King Hussein is well- 
known to be a true believer in and 
intent on contributing to and endeav- 
ouring for the construction of a just 
and lasting peace everywhere in the 
world. He also believes in pluralism, 
democracy and seeking a belter life for 
his people. 

Jordanians’ love for the King did not 
only stem from their admiration of his 
achievements but rather for his leader- 


ship in the creation of the modem state 
of Jordan despite the country's meagre 
resources. 

He transformed his country from a 
poor, backward state into a modem 
nation abounding with all manifesta- 
tions of modem life. 

To Hussein, the King, wise leader 
and man of courage. 1 send my con- 
gratulations. and good wishes on his 
60th birthday. 


Mr. Khreisha was a senior officer in 
the Armed Forces. He also worked as 
assistant to the mayor of Amman. He 
has since retired. 
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major force for moderation 


in a region steeped in immoderation 


aaes of Kina Hussein in the Western press 


By Haya Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Abdallah also possessed — and this 
has al wavs been an asset.” 


THE WESTERN media over the 
years have hardly had an objective or 
well-balanced view of Arab political 
events. O' er the long years they have 
done well in creating images of the 
stereotype, images that reflect a 
superficial understanding of the 
underlying causes of certain political 
steps adopted by leading figures in 
the .Arab World, images that reinforce 
their Western notions of political jus- 
tice. their notions of Western lives 
lived and acted out according to their 
sense of reasoned logic. 

Where monarchy and absolute rule 
are concerned, the Western press has 
often lashed out at Arab leaders 
whose political careers constitute lit- 
tle more than the protection of their 
self-interests, their thrones and the 
assurance of the continuity of their 
rule. 

In the case of Jordan, which only 
until recently and for obvious rea- 
sons, had seen little press attention, 
evaluations of its political nature had 
rarely been harsh. 

There were the Gulf war years, of 
course, when Jordan refused to sup- 
port the U.S.-led coalition against 
Iraq. During that period, the press 
mercilessly attacked His Majesty 
King Hussein's perceived hesitation 
to effectively apply the sanctions 
against Iraq. 

For the Western press during the 
Gulf war. this was no time to consid- 
er the economic hardships Jordan 
would have experienced as a result of 
the blockade. To them, it was incon- 
ceivable that an Arab king was simply 
not bowing to a Western agenda. 

In spite of that, or perhaps because 
of it. the King has been widely recog- 
nised as having done the best in a sit- 
uation which was never very good, 
from the creation of Jordan by 
Winston Churchill “one Sunday after- 
noon." (Lawrence Tal. Foreign 
Affairs Nov/Dec. 93) to being king of 
a country considered by some as a 
“makeshift answer to an awkward 
problem: the carve -up by foreigners 
of conquered soil" (Veronica 
Maclean. The Daily Express Feb. 93) 
and finally to having acquired, by the 
Western press' own admission, “a 
credibility and a stature that have 
allowed him to become a major force 
for moderation in a region steeped in 
immoderation." (John Newhouse. 
The New Yorker, 1983 ). 

In a comprehensive profile written 
on the King. John Newhouse 
reviewed the history of King 
Hussein's reign. Based partially upon 
personal interviews, the article 
derives its impressions from histori- 
cal events as well as front the King's 
own assessment and reflections on 
these events. 

"tKing) Hussein's experience and 
his generally sensible management of 
Jordan's affairs has strengthened him. 
but his role is a lonely and difficult 
one." wrote Newhouse in 1983. 

Newhouse recognised the King's 
unique position in reigning over a 
country that was geographically cen- 
tral within a region beset by political 
conflict. Moreover, in 1952 when the 
young prince was declared King of 
Jordan. Neu’house said “the king and 
the country were alike — young, inex- 
perienced. and unpromising. The 
prospects for the survival of either, 
given Jordan's poverty and the size 
and unfriendliness of various neigh- 
bouring states, weren’t good." 

But intimidation as a result of these 
factors did not seem to be on King 
Hussein's mind. Newhouse staled: 
“Hse has a natural confidence in him- 
self — a quality that (the late King) 


The survivor King 


John Newhouse's article followed 
the political history of Jordan in the 
early 60s through to the SOs. In it he 
recalled the series of events that doc- 
umented the King's capacity to sur- 
vive "against the odds." He com- 
mented: “(The King) managed so far 
to survive the singular weaknesses 
and vulnerabilities of his realm and a 
procession of political crises, conspir- 
acies and attempts on his life that 
these have inspired." (The New 
Yorker 1983) 

Other Western print media, such as 
Robert Fisk's article in the 
Independent in 1993 on an informal 
gathering, with a post-operational 
King, found the monarch “not a frail 
man" but “aware of his 
mortality...<with) nothing to lose by 
speaking his mind in public." 

When posited against other Arab 
leaders. Western reporters saw the 
King as something entirely different. 
Fisk said: “he remains the only 
Middle Eastern leader in half a centu- 
ry to relinquish claims to Arab lands 
rather than demand more." 

In much the same vein. David Hirst, 
writing for the Guardian in 1994, 
said: (the King 1 ) is “an exception to 
the rule...in a region where leaders 
have sunk to such low esteem in the 
eyes of the led." 


tary and economic vulnerability and 
his aroused Palestinian majority push 
him very strongly to accept Iraq's 
conquest Arab moderates and his 
Western friends are pulling the King 
the other way. Mr. Bush pronounced 
himself ‘not satisfied' but ‘encour- 
aged’ at the royal progress." 

Adamant in their stand for the full 
application of sanctions and revering 
them as the only effective way to 
bring Iraq down on its knees, the 
Western press was vindictive in its 
reaction towards the Arab World. 

The Western press did what it did 
best, drawing upon stereotypical 
images of the region, in a familiar 
rhetoric conceived out of its imperial- 
ist past and its historical biases: 
“These are nations built on sand and 
rhetoric — and both can shift when the 
next wind changes." (Richard Cohen, 
the Washington Post, 1990). 


Diplomacy and crisis 


The Gulf war image 


The pressure was on King Hussein 
to comply with U.S. orders to block 
trade with Iraq. The Western press 
saw the King’s legitimate worries as 
more of a diplomatic effort to reach a 
balance between conflicting domestic 
and international policies. 

Nora 


The turmoil of the Gulf War over, 
and the sanctions against Iraq proving 
themselves to be of primary harm to 
an innocent population, the Western 
press' hostility towards the King and 
this region softened. 

When the King was not in favour 
over his refusal to support the war 
against Iraq. Anton La Guardia, writ- 
ing in the Daily Telegraph, Nov. 92, 
used an interesting choice of words to 
describe the situation: “He (the King) 
has recently weathered Western 
anger;" the word “weathered" bearing 
the semantics of strength, tenacity, a 
commitment to principles. 

The same writer recognised that 
King Hussein “has led Jordan through 
traumatic times." 

A Financial Times article by David 
Gardner and Julian Ozanne headlined 
“Court of the Chameleon" (Oct. 95) 
and sub-headlined: A king who must 
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The young King receives ambassadors in 1954 (photo supplied by Fawaz Ai Khreisha) 


is that important. If there is some- 
thing that has upset me, something 
that I have lived with, it is this con- 
cept that a country’ starts and ends 
with an individual." (Ion Black, the 
Guardian Nov. 92). 

The King is quoted as saying: 

‘There is one thing that I want to 
concentrate on. That is to ensure that 
this country is not known in the future 
as a country that began with me and 
ended with me. I want to consolidate 
the foundations for it to continue (by) 
giving people the right to rule them- 


King's pursuit of contact and dia- 
logue between warring factions. 

As far back as 1983, in the New 
Yorker's profile on ihe King. 
Newhouse stated: “Proximity has 
obliged Hussein to be realistic about 
Israel." 

Jordan's experiment with democra- 
cy is as much a prescription for local 
social, economic and political woes 
as it is for the region: 

“Long viewed by his rivals arid 
peers in the Middle East as a political 
chameleon, the King — at the head of 


Ian Black of the Guardian. 
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As a young monarch. King Hussein 
was given the nickname PLK (Plucky 
Little King), an endearment by 
Westerners, during the early years of 
his reign. Nowadays, the initials are 
more likely to stand for Polite Like 
the King. 

This is a trait the Western press has 
found remarkable in a politician: 
King Hussein's overt verbal polite- 
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The 

Washington The Independent be 
Post's editori- 
al in August of 1990 expressed anger 
at the King's concerns over the trade 
blockade with Iraq, and saw its own 
government’s worded reaction to 

meetings with King Hussein as a 
mere “gloss" over the U.S.’s frustra- 
tions in’ making the King comply with 
the border sanctions: 

“The gloss provided later by 
President Bush and other American 
officials, however, was 10 the effect 
that the Jordanian monarch had “reit- 
erated" a decision already made to 
join the embargo." the editorial said. 

The press was not convinced. The 
Washington Post editorial continued: 
“The King's large and evident mill- 
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The Independent headline carries the words of the King's speech at the funeral of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 


decide like Solomon" described the 
King as “a regional powerbroker" — 
largely due to ihe King's call for 
political change in Iraq. 

“Is Jordan doomed?'' Foreign 


Affairs magazine asked in 
Nov/Dec.93. just after the PLO-Israel 
self-rule agreement. 

The writer. Lawrence Tal. said: 
“The foundations of the Jordanian 
.state may be wobbling, but (hey have 
held." 

On the same subject. David Hirst 
wrote in an article headlined: “A 
canny king turns the tables and is 
crowned again" that “even the most 
recalcitrant of his subjects, the 
Palestinian camp dwellers, have 
come to 



acknowledge 
that he embod- 
ies a relatively 
benign, saga- 
cious form of 

autocracy, and 

that he is the 
main asset of 
j the regime he 
heads." (Hie 
Guardian Oct. 
94). 


Dynasty and 
democracy 


The King waves to a crowd of Armed Forces personnel in 1971 (photo supplied by Fawaz Al 
Khreisha) j 

i i 


The King 
has expressed 
his personal 
opinion to the 
Western press 
regarding a 
widespread 
view nf a 
monarchy 
which he dis- 
agrees wilh: 

“It was never 
my idea that 
,an individual 


selves, for the monarchy to be just the 
symbol and the unifying factor." 
(Chris Dickey in Newsweek Oct. 92). 

It seemed like a call for the estab- 
lishment of a constitutional monar- 
chy. 

A month later. Hugh Camegy and 
Mark Nicholson in the Financial 
Times wrote: "King Hussein says he 
is leading Jordan towards a constitu- 
tional monarchy, with greater empha- 
sis than before on the constitution." 
(Financial Times Nov. 92). 

Other newspapers have preferred to 
consider the King's experiment with 
democracy as a means to ensure the 
survival of monarchy: 

“But the experiment (of democracy) 
continues if only because it may be 
the sole way Hussein can keep his 
Hashemite dynasty in place." 
(Newsweek Nov. 92). 

Also in Newsweek (Oct. 94): “He's 
always been a shrewd and cautious 
politician, but family honour and 
obligation colour every move he 
makes.” 

“Today Hussein is riding high — the 
honour of his family publicly 
restored, his night turned to day by 
the stroke of a pen on a treaty with 
Israel.” (Christopher Dickey. 
Newsweek, Oct. 94). 

Veronica Maclean in the Daily 
Express saw die delicate lifetime role 
of the King in hi.s ability to live both 
worlds at once: “King Hussein is 
probably more Western than any 
other Arab king, but he is also a son 
of the desert who has kept one foot in 
the black tents of his beloved 
Bedouin tribes, while the other is ar 
the centre of international politics.” 


The politics of pragmatism 


The politics of pragmatism resides 
in the transparency of intentions, the 
full drive of action as well as ihe 


a buffer state that has been buffeted 
since iLs birth— i* now prescribing a 
possible future for Saddam Hussein's 
Iraq. And just as irritating to Arab 
dictators and absolute monarchs. he is 
offering the democratic experience of 
Jordan as a model for the region. He 
is courteous to a fault, as ever: but he 
has stopped mincing words." (David 
Gardner and Julian Ozanne. Financial 
Times. Nov. 92) 

The complexity of regional politics 
his meant that it has been difficult for 
Jordan to take absolutely clear-cut 
decisions over what is best for it and 
the region. 

But when it comes to the crunch, it 
seems the King has been able to make 
up his mind and move ahead swiftly 
without looking back. 

in 1992, King Hussein told the 
Financial Times: 

"When we chose to move (towards 
peace with Israel), the way forward 
was direct negotiations, and direct 
negotiations at the highest level." 

The King’s call for negotiations on 
Iraq, for dialogue and for solutions, 
has been recorded us part of his vision 
of democracy and pluralism. 

On Iraq, the Financial Times writers 
quoted the King: “what wc need in 
Iraq most is for us to get credible rep- 
resentatives of the three major com- 
ponents of Iraq’s people (to get them) 
.somewhere to sit together and work 
out a national reconciliation between 
themselves, and to remove this spec- 
tre of a bloodbath all Iraqis are afraid 
of." 

In the King's own words about his 
people, in Gardner and Ozunne's arti- 
cle in the Financial Times: “The peo- 
ple of Jordan arc far more mature 
than some of the people involved in 
politics.” 

Democracy or diplomacy? 

Pragmatism. By now. Kin- 
Hussein's “hallmark" according to 


ness. An interesting factor, since the 
Western press, in their generally com- 
petitive and aggressive ways, are not 
often the Target of respect on their 
home turf. 

Consequently, the “sirs” that dot the 
King's speech are not omitted: 
“Whenever I feel it is time for a 
change, sir. (the King told Chris 
Dickev of Newsweek Nov. 92 when 
asked if he was about to abdicate), 
"I’ll be the first to let everyone know 
about it." 
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A minor miracle in the socio-economic structure of Jordan 


By Failed A1 Fanek 

IT is generally said that His Majesty 
King Hussein derives his legitimacy as 
a leader from historical, religious, and 
constitutional realities. It is only fair 
to add his achievements as an addi- 
tional. source of legitimacy for this leg- 
endary monarch . 

Jordan has undergone many changes 
sinccJKiufi Hussein assumed his con- 
stitutional powers in 1953. Aspects of 
dte social and economic developments 
Jordan has witnessed over the past 42 
years of bis reign, are in order at the 
juncture of his 60th birthday. 

A comparison of figures related to 
Jordan of 1952 and Jordan of 1995 
may seem impossible to imagine as 
those pertaining to the same country. 
The changes are tremendous consider- 
ing they took place during less than 
wo generations. 

What could be said is that a minor 
miracle has happened in the socio-eco- 
nomic structure of this country. Only 
figures can show the extent of this 
minor miracle and tell the story in a 
few words. 

r In 1952. the population of Jordan 
(East Bank) was just 587,193. Since 
then, the figure has increased seven- 
fold to reach 4.2 million in 1995. 
marking an annual growth rate of 4.68 
per cent, one of the highest in the 
world. 

The influx of displaced Palestinians 
was responsible for roughly one-third 
of the growth, while two-thirds repre- 
sent natural growth. 

The number of school teachers in 
1952 was a mere 379; there were 
29,981 students that same year. The 
number of srudents today is close to 
1.35 million, almost one-third of the 
population, or 45 times the figure of 
1952, an incredible compound growth 
rale of 9.3 per cent per annum. 
Enrolment rate now stands at 100 per 
cent. 

The number of teachers has reached 


57,000 or 150 times more than in 
1952. The growth rates are 12.3 per 
cenr a year. 

Universities were non-existem until 
1962 when the first such institutions 
were opened. Jordan now has five 
public and 1 2 private universities, with 
over 62,000 students, over and above 
Jordanian students pursuing their high- 
er studies abroad. 

Jordan now enjoys the highest rate of 
university graduates after the United 
Stares and Sweden. 

In 1952, the number of practising 
medical doctors in the country, work- 
ing for the public and private sectors 
was 72. of which 40 were in Amman, 
15 in Irbid, six in Sail, live in Karak, 
three in Ajloun. and one in each of 
Tafilch, Ma’an, and Aqaba. Other 
medical professionals included 17 
dentists. 49 pharmacists and 77 nurses. 

In mid- 1995, there was a count of 
11.659 doctors made, covering all 
fields of medicines, as well as 2,695 
dentists, 3,794 pharmacists, 4.950 
nurses, including 770 midwives. 

Annual growth rates of those profes- 
sionals were impressive: 12.3 percent. 
12.5 per cent, 10.6 per cent, and 1 0.2 
per cent respectively. Needless to say 
that the above figures indicate a social 
revolution. 

Before we delve into monetary com- 
parisons. we have to lake into account 
that the level of prices in Jordan during 
mid- 1995 were 917 per cent of the 
1952 level, or a doubling of prices by 
nine times. The average compound 
inflation rate over 43 years is thus 5.3 
per cent a year. 

No statistics of gross national prod- 
uct were available in 1952, but gross 
domestic product (GDPJ then could be 
estimated at JD 35 million, a per capi- 
ta income of around JD 60. 

GDP is expected to lop JD 4,726 mil- 
lion in 1995. or 1 35 rimes more than in 
1952, an annual growth rate of 12.1 
per cent in nominal value. In spite of 
the rapid growth of population, per 


capita income is currently estimated at 
JD 1.125 or 18.7 times higher than it 
was 43 years ago, marking an annual 
growth rate of 7. 1 per cent. 

The above will work out into an eco- 
nomic real growth rate of 6.4 per cent 
a year, and a persistent improvement in 
the standard of living averaging 1-7 
per cent a year. 

As far as foreign trade is concerned, 
imports in 1952 stood at JD 14.2 mil- 
lion, while exports were only JD 1 .28 
million. The value of re-exports 
amounted to JD 0.25 million, giving 
rise to a unde deficit of JD 12.7 mil- 
lion. Since then imports rose 18b 
times, including changes in prices, a 
nominal growth rare of 1 2.9 per cent or 
7.2 per cent a year in real terms. 

Exports, including re-exports, rose 
778 times, an annual growth rate of 

16.7 per cent or I0.S per cenr in real 
terms. 

Looking ai the balance of payments 
for the year 1952, we Find that total 
receipts of die cuumry in foreign 
exchange reached £10.2 million 
including £3.36 as the British subsidy 
to the army's budget. 

One dinar was equal to one sterling 
pound at the time. Total receipts in 
1995 are expected to top $5.6 billion. 
390 times those of 1952, showing an 
annual growth rate of 14.9 per cent or 
9. 1 per cent in real terms. 

Currency in circulation was at the 
time JD 8.76 million. It has now 
jumped 1 34 times to JD 1,175 million, 
a nominal growth rate of 12.1 per cent 
or 6.5 per cent in real terms. 

In the meantime, die total assets of 
the Jordanian banking system have 
risen from JD 15.6 million to the pre- 
sent JD 8.1 billion i.e. 520 limes, an 
average growth rate of 15.6 per cent or 
9.8 per cent in real terms. Banking 
credit facilities have risen at the same 
time from JD 6.9 million to JD 3.5 bil- 
lion, over 500 times, or a nominal 
growth rate of 15.6 per cent a year, or 
9.8 per cent in real rerms. 



The number of students today is dose to 1 J5 million: in 1952 the number was 29,981 (file photo) 


Public expenditure of the central 
government budget in 1952 was JD 
20.5 million and genera! revenues 
amounted to JD 22.25 million. This 
left a surplus of JD 1.75 million which 
was added to the treasury reserves. 
The present year’s budget is 80 times 
larger, marking an annual growth of 

10.7 per cent or S.l per cent in real 
terms. 

Arrivals and departures by air routes 
stood at 28,600 compared to around 

1.7 million this year, over 60 limes 
more. 

The paid-up capital of all forms of 
companies was JD 13.8 million, 


owned by a total of 4S5 partners and 
shareholders. 

The capitalisation of the Amman 
Financial Market nowadays is JD 2.3 
billion, or 167 rimes larger, showing an 
annual growth rate of 12.6 per cent. 

The prevailing level of wages for 
non-ski lied labourers was 222 fils a 
day in Amman. 1 S4 fils in Irbid. The 
average daily wages for agricultural 
labourers were 182 fils in ordinary 
times, rising to 229 fils a day during 
the season. 

Those who now earn 23 times the 
above average of 227 per cent in real 
terms are considered to be living 


below the poverty line. 

In 1952 Jordan was among the most 
backward countries in the Arab World, 
with a largely bedouin society. Jordan 
now is one of the most advanced coun- 
tries in the Middle East region, and a 
leader among Arabs in the quest for 
human rights, pluralism, democracy 
and prosperity. 

Dr. Fahed Al Fanek is columnist for 
Al Ra 7 and the Jordan Times . He is 
the publisher of a monthly newsletter 
which is concerned with Jordanian 
economic affairs and contributes 
views to other publications. 


By Musa Braizat 

THE FOLLOWING article 
is re-printed in excerpts 
from Dr. Braizat ’s recent 
book M Jordan ’s Diplomacy: 
Balancing National 

Survival With Nation ’s 
Revival ” published by the 
Centre for Strategic 

ptudies, University of 
Jordan. 1995. The excerpts 
have been edited for publi- 
cation purposes in this sup- 
plement. 

THE TYPE of inter-Arab 
politics through which 

Jordan is pursuing its 
national agenda is antitheti- 
cal to change, inhospitable 
to wider and meaningful 
cooperation, and inimical to 
democracy. 

But the Jordanian leader- 
ship has persisted, Jt has 
pursued a two-pronged 

strategy. On the one hand, 
the Jordanian leadership — 
mainly His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan — realised that they 
could not ignore the prevail- 
ing realities pertaining to 
the existing balance of 
power within the Arab 
World, the vindictive mood 
towards Jordan in particular 
in certain Gulf states, 
Egypt's divisive role, and 
. Syria’s tendency to continu- 
, 1 ally manoeuvre between 
rival alliances within inter- 
Arab politics, avoiding any 
; firm and long-term entan- 
’ glemenc with any side. 

At the same time, the King 
was not willing to succumb 
to the dictates of the “vic- 
tors” in the Gulf war, the 
1 benefactors of the status 
; quo. Therefore, a tedious 
' and complex -process of 
adaptation and adjustment 
' in Jordan’s foreign behav- 
. tour began immediately on 
; the eve of the cessation of 
' hostilities against Iraq in 
; February 1991. 

The theme of the new 
phase of Jordan’s regional 
diplomacy was a familiar 
one: Arab reconciliation and 
renewed inter-Arab under- 
. standing. 

In its drive to foster better 
inter- Arab understanding in 
! the post-Gulf war period, 
Jordan moved - on two 

hacks. 

First, its anti-status quo 
, stand within the inept Arab 
; political order was 
reviewed. The anti-status 
; quo profile was slighily 
l modified. The pro-Iraq 
wance was re-examined. 
The first question in this 
^context .was the U.S.- 
pnspired U.N. sanctions 
; 'against Iraq. 

. After a long period of 
intense debate and soul- 
56 arching, sanctions 
ttuposed against Iraq were 


Jordan’s regional diplomacy 


complied with. But only 
after there was no alterna- 
tive. Going along with the 
sanctions was a difficult 
decision to take for the 
Jordanians. More than 60 
per cent of Jordan's trade 
was with Iraq, and Iraq has 
been the only available 
source of oil after the Gulf 
states cut their oil supplies 
to Jordan. In addition, 
adhering fully to the sanc- 
tions has posed moral and 
political problems. 

In its new path Jordan 
tried to steer away from the 
killing ground between the 
two bitter axes within the 
Arab arena thar have ensued 


higher Arab nationalism, 
was indeed stronger than its 
opponents would have liked 
it to be. 

In a speech on May 22, 
1991 at the War College, 
King Hussein admitted that 
the Gulf crisis represented a 
new phenomenon which 
raises questions over the 
future of the Arab nation. 

The war, he said, changed 
the nature of Arab politics. 
Prior to the Gulf war ail 
Arab regimes were usually 
attentive to the collective 
interests of the Arab peoples 
and countries and sought to 
harness their respective 
national policies with the 


from the oil boom of the 
1970s came to an end, 
Jordan began to experience 
signs of economic strain. 

Economic retreat reached 
its peak in 1988 when the 
country's reserves of for- 
eign currency dwindled 
drastically. The Jordanian 
dinar was devalued and 
lough economic policies 
were adopted. Riots erupt- 
ed, mostly in the south, in 
protest against the then 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai’s 
economic policies. 

Since then, several tough 
economic measures have 
been put in place, including 
an International Monetary 


the significant issues of for- 
eign debt and economic 
restructuring with relative 
success. The goal of the 
adjustment programme. 
1992-98, is to steadily 
reduce the budget deficit 
from about 18 per cent of 
the GDP in 1991 to five per 
cent al the end of the period, 
gradually Increase the GDP, 
thus provide increased 
employment opportunities, 
tackle internal and external 
imbalances, ease the prob- 
lem of poverty, reduce for- 
eign debt, and instil confi- 
dence in the national econo- 
my. 

The results, of the econom- 





Three hundred and fifty thousand refugees from the Gulf put the country's meagre economic resources and infra- 
structure to the test (photo by Yousef AI Allan) 


because of the Gulf war. 
The Jordanian message may 
not have been loud enough 
but it was clear: the status 
quo is unacceptable, as well 
as Iraq’s remedy of it. 

In rhetoric and action. 
Jordan has adopted a unique 
approach, a third option, if 
you wish. This independent 
outlook has evolved over 
time and in a form of trial 
and error, as it is never easy 
to present a third way in a 
deeply polarised situation 
such as the one that resulted 
from the Gulf war wiifein 
the Arab domain. 

Yet after some initial diffi- 
culty, King Hussein charted 
out a distinct Jordanian 
approach at the level of 
inter-Arab politics. This 
approach, as mentioned ear- 
lier, neither endorses the 
untenable status quo nor 
docs it seek to change it vio- 
lently. 

Within the parameters of 
this approach Jordanian 
officials toned down their 
pan-Arab rhetoric, and 
simultaneously acknowl- 
edged the validity of some 
of availing realities. 

Among tho.se realities 
which Jordan began to reck- 
on with was that “staie- 
nationalism,’* as opposed to 


overall pan-Arab interests. 

But the consolidation of 
state nationalism within the 
Arab regime order was not 
the only lesson Jordan drew 
from the Gulf war and 
sought to reckon with. 

Jordanian leaders were 
quick to admit the con- 
straining factors emanating 
from the international envi- 
ronment on anti-status quo 
powers. The international 
system is premised on ihe 
preservation of the nation- 
state and would not tolerate 
efforts by any power seek- 
ing to wreak havoc with this 
fundamental principle. 

In a departure from previ- 
ous criticism of the League 
of Arab States and the 
United Nations, which, in 
Jordanian eyes, had been 
used simply as tools to legit- 
imate the U.S.-led onslaught 
against Iraq, Jordanians 
recognised the role that 
these organisations play 
within the regional as well 
as international order. 

Economic policies 

Another topic which is 
relevant to Jordan's regional 
behaviour is the country’s 
economy. As the financial 
windfall which accrued 


Fund (IMF) economic 
restructuring programme. 
Yet, the battle to reinvigo- 
rate the Jordanian economy 
is far from over. Since then, 
public spending has been 
cut drastically, unemploy- 
ment has soured, and prices 
have increased. 

Consequently, the standard 
of living of Jordanians has 
deteriorated, and one third 
of the population now lives 
below the poverty level. 

The bleak economic situa- 
tion was further exacerbated 
by the Gulf crisis. Three 
hundred and fifty thousand 
refugees and returnees from 
the Gulf put the country’s 
meagre economic resources 
and infrastructure to the 
test. Their sudden return 
placed pressures on social 
services and on an already 
faltering economy. 

This is without mention- 
ing the impact this extraor- 
dinarily large number of 
people had on the demo- 
graphic balance of the coun- 
try. Some suggested that 
Jordan might not survive the 
challenge, economically. 
But forecasts of imminent 
economic collapse because 
of the Gulf crisis proved to 
be incorrect. 

Jordan managed to tackle 


ic adjustment programme 
are mixed. But the overall 
performance of the econo- 
my has improved. The 
areas where progress bos 
been more visible include 
the balance of payment and 
current account, govern- 
ment budget, exports, low 
inflation and GDP growth. 

But such positive results 
were not attributable only to 
the adjustment programme. 
Other factors contributed to 
ilicse results, mainly gener- 
ous foreign aid in the form 
of grants from Germany and 
soft loans from Japan as 
well as those portions of the 
returnees’ savings in foreign 
exchange. 

One should not, however, 
ignore the adverse effects of 
the programme on the peo- 
ple as it did increase hard- 
ship for the middle class and 
the least privileged. Still, 
the economic restructuring 
plan and the agreement with 
the international financial 
institutions (IMF and World 
Bunk) to this effect enabled 
Jordan to negotiate success- 
fully its debt problems with 
the creditor nations. 

At the end of 1990 
Jordan’s foreign debt 
totalled $8.9 billion. The 
connin' needed $7U0 mil- 


lion annually to service it. 
The amount due in 1 990-93 
was $1.6 billion. The bur- 
den of debt creates trouble- 
some problems for Jordan's 
economy. 

Debt repayment accounts 
tor 25 per cent of current 
spending and it complicates 
the government’s efforts to 
deal with rising unemploy- 
ment. increasing poverty 
and a sharp drop in living 
standards. But the success 
of the economic adjustment 
programme and Jordan's 
exemplary economic recov- 
er}’ paved the way for 
rescheduling arrangements 
with the creditors. 

Since 1992 Jordan has 
managed, on the basis of a 
certificate from the IMF. to 
negotiate repayment with 
both the Paris and London 
clubs, after which it negoti- 
ated bilateral debt relief 
with individual creditors. 

Jordanian officials have 
also approached Japan. 
France, the European Union 
<EU) and the United States 
to request debt relief in the 
form of total write-offs or 
partial reduction. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion lias cancelled most of 
the Kingdom's debt and 
announced its commitment 
to write-off the rest next 
year. About one quarter of 
Jordan's current foreign 
debt i"S6.5 billion) is owed 
to EU member countries 
and institutions. The 
response from these coun- 
tries has, generally, been 
favourable. Jordan’s eco- 
nomic woes are not over 
yet, but the economy has 
been stabilised, and at least 
recovery is being placed on 
firm ground. 

Jordan's strategy of deal- 
ing with its economic prob- 
lems is two-fold. At one 
level the Jordanian govern- 
ment has taken all possible 
steps in terms of adhering to 
the economic adjustment 
programme, diversifying its 
export markets and cutting 
on consumption. 

At the same time, the 
Jordanian leadership has 
taken advantage of the 
desire of wealthy, powerful 
nations outside the region to 
create an atmosphere con- 
ducive to :ind encouraging 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process consistent with 
these countries' interests in 
a stable global order. 
Simultaneously, Jordan 
tried to apply the same con- 
cept of the need of regional 
wealthy countries for 
regional stability, and has 
pursued its earlier vision of 
a more equitable economic 
recime among the Arab 


Dr. Braizat is a researcher 
at the Royal Court. 


A Himalayan tribute 
to His Majesty 


Bv Rajan Thonlpurakal 

AN OUTSTANDING fea- 
ture of the 20th century is 
the increase in religious and 
political extremism. An act 
of fanaticism in any corner 
of the world is usually 
blown up out of all propor- 
tion and circulated widely 
in the media. 

Unfortunately. the 
unknown peace warriors 
are always neglected and 
the media is not giving 
them the prominence they 
deserve. 

So on the occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
birthday, it is only appropri- 
ate to highlight the noble 
deeds of this great man who 
inspires others to work for 
the welfare of humanity. 

‘The evil that men do 
lives after them 

The good is oft interred 
with their bones” 

(Julius Caesar — 

Shakespeare) 

As deeds speak for them- 
selves. I would only like to 
highlight some important 
actions of King Hussein in 
the recent past. 

To start with the most 
recent, the MENA summit, 
is to show just another feat 
of King Hussein’s interna- 
tional diplomacy. 

The rift in thq Arab ranks, 
wrought by the Gulf crisis, 
still clouds the Arab circle, 
but the tremendous show- 
ing of .Arab participants in 
the MENA summit was a 
clear signal thar there will 
be unity, stability and secu- 
rity in this part of the world. 

The presence of Kuwaiti 
and Saudi delegations at the 
Amman summit was anoth- 
er example of the King's 
pivotal role in unifying 
Arab ranks. 

If we examine the conflict 
spots in the world — 
Yugoslavia, Mozambique. 
Rwanda and other hot 
spots — we find Jordanian 
peacekeepers are spreading 
the peaceful message of 
Jordan and consequently 
enhancing the international 
prestige of the country and 
of the longest surviving 
head of state in the world. 

During the last wave of 
refugees after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, the 
King did all he could to 
offer refuge to all, irrespec- 
tive of nationality. No 
refugee will forget His 
Majesty’s or Jordan's hos- 
pitality. By keeping open 
the borders w'ith Iraq — Us 
only outlet to the world — 
His Majesty won the hearts 


of the Iraqis. For sure, they 
will never forget this noble 
gesture. 

The King received hun- 
dreds of Bosnians and 
offered them safe haven 
despite Jordan’s meagre 
resources. This was also a 
gesture of which other 
countries must take note. 
During the Yemeni civil 
war, all other Arab leaders 
were trying to compound 
the situation while King 
Hussein did his utmost to 
bring about reconciliation. 
Jordanians and people of 
other nationalities stranded 
in the midst of the conflict 
must have surely appreciat- 
ed the King sending the 
Royal Jordanian airlines to 
their rescue. 

The recent expulsion of 
Palestinians from Libya 
sent shock waves across the 
region. A group of 
Jordanians was stranded 
aboard a ferry in Cyprus for 
several days appealing for 
mercy. The world was 
largely deaf to their pleas. 
His Majesty intervened and 
sent an RJ airline to evacu- 
ate them. 

In a related incident, 
Jordanian landowners on 
whose land refugee camps 
are situated, recently 
announced their intention to 
sell their properties, which 
increased the anxiety and 
tension among the refugees. 
The next day His Majesty 
addressed the nation and 
reassured the refugees by 
saying “I am not Qadhafi”. 

On the domestic from, by 
introducing democracy and 
political pluralism. His 
Majesty has spread the 
image of the Kingdom 
internationally and has 
made Jordan an example 
for other Arab countries. 

Commuting the death 
sentences of many extrem- 
ists who made attempts on 
the life of King Hussein is 
just another example of his 
commitment to a civil soci- 
ety with respect for human 
rights. 

King Hussein is a gifted 
man. a great leader, and a 
strong advocate of peace. 

I implore God to bless this 
peace-loving, ever-smiling 
advocate of peace, to allow 
him to lead this beautiful 
country and its people into 
the new millennium. 
Heartfelt congratulations on 
the occasion of the 60th 
birthday of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 





40 years of social change: Past achievements, future challenges 


By Musa Shteiwi 


IT MUST be noted that social develop- 
ment in Jordan took place against the 
backdrop of limited natural resources, 
continuous regional instability and 
three waves of massive forced migra- 
tions. 

In spite of that, the country has expe- 
rienced rapid and unprecedented social 
development and change in the last 
four decades. 

In some respects, this country 
achieved in thirty years what some 
European countries were able to 
achieve in a century. 


The modem Jordanian state has, 
since its establishment, adopted a wel- 
fare approach to social development 
where the improvement of the quality 
of life and the development of human 
resources were at the centre of its con- 
cern and activities. 

This is no more evident than in the 
emphasis on education, health, and the 
various social safety nets that were 
institutionalised through governmental 
and non-governmental organisations 
and programmes. 

The rapid progress in the field of 
education has been one of the most 
prominent features of Jordan's socio- 
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economic development and a success 
story among the countries of the 
region. 

The majority of Jordanians can read 
and write, basic education is universal, 
compulsory and free, enrolment is 
almost 100 per cent for both boys and 
girls. 

As for secondary education, the 
country today stands as having the 
highest enrolment ratios for both sexes 
in the region. More than third of the 
Jordanians are in schools this year. 
This increase in enrolment has been 
accompanied by an expansion of edu- 
cational facilities and schools now vir- 
tually in every comer of the 
country. 

The expansion in higher edu- 
cation is no less dramatic. There 
are seven public and nine private 
universities with around 60.000 
students. There are 58 commu- 
nity colleges with an enrolment 
of around 24,000 students. 

The rise of enrolment in educa- 
tion has been specially dramatic 
for women achieving parity and 
closing the gender gap at all lev- 
els of education. 

Education has been, without 
any doubt, the main vehicle for 
social change and mobility in the 
last three decades. It has trans- 
formed the country from being 
largely rural and pastoral to 
being largely urban. 

The progress in health is 
another major achievement for 
the country. Infant mortality has 
been reduced to 25 per a thou- 
sand lives; life expectancy has 
risen to 70 years, and citizens 
can receive health care at 606 
various types of health centres 
and 19 public hospitals distrib- 
uted all over the country. 

More importantly, the quality 
of specialised health care ranks 
among the best in the region. 
Jordan has a variety of health 
insurance schemes and pro- 
grammes. 

Women have inched their way 
into various forms of public life, 
once an entirely male-dominated 
domain. Their participation in 
economic and political spheres 
has been steadily increasing. 

The democratisation of the 
country has given rise to a lively 
cultural and soda! life that has 
marked the character of the 






Participation in elections has meant a greater role for women in deciding their 
political future (photo by Yousef A1 Allan) 


country. 

Jordan has exhibited a very 
high adaptive capacity through- 
out its history in responding to 
regional and internal crises and 
contingencies. 

But the rapidity of social 
change, the many successes of 
social development, and the 
modernisation of the country has 
exerted some pressures on exist- 


ing institutions and 
created some chal- 
lenges for the new 
generation standing 
currently at the 
doorstep of the 2 1st 
century. 

I believe that we 
cannot afford to 
ignore those chal- 
lenges and they 
should not be left to 
the state alone to 
deal with. 

The first challenge 
has to do with the 
slow development of 
civic society and the 
predominance of 
pre-modern forms of 
organisation and 
expression. 

The weakness of 
civic society has 
contributed to a 
weak citizenry and a 
low level of social 
integration, thus hin- 
dering the emer- 
gence of institution- 
alised social, politi- 
cal, and public life. 

The prevailing 
salience of tribalism, 
sectarianism, and 
regionalism can no 
longer allow us to 
deal effectively with 
modem world. 

The second has to 
do with the cultural 
lag that we suffer 
from because of the 
rapidity of social 
change. 

By all accounts, 
we live and work in 
modem cities and 
institutions but we 
are still dominated 
by outdated values 
and norms. 

We have one foot 
in the modem world; 
the other in the 
medieval age. 

The third chal- 
lenge is poverty and 
unemployment. 

Both social phenom- 
enon are high and 
are at unacceptable 
levels. 

Without delving 
into their causes, 
these are problems that urgently need 
to be addressed and they should be our 
priority for the new agenda for social 
development. 

Finally, although women have come 
a long way and their social status has 
much improved, their participation is 
still comparatively low on the eco- 
nomic and political levels. 



Life expectancy has risen to 70 years and citizens can receive health care at 606 various types 
of health centres (photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


In order for social development to 
continue, women have to be brought in 
as full participants in social develop- 
ment, not only for their benefit but for 
the benefit of the entire community. 

Jordanians have to be proud of what 
they and their leadership have 
achieved in the realm of social devel- 
opment. Progress, after all, can only 


be achieved through clear visions and 
hard work. 


Dr. Shteiwi is professor of sociology 
at the University of Jordan and the 
author of a number of studies on 
Jordan 's socio-economic develop- 
ment 


King Hussein and the ups and downs of Arab nationalism 


By Jamal Shair 


WHETHER THE dormancy of Arab 
nationalism may be temporary or final, 
cannot be foretold. With the Arab 
League having lost ail its driving force 
for any political or economic meiger, 
federal or even confederal, among 
Arab countries, it is difficult to tell 
whether such a thing as Arab national- 
ism can possibly be revived. 

Jordanians may want to look back at 
the failure of the union between Egypt 
and Syria, after the Syrians gave up 
their parliamentary democracy, and 
when later Jamal Abdel Nasser's pop- 
ularity could not keep the union nor 
could he protect it when it was threat- 
ened. 

I believe the reason for the failure of 
the union was as Abdel Nasser himself 
admitted after the 1967 war. because 
the state was one of intelligence, to 
which I add. and dictatorship. 

We should not overlook the new 
realities of the world and the region, 
however. We are already immersed in 
the emerging values of the 21st centu- 
ry: regional cooperation or union 
based on interest, economic develop- 
ment. and parliamentary democracy. 

In many ways, perhaps Arab nation- 
alism has not quite faded oul Perhaps 
there is a hint arising out of the nature 
of new developments in the region, 
that a new form of Arab union is still 
achievable. 

Historically speaking, Arab national- 
ism and the wider picture of pan- 
Arabism had a significant impact on 
the developments being witnessed 
today. 

Up to the age of 15 Prince Hussein 
Bin Talal was a close companion of the 
late King Abdullah: he was at his side 
when the latter was assassinated in 
1951. He eagerly absorbed King 
Abdullah’s views and observed his 
way of conducting the Kingdom's 
affairs. 

He soon became familiar with the 
long history and traditions of the 
Hashemites since before Islam, and the 
Great Arab Revolt which strove for the 
independence and unity of the Arabs 
under Sharif Hussein Ben Ali. who 
was declared King of the Arabs. 

Jordanians, east of the River Jordan, 
had meL in 1920 to announce a nation- 
al programme and demands. These 


demands included the belief that the 
people of Jordan were and would con- 
tinue to be part of the Arab nation and 
that efforts for Arab independence and 
unity should lead to the establishment 
of a government headed by an Arab 
prince and accountable to an elected 
legislature. 

The Jordanian entity was also joined 
by Palestinians, whose aspirations 
were to liberate Palestine through 
cooperation with Jordanians. 

Carrying the same aspirations were 
the people of greater Syria and Iraq. 


The England years 


Studying in England during the early 
years of the 1950s, Prince Hussein 
found himself in harmony with other 
Jordanian officers and nationalists who 
subscribed to similar views on nation- 
alism. 

The young prince established rela- 
tions with Jordanians in Britain at the 
time, such as the late Dr. Fawzi Mulki 
who ‘ was Jordan’s ambassador to 
Britian, and army officers Ali Abu 
Nuwar and Shahir Yousef Abu 
Shahhout. The prince and the officers 
discussed constitutional amendments 
which King Hussein, after assuming 
his responsibilities as King in 1952, 
introduced. After appointing Dr. 
Mulki as prime minister in 1953. King 
Hussein continually led discussions on 
arabising the .Armed Forces and 
appointing more Jordanians to replace 
British officers. 

I was told by Shahir Abu Shahhout 
that King Hussein used to ignore 
threats to the throne in his quest for 
achieving Arab aspirations in creating 
a unified Arab nation. 

The discussions held at the time were 
instrumental in the decision that 
ensued to relieve John B. Glubb 
(Glubb Pasha) from his duties as com- 
mander of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. 


with Egypt and Syria; and the British 
ignored Jordan's call for protection 
against successive Israeli attacks. That 
caused a national debate in Jordan. 
The debate resulted in a clear call for 
following the new anti-Western camp 
led by the other major Arab players. 

The King was quick to take the lead 
in this direction. 

The King’s courageous decision to 
relieve Glubb Pasha and arabise the 
Armed Forces, was actively supported 
by the Free Officers Movement led by 
Shahir Abu Shahhout. and Ali Abu 
Nuwar. 

Abu Nuwar acted as a liaison officer 
between King Hussein and the move- 
ment. and played a role in its leader- 
ship. The decision was hailed by the 
vast majority of Jordanians. Arabs, 
political leaders, parties, and peoples. 

This step was followed by the estab- 
lishment of a new government, and by 
elections, one of the few free and fair 
elections for the council of representa- 
tives in Jordan. 

A new nationalist government was 
formed, which supported the new rad- 
ical Arab nationalist line, led by Jamal 
Abdul Nasser. 

Jordan enjoyed six months of nation- 
al unity and hopes were high for future 
steps towards a more consolidated 
form of Arab union than the Arab 
League, or the Egyptian, Saudi. Syrian 
alliance. 


fully comprehend the realities of the 
post-war era. with the British ready to 
give up their influence in the region for 
the U.S. 

An atmosphere of rumours of an 
impending military coups encouraged 
and exploited to create fear over the 
throne, followed. 

But the regime survived to prove in 
later years, (hat it was the most mature 
and far-sighted among the Arab order 
of nation-states of the 1950s. The net 
result of Abdel Nasser's regime was a 
catastrophe and the regimes led by 
Arab nationalists in Iraq, Syria and 
Libya, are definitely not an option to 
most Jordanians. 


that union for the throne. 

A more significant and symbolic pro- 
ject was the Hashemite Federation 
between Iraq and Jordan of 1958. This 
federation had previously been dis- 
cussed by King Abdullah and King 
Faisal the first of Iraq. It would be dif- 
ficult to judge how such a project 
could have developed, had it not been 
disrupted by the Iraqi military coup 
that year. 


The end of a dream 


Arab unity projects 


The setback 


Radical nationalism 


By the raid 1950s, a wave of dramat- 
ic events took place: Egypt’s Jamal 
Abdul Nasser entered in on the Arab 
nationalist scene: and the Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party emerged as an effective 
force in the Syrian Armed Forces and 
parliament: Saudi Arabia allied itself 


By the spring of 1957. however, sev- 
eral factors accumulated that caused 
the collapse of that national unity. 
There was influence over the palace 
and government from the exaggerated 
ambitions of some high-ranking army 
officers. The new' government exhibit- 
ed immature trends and a lack of 
vision. There was talk in government 
circles of the imminent weakening or 
removal of the throne, which some 
politicians claimed was as an obstacle 
to Arab liberation and unity. 

There was talk of abrogating the 
Jordan-British Treaty, which provided 
Jordan with substantial assistance and 
with the budget for the Armed Forces. 
The government at the time had no 
reason to mistrust a promise made by 
other Arab countries to substitute 
British financial aid. Neither did it 


Under the banner of Arab national- 
ism. Egypt and Syria. Iraq and Syria, 
and Joidan and Iraq, all attempted 
unity in the 1950s and later on. 

King Hussein's attitude combined 
concern for Jordan and the throne, and 
elements of moderation and far-sight- 
edness. 

I personally do not subscribe to the 
contention that the merger between 
Jordan and the West Bank was pan of 
failed Arab unity attempts. 

When the 1967 war was imminent, 
the then prime minister Wasfi Tall is 
said to have advised King Hussein to 
stay outside the fray to save the West 
Bank. 

The King replied that such a stand 
would cost him the throne and plunge 
the country into a civil war, and that 
the West Bank would still be lost. 

Indeed the paradox was, and still is, 
that the existence of Transjordan, and 
no doubt its well-being and progress, 
depended on the throne and (he politi- 
cal entity of Jordon that was shaped by 
the King. 

When Egypt and Syria formed the 
United Arab Republic. Jordon was not 
invited to join. Tension grew between 
the newly united countries and Jordan, 
especially between King Hussein and 
Jamal Abdel Nasser. 

Even as late as 1979. after the 
announcement of the Ba'ath Party 
union between Iraq and Syria, Jordon 
welcomed the union and was willing to 
support it and even hinted at readiness 
to join in. 

Influential advisers saw danger in 


The defeat of the Arabs in 1967. at 
the hands of the Israeli army, put an 
end to Abdel Nasser's plans and ambi- 
tions. That was immediately followed 
by the emergence of dictatorships in 
the Arab World, and the weakening of 
parliaments, but no doubt created more 
than a new reality. 

It consolidated the Arab nation-states 
that emerged after World War I. Those 
carrying the flag of Arab nationalism 
became rhe greatest enemies and the 
biggest obstacles in the way of any 
union between two or more Arab coun- 
tries. 

Dictatorships become more hardened 
in several Arab countries und the Arabs 
were polarised between West and East 
seeking protection. Individual action 
became more common, and the Arab 
League was enfeebled. 

In this new era of turmoil King 
Hussein continued to follow a moder- 
ate/ non-partisan role, Iraq's occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, followed by the Gulf 
war, were a major blow to Jordan's 
moderate and pan-Arab posture. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the emergence of the United States as 
the sole superpower, completed the 
picture. 

On the local scene, the events in the 
south of Jordan in 1989 posed a major 
problem for the regime. The King 
chose to return to full parliamentary 
life, and elections took place in the 
same year. 


Future look 


One may add that as far as power in 
the Arab world is concentrated in the 
hands of one man, a family or a clique, 
or even one political party, there is no' 
possibility of any union between Arab 
countries. 


Parliamentary democracy, with an 
increasing trend towards power-shar- 
ing. may give the Arab peoples a say in 
the future shape of relations between 
their countries. 

Jordanians are already on that road. 
They are not likely to sacrifice their 
moderate leadership and replace it 
with a dictatorship such as that in Syria 
or Iraq, or a family rule such as that ia 
Saudi Arabia, or the uncertainty of a 
future Palestinian state under Israeli 
sovereignty. 

A major reality is Israel, and the 
King's awareness that Israel is there to 
stay. 

With peace between Jordan and 
Israel, one cannot ignore the fact that 
Israel has become part of the region. 

This new development makes it pure 
imagination now to talk about Arab 
nationalism. To my mind, we should^ 
be aware of the possibility of lsraelT 
domination over the Arab nation- 
states. 

The possibilities of competence at 
the political, economic and social level 
can only be conceived by a genuine 
effort to build Jordanian institutions., 
and improve their performance. The 
most important of these is parliament. 
So far, I have not been able to detect " 
any real effort in this direction. 

The country has witnessed several, 
attempts at weakening its parliamen- 
tary life. These attempts will reduce' 
the role of Jordan in any regional' 
Whether Arab. Middle Eastern, or 
Mediterranean integration. 

The concept of Arab nationalism no- 
longer carries the same meanings it-did 
when King Hussein was bom in 1935, 
or when he assumed power in 1953, 
nor indeed in 1956, 1967 or 1973. 

He was able as usual to see facts as 
they were, and to associate his dreams 
and the durability of the throne with 
the realities of regional and worid 
geopolitics. 


Dr. Shair is a former minister of 
Municipal Affairs and a long’dnte 
political activist He is now Director 
of Al-Ahli Hospital in Amman 
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Jordan celebrates King’s 60th birthday 



(Cooflmied from page ij 

from all corners of the glohc 
art enough testimony cwf His 


Majesty's achievements since 
he inherited the throne at the 
age of 17 and guided the 
country through some of the 


worst turbulences that any 
country or region could wit- 
ness and survive to tell the 
storv. 
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prison bilateral cooperation 
m:-, economic, information. 
<uUural and security affairs. 
• The communique' said the 
. fa!k& resulted in agreement 
onJfce following: 

1 .Supporting bilateral coop- 
eration in strategic security 
for the two countries and the 
ftfftb World at large. 
2$jedging to take appropri- 
f^ sieps to contain all man- 
jfejtalions of extremism and 
fight all forms of violence and 
a£* of terrorism which harm 
stability and development. In 
this respect the two sides 
strongly condemn the car- 
bomb explosion which occur- 
red in Riyadh Monday as a 
terrorist attack and express 
solidarity with Saudi Arabia 


Jordan, Bahrain pledge close ties 

and ail other Arab states in 
fighting such terrorist ac- 
tions. 

3. The two sides studied ways 
for developing their econo- 
mic cooperation und decided 
to reactivate and stimulate 
their cooperation in financial 
and economic matters as well 
as tourism and trade, and to 
upgrade cooperation be- 
tween the two countries' eco- 
nomic organisations. 

4, Thc two sides agreed to 
upgrade (heir cooperation in 
cultural and informational 
Helds and to initiate cultural 
weeks which entail exchanges 
of information messages and 
other material and holding 
seminars and intensify cultu- 
ral activities. 

The two sides also agreed 
to pursue their meetings and 
contacts at all levels to ensure 


the implementation of these 
agreements. 

Sheikh Hamad, the heir 
apparent, expressed his de- 
light at the Crown Prince's 
visit to Bahrain and his satis- 
faction with the fruitful re- 
sults of the visit. 

Prince H assail voiced deep 
appreciation of the hospital- 
ity accorded to him and the 
Jordanian delegation and ex- 
pressed hope for similar 
meetings in the future. 

The Crown Prince, accom- 
panied by Sharif Jamil Ben 
.Nasser. Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kahariti and 
other officials, returned to 
Amman Monday evening and 
were met at the airport by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Khalcd Karaki. senior offi- 
cials and high-ranking army 
officers. 


tr 


Israel evacuates Jenin 







(Continued from page X) 

Ramallah, north of Jeru- 
salem, and the area around 
Hebron between Dec. 10 and 
31. Under special arrange- 
ments. soldiers will stay in 
the centre of Hebron to pro- 
tect 400 settlers living there 
among 120,00(1 Palestinians. 

In Cairo. Mr. Arafat 
praised the Israeli pullout 
from Jenin. 

"It is positive.” Mr. Arafat 
told the press as he ended a 
two-day session of the PLO's 
Executive Committee in 
Cairo. 

Palestinian Culture Minis- 
ter Yasser Abed Rabbo said 


the withdrawal was a "very 
positive indication which will 
help realise” the accords 
signed by the PLO and Israel. 

"The PLO sees what has 
happened in Jenin as proof 
that the accord is being im- 
plemented and that all sides 
are respecting their commit- 
ments.” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said. 

The Executive Committee 
also condemned the assas- 
sination of Mr. Rabin on 
Nov. 4 as a "criminal act 
which aimed to eliminate the 
peace process,” reaffirming 
its commitment to "continue 
the peace process." 

The PLO session, attended 
by 13 of its IS members, was 


the first since Mr. Rabin was 
killed. 

ft decided to create a com- 
mission headed by Mr. Ara- 
fat to “supervise the national 
dialogue and guarantee the 
participation of most Palesti- 
nian political panics." Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. 

He said “the door is open" 
to participation m the first 
Palestinian elections by the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas, but it was up to 
Hamas "to announce that." 

“There are positive indica- 
tions that most political 
groups will participate in the 
elections" for a self-rule 
council set for Jan. 20. he 
said. 



Bomb in Riyadh Kills 5 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Police, firefighters, ambu- 
lances all rushed to the scene 
where they put out the fire 
and pulled victims from the 
rubble, mainly American 
women. 

Two of the dead were seen 
later covered with blankets. 

Saudi and U.S. officials 
were seen picking up frag- 
ments of a splintered car. 

Saudi officials sealed off 
the area to the public. 

Around 200 people, mainly 
Americans but also Filipinos 
and Indians, worked in the 
offices, an employee said. 

The U.S. ambassador said 
he and U.S. Army Brigadier 
General Larry Smith, the 
head of the programme to 
train the Saudi National 
Guard, met with Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz, the head of the Saudi 
National Guard. 

The United States signed 
an accord in 1973 to train and 
equip the Saudi National 


Guard. The programme was 
described by the embassy as 
"a longstanding U.S. army 
security assistance program- 
me.” 

Independent of the Minis- 
try of Defence, the National 
Guard is tasked with ensuring 
internal security such as the 
protection of oil terminals, 
electrical power stations, and 
water desalination plants. 

It fought in the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

• In the build-up to the U.S.- 
fed war to free Kuwait in 
1991. some Saudis distributed 
cassettes and made calls from 
the mosques demanding the 
expulsion of American 
troops. 

More than 500.000 U.S. 
troops were based in Saudi 
Arabia before the war was 
launched in January 1991. 

The bombed building is in 
a plush business district 
where many fashionable 
shops, banks and business 
offices are situated. 


Witnesses said at least 30 
cars was charred or wrecked 
by the blast. Nearby streets 
were littered with shattered 
glass from buildings and shop 
windows. 

Surrounding buildings 
were badly damaged, with 
the front wall of one almost 
totally destroyed. 

Bystanders helped ro load 
bleeding casualties into cars 
to be taken to hospitals as 
ambulances raced to the 
scene. 

“We are seeing a lot • of 
bums.'* a hospital worker 
said. 

Security forces quickly sea- 
led off the streets. 

Witnesses said the blast 
was huge and was felt across 
the city. “It was like an earth- 
quake.” one Riyadh resident 
said. 

Several embassies in the 
kingdom stepped up security 
following the attack. Cars en- 
tering Riyadh’s diplomatic 
area were searched. 


No option but peace - Peres 


(Continued from page 12) 
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the debate will be to the 
point, legitimate," Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel Radio. 

“We agreed, the two of us, 
that each of us would work so 
that the political dialogue will 
be conducted in this spirit in 
the Knesset and out,” he 
said. 

“I believe we must work 
fully, and so I told Mr. Peres, 
within the full authority of 
the law, against that tiny 
minority that supports vio- 
lence and murder,” he said. 
f,hp region i “There isn't a person in 
of m ptir.f Israel who doesn’t think 
lent maKc | r>; m 0re could have been done. 

On the right and the left, I 
believe we must work to 
bring the internal reality in 
Israel to another course, to a 
course of greater tolerance, 
greater understanding within 
a debate to the point with 
mutual respect.” 

Israeli Cabinet Minister 
Yossi Beilin said meanwhile 
that Syria’s muted reaction lo 
the assassination of Mr. 
Rabin was “worrying.” 

But Mr. Beilin, a strong 
supporter of Middle East 
peacemaking and a close 
political ally of Mr. Peres, 
said Israel wanted a deal with 
Damascus. 

“I must admit that the 
tractions from Damascus are 
Worrying. I mean the human 
reaction, the spontaneous 
one to say, *we are sorry for 
the death of your prime 
minister even if we don’t 
have peace with you or what- 
ever.* This did not take place, 
and l wonder why,” Mr. 
Beilin told Reuters. 

Mr. Beilin said the new 
government, which Mr. Peres 
is expected to form shortly, 
would forge ahead with Mr. 
Rabin's efforts to secure a 
treaty with Syria and Leba- 
non, the last holdouts against 

...p-r making peace with their Jew- 
md a »sh neighbour, 
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Israeli government will fol- 
low the footsteps of Mr. 
Rabin in ojrderto make peace 
with Syria.' -'We are not only 
ready to make peace, we are 
also ready to pay a price for 
peace,” Mr. Beilin said. 

The price demanded by 
Syrian President Hafez A1 


comes immediately after, 
hopefully, the establishment 
of the new government and 
that peace with Syria will be 
one of the first priorities of 
the new government." 

Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustafa Has said Sunday 
Syria will not accept early 


Assad is the return of every warning stations on the 
inch of the Golan Heights. ' Golan Heights even if this 
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‘We can make peace. The 


the strategic plateau captured 
by then- army chief Rabin in 
the 1967 war. 

Syrian and Israeli nego- 
tiators have been meeting on 
and off for four years since 
the Madrid peace conference 
but they have made little 
headway despite unending 
U.S. shuttle diplomacy. 

Mr. Rabin’s assassination 
by a Jew opposed to land-for- 
peace deals, has raised 
doubts in Damascus about 
Mr. Peres’s ability to deliver. 
Western diplomats say. 

Having taken the heights, 
Mr. Rabin was seen as the 
only Israeli politician with the 
security credentials that 
would convince Israelis to 
hand them bade in return for 
peace, open borders, trade 
and diplomatic relations. 

“I believe that it would be 
a great mistake for all of us if 
we miss the boat between 
Israel and Syria,” Mr. Beilin 
said. 

"(The) price should be 
negotiated between us and 
the Syrians, preferably, 
directly. But if the Syrians 
would not like to negotiate 
with us directly on the high 
political level we are also 
ready for the continuation of 

the shuttle diplomacy of the 
United States. And I believe 
that if the Syrians are serious 
they will find in Israel a very, 
very serious partner,” Mr. 
Beilin said. 

He welcomed the planned 
visit next week to the region 
by Washington's peace envoy 
Dennis Ross. 

“The most important thing 
about Dennis’s visit is that he 


contributes to a collapse in 
the peace process. 

“If they (Israelis) think of a 
warning system on the 
ground, this question is non- 
negotiable even if the peace 
process collapses," General 
Tlas told students graduating 
at the women’s military col- 
lege in Damascus. 

“We do not want to get rid 
of occupation, only to come 
under another occupation, as 
we refuse to have a perma- 
nent symbol of occupation on 
our land.” he said. 

But Gen. Tlas also reaf- 
firmed Syria’s determination 
to press ahead with the peace 
process as a "national 
strategy.” 


Commonwealth starts new debate on democracy 


By Alan Wheatley 

Reuter 

AUCKLAND — By its 
tough action in suspending 
Nigeria for human rights 
abuses, the Commonwealth 
has given itself a new lease 
on bfe and immensely en- 
hanced its credibility as a 
guardian of democracy. 

But in passing what Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John 
Major called an add test, it 
may also have sown the 
seeds of future strain in a 
dub whose members have 
more than one yardstick for 
judging what passes for de- 
mocracy. 

Commonwealth leaders 
came to Auckland for their 
biennial summit with the 
task of giving teeth to a 
commitment to good gov- 
ernment that they made 
four years earlier in Harare. 

Cynics were silenced 


when the leaders, with a 
decisiveness rare in an in- 
ternational Organisation, 
suspended Nigeria within 
hours of its execution of 
nine minority rights activ- 
ists. 

Moreover, they set up an 
eight-strong panel of fore- 
ign ministers to monitor im- 
plementation of the Harare 
declaration and sound the 
alarm if a country starts to 
veer off course. 

“This meeting, I believe, 
is going to be one of the 
milestones on the journey 
that we are on... we begin a 
new Commonwealth,” New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jim 
Bolger, the host of the sum- 
mit, told its final session on 
Monday. 

Nigeria's provocation in 
carrying out the hangings 
on the first day of the sum- 
mit swayed the Common- 


wealth to suspend it once 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela had put his 
considerable authority be- 
hind such a move. 

But leaders stressed how 
painful the decision was and 
several felt the Common- 
wealth may have set a 
troublesome precedent. 
They demanded that the 
new ministerial watchdog 
tread carefully. 

“One man's democracy 
may be another man’s dic- 
tatorship. It all depends on 
your point of view and die 
state of your political de- 
velopment,” Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad told a news 
conference. 

He .said he would wel- 
come scrutiny of Malaysia’s 
human rights record by the 
new monitoring group. 

But Mr. Mahathir added: 


"I believe that most of us 
have got some skeletons in 
our cupboard and we can't 
be too insistent about look- 
ing into ocher people’s cup- 
boards.” 

Singaporean Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong 
was just as blunt. ”Wc 
should not allow the action 
programme to be used as an 
instrument to intrude into 
the sovereignty of countries 
unless we arc prepared to 
take over the governing of 
that country.” he told fel- 
low leaders. 

The Commonwealth had 
to be sensitive to what is 
workable or not workable 
in a particular country. “It 
is none of our business to 
intrude into a country and 
tel! it bow to govern,” Mr. 
Goh warned. 

From another corner of 
the Commonwealth, Gam- 


bian Foreign Minister B. I. 
Jagne reminded the group’s 
richer members that demo- 
cracy and development 
were two sides of the same 
coin. 

"Democracy cannot 
thrive in conditions of 
squalor... before you talk of 
democracy you should be 
sure, certain that you can 
send your children to 
school... that has not been 
the case with us in the 
Gambia.” Mr. Jagne said. 

The reluctance of some 
countries to let the watch- 
dog off the leash must raise 
questions about its effec- 
tiveness. 

But Malaysia's Mahathir 
said that for a club whose 
main weapon is moral 
suasion the initiative was 
still welcome. “Watchdogs 
even without teeth arc quite 
useful,” he said. 


Russian town’s Oxygen cocktails taste bitter-sweet 


By Philippa Fletcher 
Reuter 

N1KEL. Russia — They 
serve Oxygen cocktails in 
the health SPA of this Rus- 
sian arctic settlement and 
teach ecology in the school 
on Lenin Square. 

The sugary foam drinks 
have Oxygen pumped into 
them because there is less 
Oxygen in the air near the 
Polar zones. 

But the residents of Nikel 
know it will take u lot more 
than these drinks or in- 
creased awareness about 
conservation to limit, let 
alone stop, the daily dam- 
age to their surroundings 
and their health. 

They live in a waste land 
— a post-apocalyptic land- 
scape of black dust piled on 
hillsides dotted with stunted 
trees. 

Above them towers the 
culprit the Pechengonikei 
smelter built by Soviet 
wokers after World War U 
in ‘a long-disputed region 
called pine trees by the ori- 
ginal inhabitants — Sami 
reindeer-herders also 
known as lapps. 

“Whea I came to Nikel in 
1946 the area near the smel- 
ter was all forest, so deep 
that children were afraid to 
, go .in. Now. you can, see. it’s 
all burnt up by the pitiless 
work of the combine.” said 


one of the oldest residents. 
Anfisa Y-eromova. 

Nikel. half way between 
Moscow and the north pole, 
is not unique in Russia. The 
last few years have revealed 
environmental disasters 
across the former Soviet 
Union, created and then 
hidden by a system bent on 
achieving industrial and 
military might at all costs. 

Moscow no longer tries 
to hide the problem, 
although there is a military 
checkpoint along the icy 
road to Nikel from the Arc- 
tic Pun of Murmansk and 
officials are wary of stran- 
gers. 

The main reason for their 
caution is also a major 
reason why here, unlike in 
many of Russia's other en- 
vironmental blackspots. 
there is a chance that some- 
thing may be done. 

Nikel, one of two towns 
with big nickle smelters on 
the remote Kola peninsula, 
lies less than 1(1 km (six 
miles) from the Norwegian 
border in an area bristling 
with military bases. 

The ecology classes are 
pan of a joint initiative with 
Norway, where people are 
worried by the mess on 
their doorstep and anxious 
to help their struggling 
neighbour clear it up. 

"Today this single spot 
emits six times more sul- 
phur compounds into the 


atmosphere than the whole 
of Norwegian industry." 
said a Norwegian official. 

"More of our acid rain 
comes from British industry 
but here the pollution is 
localised and easy to 
clean.” he added. 

Oslo has offered to put 
up about S45 million of the 
S26U million it will cost to 
reconstruct the plant on 
modern, environment- 
friendly lines and in 
September Russia pledged 
a similar sum. 

But many people fear the 
project may never get off 
the ground. 

"We hove a government 
resolution assuming they 
will stan financing from 
January." said Boris Gule- 
vich. technical director of 
the combine's parent com- 
pany Norilsk Nickel. 

“but it is no secret that 
we can't do this without 
budget money... we haven’t 
got anything yet. it's all on 
paper.” 

The combine and the 
administration are 
embroiled in a struggle 
which is being repeated all 
over Russia in the chaotic 
aftermath of the collapse of 
central planning. 

The two local nickel 
plants owe 145.000 roubles 
(S29 million) in overdue 
taxes, which the administra- 
tion badly needs to support 
the ageing population of the 


bleak Kola peninsula. 

Environmentalists say 
the other plant. Sever- 
onikel. is an even worse 
polluter, spewing out heavy 
metals over a town de- 
scribed in a glossy brochure 
as “a pleasant oasis lost 
among the severe expanses 
of the far north." 

Both plants say they can- 
not pay up because they are 
owed by suppliers. Their 
parent company says the 
only way it cun afford the 
reconstruction is if the gov- 
ernment gives it tax breaks 
on its output, expected to 
rise 10 per cent this year. 

While no one disputes 
the environmental benefits, 
the economic advantages of 
reconstruction are not so 
obvious. 

"It’s a purely ecological 
issue," said Valentin Lon- 
sevich. a deputy governor 
of the Murmansk region. 

The young environmen- 
talists in Nikel are optimis- 
tic something will be done. 
“It's painful to see smoke 
pouring out of rhe Chim- 
neys every day and to know 
what it*s doing to the en- 
vironment.” said 17-year- 
old Roman Philipov. “I 
think people will release the 
factories cannot stay like 
that.” 

The chief doctor of the 
health SPA. Yuri Pipkin, 
says the people filling up 
the local graveyards are 


dying not just of chronic 
broodiiris and other 
pollution-related diseases. 

Unemployment has con- 
tributed to alcholism and 
financial instability in an 
area where both industry 
and the military are cutting 
back. 

Pipkin said his predeces- 
sor left because he was 
afraid the health SPA. with 
its array of sophisticated 
treatments as well as the 
feel-good Oxygen cocktails, 
would be closed down. 

But the combines of 
Norilsk Nickel, one of the 
leading world producers of 
the metal and a foreign 
exchange earner, are in no 
danger of closure despite ' 
their debts to the state and 
environmental problems. 

And workers there tend 
to carry on regardless of 
damage to their lungs, mus- 
cles and nerves. 

‘it depends on how long 
they work but in most cases 
people do continue to work 
because they have no other 
way out. The final result is' 
very sad." said Mr. Pipkin. 

Svetlana Derevetskaya. 
press secretary in the local 
administration, agreed. 
"Two years ago people 
talked about ecology, now 
this has taken a back seat to 
economic problems. After 
all people at the combine 
get paid much more than 
elsewhere." 


Romanians flock to Dallas,Kitsch Castle 


By Peter Bale 
Reuter 

SLOBOZfA. Romania — 
it may not be Disneyland 
but Southfork is the closest 
thing Romania has. 

With a replica of the 
ranch from the 19K0s televi- 
sion soap opera “Dallas” as 
its centrepiece, the South- 
fork theme park is a master- 
piece of post-communist 
kitsch. 

It is easy for Westerners 
to sneer at the spectacular 
had taste of the “Dallas 
Hotel." 

But for Romanians the 
park is a taste of glamour 
and fun in a country where 
for many borh are in short 
supply. 

Ion Alexandra, a cham- 
pion boxer and military 
pilot in the communist era 
and now an evidently suc- 
cessful businessman, ex- 
plains why he chose the 
Dallas theme. 

“Dallas is an old love for 
Romanians. During the 
communist regime. Dallas 
was the only serial which 
delighted and let us take 
flight from the monstrous 
society.” he says. 

"Dallas was like a fairy 
tale. Last week evening we 
fell as if we were looking at 
a beautiful story." 

He says two million peo- 
ple have visited the park 
this year and that he has 


spent $20 million on it. 

On a Dreary Grey au- 
tumn day. with a chill” wind 
blowing across the plain 
from Siberia, visitors were 
arriving from hundreds of 
kilometres away. 

“It’s something special. 
It's beautiful, quire beauti- 
ful. we like it." said Elena 
Berchiu. who drove UX) 
kilometres with her family 
to visit the theme park east 
of Bucharest. 

She said she wanted to 
return to spend a holiday at 
the “Dallas" hotel, not 
cheap bv local standards at 
50.000 lei ($25) a night. 

The them of the hotel 
extends to clocks showing 
Dallas and Slobozia time, a 
stretched C adillac 
Limousine in the driveway 
and “Dallas'* cologne for 
men on sale at reception. 

Alexandru has never 
been lo the real Dallas but 
was in no doubt about what 
he wanted. He says his 
ranch is a perfect copy. 

Texas this is not. Hie 
smokestacks of a sprawling 
ammonia plant, one of for- 
mer communist dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu's vast in- 
dustrial projects, are hard 


to miss in the distance. 

Yet the "Hotel Dallas" 
pales into insignificance be- 
side the enormous pink 
palace which Alexandru has 
built for himself. 

Surrounded by a match- 
ing pink concrete wall with 
guard posts the size of small 
apartment blocks at each 
corner, the "castle hermes" 
is simply breathtaking in 
scale and impact. 

A shiny tin roof the size 
of a football pitch is co- 
vered with tin weather 
vanes. Countless dormer 
windows light dozens of 
rooms and pink walls with 
white rrim tower above rhe 
bare earth yard and half- 
finished swimming pool. 

Guards in Red Hussar 
uniforms patrol the bado- 
nies carrying axes. On their 
heads they wear a cross 
between a beret and a 
sleeping cap. with an' N "H” 
for Hermes, the name of 
Alexandras business 
empire. 

In a country where kings 
and then communists built 
castles and villas the public 
never got to see. visitor 
Vasile Verchiu was greaie- 
ful that Alexandra was pre- 


pared to share his fan- 
tasy. 

“It's a big and beautiful 
investment and I think rhe 
owner is a really good man 
as he allows other people to 
see and visit what he had 
done.” said Berchiu. 

“He is a great man — he 
gives everyone, poor or 
rich, the chance to look at 
such a construction.” 

Some visitors describe 
the house as a "gypsy 
palace” since it shares some 
of the overwrought features 
favoured by prosperous 
members of Romania's 
large Gypsy minority. 

Alexandru emphatically 
says there is no such influ- 
ence in his house: “It has a 
mediaeval-style 
architecture, similar io a 
French construction. It has 
nothing to do with... Gypsy 
style." 

Just like Disney, Alexan- 
dra is brand conscious. Ev- 
ery employee, including his 
champion equestrain team, 
and every building carries 


the "Hermes” lable he uses 
in his export-import Busi- 
ness. He even makes 
"Hermes" TV sets. The foil 
name of the park is "South- 
fork. Dallas in Hermes- 
land." 

Alexandra, a native of 
Slobozia. about 160 
kilometres east of 
Bucharest, said his theme 
park fills a need. 

"This area lacked an 
amusement park. People 
come with pleasure. They 
spend a link. We have all 
they need, hotels, res- 
taurants. snack bars, boats, 
pools." he said. 

The mini-zoo is not ro be 
missed. A pair of bedrag- 
gled emus and board deer 
scratch at the earth in their 
pens. 

But Aiexnadru plans 
much more. A new 
hunting-themed restaurant 
opened in October with 
boars roasting outside and 
pheasants, pigeons and 
other birds hanging from a 
pole. 
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Jordan Cultural Forum 

P.O.Box 388 Amman 

President and members oil Jordan Cultural Forum 

convey to His Majesty the King their sincere 
congratulations on the occasion of his 60th 
birthday. 

May the Almighty God keep 

His Majesty King Hussein 
a symbol of peace, responsible democracy and 
a leader of the Arabian renaissance. 


Congratulations 

To 


HIS MAJESTY 
KING HUSSEIN 

and the people of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
ON 

HIS MAJESTY'S BIRTHDAY 

v®' 

NIPPON K0EI CO., LTD. 


Consulting Engineers 
President : Yuzo Imcd 
4, Kojimachi 5 - chonue, Chiyoda ku, 
Tokyo - Japan 
Tel: 03 -3 -238-8215 
Fax:03-3-265-6469 


The British Bank of the 
Middle East 
would like to 
congratulate 
his majesty 
King Hussein 
Bin Talal 
on his 60th 


<z> 

The British Bank of the Middle Bast 
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Algerian economy in transition, hit by violence 


Fa 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian authorities hope that a 
political settlement to the 
country's civil war can 
emerge from next Thursday's 
presidential election to put 
the country's crisis-hit eco- 
nomy on the road to recov- 
ery. ’ 

A tough programme of re- 
form to convert to a market 
economy after 30 years of 
.state planning has the back- 
ing of international financial 
institutions but the bloody 
conflict between the military- 
backed government and Isla- 
mic radicals is deterring fore- 
ign investment. 

Algeria is effectively bank- 


rupt. hit since 1988 by a sharp 
fall in the price of oil which 
accounts for more than 95 per 
cent of its revenue in hard 
currency. 

Last year it found itself 
unable to repay its sharp-' 
term loans, but managed to 
secure a rescheduling of $5.6 
billion, more than a quarter 
of its total foreign debt. 

The government also 
signed a stabilisation agree- 
ment with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), which 
exacted as conditions for a 
SI. 2 billion loan a halt to 
price subsidies, liberalisation 
of external trade, a sharp 
devaluation of the dinar. 


curbs on the budget deficii 
and a privatisation program- 
me. 

The privatisation, in a 
country where unemploy- 
ment has reached 25 per cent , 
has caused public concern 
and has been condemned by 
the powerful CGTA trade 
union. 

The state owns more than 
400 companies, including 20 
major industrial groups, and 
the sector is largely in the 
red. overmanned and with 
obsolete plant. 

Over five years the govern- 
ment has ploughed in 560 
billion dinars (more than 
SI 00 billion) but has failed to 


prevent output falling. Pro- 
duction was down nine per 
cent in the first half of this 
year alone. 

Last May, Algiers signed a 
new three-year accord with 
the IMF on access to funding, 
coupled with an additional 
loan of $1.8 billion. But the 
agreement was based on a 5.3 
per cent growth rate for the 
first year which expens said 
was over-optimistic. 

A new rescheduling agree- 
ment covering debts of $7.5 
billion was also reached with 
creditor nations in the Gub 
of Paris. 

As the government revised 
upwards its inflation forecast 


for this year, from 13 per cent 
to 22 per cent. Prime Minis- 
ter Mokdad Sifi admitted that 
the rescheduling could be a 
time-bomb if production con- 
tinued to fall. The new 
crunch for repayments will 
come in 2000. 

Algeria is still gambling on 
oil to get the economy mov- 
ing again. The state pet- 
roleum company Sonatrach. 
whose sales abroad brought 
in $8.6 billion last year, aims 
to boost output from 750.000 
barrels a day to one million 
over the next five years 

The government also plans 
to reform the agricultural sec- 
tor to cut its dependence on 


total 


food imports, which 
$2.5 billion a year. 

The authorities can take 
comfort from the blessings of 
international bodies. The 
World Bank has praised the 
government's management as 
the best for 20 years, while 
IMF head Michel Camdessus 
said he was perfectly satisfied 
with the way the structural 
adjustment programme was 
being applied. 

But sabotage and civil un- 
rest have caused an estimated 
$2.2 billion damage, while a 
thriving black market is busi- 
ly adapting itself to the end of 
the state monopoly on fore- 
ign trade. 


Clinton vetoes debt ceiling bill 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton vetoed 
Monday an emergency bill to 
keep the federal government 
afloat after midnight, setting 
up a showdown with Con- 
gress in their bitter fend over 
how to balance the budget. 

Mr. Clinton vetoed legisla- 
tion to extend a cap on gov- 
ernment borrowing and said 
he was sending his own ver- 
sion to Congress following a 
week-long war of nerves t s- 
tween the Democratic presi- 
dent and the Republican- 
controlled legislature. 

Congress had moved to 
raise the debt ceiling from the 
current $4.9 trillion and allow 
stopgap funding to keep the 
federal government from 
shutting down after midnight 
(0500 GMTS Tuesday). 

This could put 800.000 gov- 
ernment employees out of 
work, and result in the Un- 
ited States defaulting on its 
financial obligations for the 
first time in U.S. history, a 
prospect that has already 
made markets edgy. 

But Mr. Clinton has 
opposed measures attached 
to the bills, including one 
provision that would raise 
premiums for federal health 
insurance for the elderly. He 
has accused the Republicans 
of using the federal govern- 
ment as a hostage to ram 
through their proposals. 

Mr Clinton vetoed the Re- 
publican debt ceiling bill ear- 


P u 

ly Monday and was to veto a 
separate stopgap funding me- 
asure later once it cleared the 
Senate as expected later in 
the day. 

“America has never 
liked... pressure tactics.” Mr. 
Gin ton said as he signed the 
veto in the White House Oval 
Office. "I would be wrong to 
let These kinds of pressure 
tactics radically change the 
course of American life.” 

Mr. Ginton said the Re- 
publican legislation would 
have allowed the United 


States to pay its debts for the 
next month "but only at a 
price too high for the Amer- 
ican people to pay." 

The president said the bill 
would actually increase the 
likelihood of an unpre- 
cedented U.S. government 
default on its obligations by 
taking away some of the 
emergency measures avail- 
able to the treasury secretary . 

He also said it would force 
through adoption of the Re- 
publican legislative program- 
me including deep cuts in 
medical coverage for the 
elderly, education, technolo- 
gy and environmental protec- 
tion programmes. 

"This legislation is part of 
an overall back-door effort 
by the Republicans in Con- 
gress to impose their priori- 
ties on our nation." he said. 
"It is not good for America." 

If the dispute is unresolved 
by Tuesday, most govern- 
ment employees would be 
furloughed with only those 
deemed essential, such as air 
traffic controllers and federal 
law enforcement officials, 
staying at their posts. 

The Treasury Department 
is also facing $24.8 billion in 
debt interest due Wednes- 
day. Officials said they could 
probably shuffle some retire- 
ment funds to avoid an im- 
mediate default but would 
have problems over the long 
term. 

The heart of the battle is a 
dispute over how to balance 
the federal budget. The Re- 
publicans are proposing deep 
cuts in social programmes to 
erase the deficit in seven 
years while Mr. Clinton 
favours a moderate approach 
over nine years. 

The feud reached a fevered 
pitch over the weekend as the 
two sides traded charges and 
danced around each other in 
efforts to set up negotiations 
in a bid to avert the widely 
feared federal “train wreck.” 

Late Sunday. Mr. Ginton 


invited congressional mem- 
bers from both parties to the 
White House on Monday for 
negotiations on both bills, 
but refused to back down on 
his opposition to the provi- 
sions. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Leon Panetta said on U.S. 
television Sunday that there 
was ''nothing for us to talk 
about" unless the Congress 
removed the unacceptable 
side-issues attached to the 
funding measures. 

Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole said members 
could pass legislation without 
attaching the conditions Mr. 
Clinton finds so unacceptable 
— but only if the president 
first agrees to their plan to 
balance budget in seven 
years. 

But House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich said at a hastily 
arranged news conference -2 
at which he formally signed 
the debt extension — that the 
legislation was about the best 


Mr. Clinton would get. 

“I don't see how he's going 
to convince anyone up here 
to give him blank check or an 
open credit card without any 
kind of discipline fiscally." 
Mr. Gingrich said. 

The federal government 
has been forced to send em- 
ployees home for lack of 
funds four times since 1981. 
The last was a three-day fur- 
lough in 1990 when Republi- 
can president George Bush 
opposed the Democra tic- 
controlled Congress. 

This time, however, the 
interruption could be more 
severe. Some agencies, such 
as the commerce and labour 
departments announced that 
they will not publish their 
normal reports if the shut- 
down comes. 

Mr. Panetta indicated the 
crisis, which has already 
prompted Mr. Clinton to can- 
cel a fundraising trip, could 
interfere with the president's 
trip this week to Japan. 


Kuwait to promote 
foreign investment 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait will seek to encour- 
age foreign investment by 
cutting duty imposed on im- 
ports of equipment, Com- 
merce and Industry Minister 
Hilal Matm has said. 

A bill was being drafted to 
reduce taxes by at least 30 per 
cent from the current 55 per 
cent imposed on the value of 
the items imported, he said. 
Kuwaiti and other Arab Gulf 
investors are exempt from 
such taxes. 

Sheikh Matiri said be had 
“no objection to the parti- 
cipation of foreign investors 
in the oil industry,” although 
he was opposed to their parti- 
cipation in oil production, 
except in small fields. 


ign in' 
accounted for $1.2 billion of 
this project, which shows 
world confidence in the 
Kuwaiti economy.” he said. 


Iraq needs tractors, 
no supplier found 


BAGHDAD (R> — Iraq 
wants to buy thousands of 
tractors and combine harves- 
ters but U.N. sanctions make 
paying for them difficult, 
businessmen and officials at a 
Baghdad trade fair said Mon- 
day. 

The Iraqis supplied them 
with long lists of their needs 
covering a wide range of farm 
tools and equipment, they 
said. 

•'Initially, they are asking 
for 1.000 tractors and 1.000 
combines at a time. They 
would also like to manufac- 
ture 12.000 a year at home." 
Richard Humphries of the 
British company Massey Fer- 
guson told Reuters. 

Massey Ferguson, the 
world's largest manufacturer 
of agricultural machines and 
once Iraq's largest supplier of 
tractors and harvesters, has 
brought two machines to the 
fair. 

“Iraq has been a customer 
for 40 years.” Mr. Hum- 
phries said. ''Agricultural 
needs here are tremendous." 

Officials said it was not 
difficulf to obtain United Na- 
tions' permission to export 
the equipment to Iraq but the 
Iraqis were having insur- 
mountable payment difficul- 
ties. 

“They want the payment to 


be made either from their 
frozen assets abroad or defer- 
red until after sanctions." 
Mr. Humphries said. 

U.N. sanctions, imposed 
on Iraq for invading Kuwait 
in 1990. have blocked the 
country's oil exports and 
frozen billions of dollars 
worth of assets abroad. 

Iraq has about 4.(X)0 com- 
bine harvesters but officials 
say most of them were be- 
coming idle due to lack of 
spare pans. 


Massey Ferguson shipped 
more than 12.(X)0 tractors to 
Iraq in the early 1980s. Mr. 
Humphries said. His com- 
pany stopped trade with Iraq 
immediately after the sanc- 
tions but other countries 
were trying to dominate what 
once was a traditional British 
market. 

It faces severe competition 
from firms from Russia. 
Algeria. Italy, and Ukraine 
which have agreed to deal 
with Iraq, albeit on a limited 
scale, under the embargo. 
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BONN (R) — European In- 
dustry Commissioner Martin 
Bangemann. seeking to allay 
German fears about giving up 
the Deutschemark. said a 
single currency would be 
good for Germany and the 
whole of Europe. 

Mr. Bangemann, a former 
German economics minister, 
said in the Sunday edition of 
the Berlin Morgenpost news- 
paper a single currency would 
make the daily life of all 
European Union (EU) 
citizens easier. 

“The Germans as holiday 
world champions would pro- 
fit from this greatly,” be said. 
“Companies would be able to 
reduce their costs sharply 
which will in particular be- 
nefit export oriented com- 
panies.” 

Germany is one of the 
world’s strongest exporting 
narions. selling goods and 
services equivalent to 30 per 
cent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP) abroad. 

A row has raged in Ger- 
many in the last two weeks 
after senior opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD) said Ger- 
mans should not unques- 
tioning^ surrender the mark. 
SPD leader Rudolf Scfaarping 
said the 1999 start date of 
economic and monetary un- 
ion (EMU) should not be 
sacred. 

He also called on Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl’s govern- 
ment to answer Germans' 
questions about the effects of 
a single currency on their 
savings and pensions. 

A recent newspaper poll 
found 61 per cent of Germans 
opposed to a single currency 
and 77 per cent said they 
were not sufficiently in- 
formed about it. 

Brussels is planning to 
launch an advertising cam- 


t* 


paign next year to 
sceptical electorates 
the union of the 
EMU. 

Mr. Bangemann said: 
single currency would 
more jobs and more 
“It is the necessary^ 
sequence of the internal: 
ket and reinforces the 
dom of movement and 
traffic of goods and 
within the union,” he said 
Many Germans fear 
the new currency would 
be as strong and 
their beloved De; 

“The European centnjL „ 
bank in Frankfurt and 
pean system of central 
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will ensure that a monetarj 
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union will be built which «jj| D 
be at least as strong asj 
mark,” he said. . J . ' 

Mr. Bangemann said _ 

the strict financial criteria ^ 

monetary union contained^** 
the Maastricht treaty 
things like public debt, ^^^-^ 
terest rates and inflation taqit*** 
already brought about to* 

siderable success. Sevaaj 
other countries now bad tfd 
of inflation just as kwrtjj ^ 

Germany's. p#*** 10 * 3 * 

At present only Genoa* 

Luxembourg and Ireland an 
considered to qualify-ft* (0^ 

EMU under the Maastricl 
criteria. »’ii — 

Mr. Bangemann satiate 

thought several other cow > ~ 

tries would be ready' fajj- wfw L 
monetary union in 1999.. 

“I think at least two fai 
countries and a few smaJcSW* 
ones will fulfil the cri tern 
time,” he said. 
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France has acknowledge®** 4 
it has a hard task ahdad 
reduce its budget deficit ***** 
under three per cent of GDflrjr'' HiSD/Cz 
as Maastricht requires froJrl 
the current level of over fwtfttf I. 319.25 
per cent. 


THE Daily Crossword by Grace C. Pinkston 


ACROSS 
1 Diner beverage 
5 Uses the slopes 
9 Former barber 

13 Certain 
decorator 

14 Commandment 
word 

15 Exceeding 

16 Sean Connery, 
formerly 

18 Judge 

19 Conger 

20 Alpine stream 

21 Passageways 

23 Cut 

24 tn ihe past 

25 N.Y. island 
28 Accounts 

examiner 

31 Nigerian port 

32 Comic Johnson 

33 Polite address 

35 Oil acronym 

36 Attempted 

37 — cost (gratis) 

38 Give the eye 

39 Audition 

*10 Trapshooting 
41 Warren's 
occupants 

43 Sound system 

44 Stratagem 

45 Max or Buddy 

46 Approach 

49 Conferred 

50 Xenon, e.g. 

53 Onion kin 

54 Clark Gable , 
formerly 

57 Punta del — 

58 Swords 

59 Jai — 

60 Kind of silver 
abbr. 

61 Without 

62 Electrical unit 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved; 


DOWN 

1 Agree 

2 Land 
measure 

3 Conceal 

4 Bow 

5 Acute 

6 Sammy or 
Stubby 


7 — de France 

8 Forsaken 

9 Thomas Paine, 
formerly 

10 Ellipse 

11 Distribute 

12 Minerals 
14 Done in 
17 Fictional 

citizen's family 

22 Here: Fr. 

23 Paul Gauguin, 
formerly 

24 Exterior 

25 Decelerate 

26 Rhino’s 
relative 

27 U S. rocket 

28 Solos 

29 Western 

30 Hindu queen 
32 Sharp crest 
34 Marquand's 

sleuth 

36 Tumbleweeds 
40 Give a tip 
42 Molor vehicle 
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43 Baseball 
stals 

45 in Toyiand" 

46 Pub drinks 

47 — la vie 

48 Whale 

49 Feds 


50 Inaugural event 

51 “Care killed — “ 
(Shakespeare) 

52 Show Hem 

55 — tree 
(comered) 

56 Chatter 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“My mother told me to marry a doctor. 
You’re not a doctor, but you always 
make me fee) better!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end MDcs Adrian 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four orcfinaiy words. 
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WHAT THE PUNCH- 
PRUNK FIGHTER 
CONGIPEREP HIS 
BOXING CAREER. 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“ " rrm .a mm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Junttas: LAUGH HUMID SALUTE CHOSEN • 

1 Answer. What the fitUe doctor did on HaDoween — 


What the fittle doctor did on Halloween • 
MADE HOUSE CALLS 


Peanuts 


you're BACK FROM 
THE MOONTWOWi 
U/HATAN ADVENTURE!] 

TELL ME bJHAT TOU SAW 






THAT'S MY BROTHER SPIKE ! 
MY FAVORITE BROTHER! 
600P 0L' WONDERFUL SPIKE 
"0- 



HE SOLD YOU 
A MOON ROCK ? 



Andy Cap 




I COULD BORROW* PET- 

V 




PUTHIMANDASLEDBE- , 
HAMMER TOGETHER AND 
TOU-VEi 90TTV® TH1NS9 1 
Of= PXXJC5HLY EQUAL 
INTELLIGENCE 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES-t-,* 
DAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1995ft 


Mat fan! 


tttutaMxA 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 1 
19) You can reach important|' 
decisions in the morning toW 
day. In the afternoon, pracf 
deal affairs crop up which ca/ 
be annoyed. MfirJifa 


TAURUS: (April 20 to 
20) Study into your p: 


jaci 


arm 




EA W* 


Ufa 


matters and see bow theya$ 
working out today and 
you can find a better way 
improving them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to J 
21) You can handle penou*».^ n 
affairs well today, but later isj 



can 


off 


r*. 


4 ir.«.lf a ? n & world 


^ y ine London forei 
J S - doll^ 


the evening may fed 
trated in gaining y oardesirt»f(gr 
for success. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

22 to July 21) This is a JafSih' 
day today to accompBwCj^ 
much of real value especxywk^™ 
where your career is 
cemed. Rest up and be bappjBT''* — 
tonight. 

LEO :(July 22 to AngustlW^fmia 
If you are more cognizant WG** f(i _ 
conditions around you on 
day, you can forge 
more quickly, but don’t 
rastinate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 
September 22) You 
well at practical affairs di 
the day, so keep at 
diligently. Don’t go 
any tangents in the even 
LIBRA: (September 23 
October 22) This is a fine 
today for reaching an 
standing with die one 
want to be an associate, 
forget details agreed np 

SCORPIO: (October 22 
November 21) Add more 
our and effidency to 
career activities and m 
more profitable and < 
but a fellow associate 
prove bothersome. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov 
22 to December 21) Get 
that creative course you 1 
planned early today and 
well during the da;'' 

Avoid drudgery in the 
ing. 

CAPRICORN: (Decemkf 
to January 20) Fu: 
conditions can now 
changed to your greater 
faction during the 
today. Cheer up 

mate tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (Jamiai * 0 
February 19) You cot, 
municate well wither 
during the daytime tod* 
don’t be forceful 
the evening or there 
problems. / " 

PISCES: (February 
March 20) Gamer 
that you can handle 
affairs much _ 
don’t commit yoursel 
tarily or you could have 
lems. . i 


EX 


(Rl _ , 


«er| 


1 3494 
1-4160 
1-5858 
1-1396 
29 . 11 /’ 

4 - 8917 
1599.2 
101.42 
6-669(1 

6- 2550 

5 - 4882 
1-4120 
0-7385 

7 - 7328 




fog 


of 
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Binhstone of'Novetn^] 
Topaz — Tiger's Hye^ 


' 7.1 
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1 Scly? 

^ • t<OAFCMRE(AFP)-fti- 

uc ID 0* wined staff to 
^AvV S ttonvWyapffiidh^ 

J yxatttom is Am penes tbe 

&*t risk to many com- 
/I m °P erttH1 * m the re- 

* J ‘4Q]l£tt, * report received here 

| Xt e ^ ear ,Q con The Pofitical and Econo- 
an Af' ^‘esl'mic R»*h Consultancy 
° f lhe Kfcf'fPERCJ aid labour prob* 
Ban "U of one sort or another 

, irrB S e,n ann . figured among complaints 
JbTan? w ° tt k!kSdc ^ companies it sur- 

ltwasa 

> 

^movement ^,'of toft skin levels. However, 
;? Soods at>d ^ Q^joonnnon thread seems to 


problems dog companies expanding in Asia 


I— Ftf- 
staff to 


the unin. ». *tl\ 


he a shortage of quality 
labour, particularly at 
middle- and upper- 
managerial levels, and also a 
□tying need for training prog- 
rammes,'* PERC said. 

It warned that companies 
faced the risk of "spreading 
themselves too thin or 
pushing their staff too hard in 
a very high-stakes game, rais- 
ing the likelihood of mis- 
takes, oversights, burnouts 
and expensive, missed oppor- 
tunities.” 

The consultancy surveyed 
companies in China. Hoag 
Kong, ' Indonesia, Japan 
Malaysia, the Philippines 
Singapore. South Korea 


Taiwan and ThaUand ou the tun aad high qeaSty labou r, 
positive and ne gati v e features Some bo^^ a hope market 
of their tomcat environ- and plrntiftil and hmpeahe 
meats. labour. "But the quality of 

the labour (usually at tbe 
Some hoast affluent management level) a sorely 
populations, good infrastrue- lacking..." 


Quahcy of labour was a 
poshive lea&ffe riled by com- 
ramie* in Hong Koag, Japan. 
Singapore, South Korea and 
Taiwan. But all five ranked 
poorly in the coat of labour 
index. 



Prices of chicken drop again 
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tbe day. ^ LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


Q y ® fSeD(( fljiL0Nt3ON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
IBRA: rates tfor leading world currencies and gold against the 

October —1^: dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Xlay f° r Monday. 

landing 

^ to be.a^One ILLS. dollar 1.3494/04 Canadian dollar 

jxget detans 1.4160/70 Deutschemarks 

«n*rv iC^V Dutch guilders 


1.3494/04 

rrget den»-r. L41 60/70 

CORPI^ { °S , 1.5858/68 

Member ' 1 -1396/06 

° ^d 29- 1 1/15 

L.r activist 4.8917/67 

profits^ 1599.2/0.7 

l0re Eta#*-' 101.42/52 

6.6690/90 

rOVC b0 . o nS , .l'" 6.2 550/00 

AGrrTAW^ : i . 5.4882/82 

i 1. 4120/30 

tat crea0 ve V, ■ 0.7385/90 

|annedeart|„r i 7.7328/38 

, e ]l dunnp j,. 

■void drud? ■ One sterling SI .561 8/28 

>o ,flo#be ii>unce of gold 088.50689.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


dm un m# 
jmbut uxHMftx. a*** 
eaxao jumxh iuk 
wTnMJt wt inxtaitti ba»>«. 
aowtnuu- ravBLOMkm manic 
nu iiooazM un 

MBU KORAZT BW*K 
HCUB»t BUUr MMUC 
jORUH iUUUtZC BUK 

bdijuo xua 

««»■ xantTtattx * rxmtes un 
sect xuc aL SJkvxBuxwxatNXirr ran hdunie 
MU UJOC KB ZHVXSSXDfT 
W WUBCCMO COm-OBATIOM/jaKOAN 
iMUNDUma XNv wi r» w m‘ MMX. 


8NHKN a ■ C T o a 


iMOktiiei nctot 


jeauuurzjur xuexnzo pomcr 

MMMOUNT. PORTVOLXO B80URXTXCC 

RSkb MTnvn lavi u ma w r 

KicNiKAia mult 1 . Miriric <■ nnrrmiKS 

kMi XMTCst. ran ntvuarxorr g kdocixZQM 


VJlLCI fxtV. C Z063K 
XMDBO auOSXlfC nucx 

jo m eg 

oift.nno 3li.AU 



1C8SA6 INOBX hUm££Bi lM.38 
CQANCK , -0.«3> 


ICO INDEX NOHMEXi 121.50 
CKMCE t O-OO* 


IXIVZCII SECTOR 


hmaQwr uonirr. matkxiai. MNurAaraaXMO 
flfl! JOBDAir CttMXirr KACfOMiXS 

tux uu ntnu 

JOBPMI ITOCMM RErXMXBT 

rat un mniiL ea m iom c unreuuatt 

wttB iRiimxcBOTxcu. Hjuroracrna nw 

XMU OBUOCC ZRD0BTSXR8 

jQMttv ram g cmdsqmp raczcauBB 

OJUt M. DMtfk DEVELOftCem C XM V BS MM T 

ALOMZHnof zxseczmx 
txvjSToex a remaxe 
as as nm ooHvxitrnio c tiooim 

KWKUDg. mMmxxu 

TiHliUdUkAXX Kna-aaKzeix. moontfxzs 

tWXVUtSRL OOMXCM. XNDOSTKIEZ 

jeaoMi suLMe-csnacAbs 

ARAB UBS T kBt TOR 9KUX. C CHSMTOLLS 

y »» ii i w »t Mnw— ZHDnaTBZES 

JORDAN ZXCNI5TBZAD SSflOOBCBS OO. 

JOHiUUi KE>* OABU 0CMVMIY 
UBMuxiam, TO BMW) t CIWRTIC 
UNION chakxcal c vmcatiaulm Oil. muu&TRZ 


XBDDUTM t A J. 


K M C T O M 


71473 («()8X mOfflKR: 124.33 

CjaMU : -0.21* 


1620 1.210 1.200 

6437 3.610 3. 390 

3377 4.930 4. 900 

9486 9.330 9.300 

1020 3.430 3.400 

1031 4.370 4.330 

1300 6.000 6.000 

333123 4.0S0 4. 050 

8376 6.8QQ 6.700 

3463 5.180 5.150 

53395 .660 .670 

10000 1.360 1.380 

35735 .990 1.010 

19S7B 1.700 1.730 

2134 J.200 3.040 

2710 1.240 1.340 

16 J 4 1.450 1.000 

3)0 2.0(0 2.100 

6004 2.820 1.NS0 

103S2 1. 460 1.4S0 

7504 1.370 1.380 

980 1.95C Z.960 


431664 XKDEX HUKSXA: 121.37 
aaxKE 3 -0.33* 


GRAND T O V A l. 


677344 iniX KUXSZAi 155.37 
CfOtNCE : -0.36* 


PRICES OF live chicken at private shops 
dipped again this week to between 600 fils and 
650 fils per kilogrammes. Traders attribute 
the decline in prices to large supplies and 
limited demand in the market. 0:hers accuse 
traders of cheating clients by pretending to 
lower the price when in Vacs :hey only 
manipulate the weights, therehs nwLing dou- 
ble profit. Majc-j Abu Jaber. j chicl.en nhop 
owrner. says many consumers art; h.-rtan! to 
buy chicken because :he> do no: ;«is! :he 
sellers. Salem Al who raises chicken, 

said farmers sold their chicken as they 
reached the right si 2 e to prepare for rjtsing 
another batch for the month of Ranta-ian. .Vs 
such, large supplies caused prices *:■ drop in 
the market. 

The Ministry uf Supply said it h^-J priced a 
kilogramme of live chicken at >5'.'r fiK. r>f 
cleaned chicken at ! !5U ilia and of A1 D;eil 
slaughter-house a: 535«) f:Js. licwrsrr. the 
ministry added, any drop iu prices is related to 
increased supply nt the prcJuc:. T^e Ministry 
of Agriculture said most poultry farmers iujj 
their chicken in the past v-eeks ahead oi 
winter. This has caused large supply the 
local market beyond cornu tr.pt ton and. e;e«- 
rujlly. resulted in a big drop ta p. r :r,-.. the 
ministry explained. 

Adel Abdul Azi 2 . a farms r. said prices 
dropping that low were not in the interest ot 
both the consumers and the rai-'-e^ of chicken. 
He said prices going so low would trigger an 
increase in prices at a later stag. M:. AhJu! 
Azix pointed out that poultry tanners were 
suffering losses and were unat-.c to pay for 
fodder or for purchases of new hatches of 
chicks. He proposed having special war houses 
to store excess amounts of chic!:*.-:: mstead «.if 
dumping it on the market. 

With the market flooded with lov.-priee 
chicken, a canon of eggs was selling at 
between 1.5WG fils to !,60ii fils. 7!ie rise was 
attributed to many farms closing due to losses 
incurred from high production costs. Know- 
ledgeable sources said eggs currently selling 
on the market came from large terms capable 
of absorbing losses or from other farms 
backed by huge investments and able to 
generate profit (A1 Dustcur -r A1 Aswaq). 

** A SENIOR Palestinian official revealed 
that preliminary contacts had been made with 
the Jordan Export Development and Com-. 


entres Corpornttoft to bold a Jorda- 
nian fair in Palestine. He stressed that the 
Palestinian National Authority would fnovide 
all the necessary facilities to ensure tbe fair be 
a total success. The official. Saeb Bamyeh. 
told a group of Jordanian businessmen visiting 
the West Bank that negotiations are currently 
underway between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis to increase the volume of goods and 
products imported from Jordan to Palestinian 
areas. Mr. Bamyeh also said that an agree- 
ment has been reached to allow Jordanian 
trucks to take their loads directly to Palesti- 
nian .iruas after completing technical proce- 
dure-. at the crossings. He expected this 
agreement to be implemented by mid-1996 
r'Al Astt-.K?). 

i'-i- A shipping company owned by six Arab 
Ci uh states will resume shipping activity to 
Jordan starling later this month. The Kuwait- 
bas.d Uni led Arab Shipping Company will 
operate ^vice-monthly trips to Aqaba, the 
company's agent in Amman said (Al Ra'i). 

Water and Irrigation Minister Saleh 
Ir heidat Sunday denied thar his ministry was 
planning to raise water consumption charges. 
Addressing a press conference, the minister 
said that the ministry was continuing to 
subsidise water supplies and will not increase 
the charges on the public especially since 70 
per cent of the subscribers to the Water 
Authority belong to limited income groups.- 
According to Dr. Irsheidat. nearly 50 per 
cent or the cost of water supplies are not 
covered by the public adding that a good part 
of the pumped water seeps through the 
ground from the worn out pipes. Public 
consumers will continue to pay 100 fils for 
every cubic metre of the first 20’cubic metres. 
1VJ fii> for cunsumption between 21 and -40 
cubic metres, 400 fiis for consuming between 
41 and 7H cubic metres, 500 fils for consuming 
between 71 and 100 cubic metres and 600 fils 
for above this amount, the minister said. He 
noted that certain sectors, like hotels and 
industries, consume a great deal of water and 
are able to pay a real cost of the water without 
any subsidy from the government. But he 
stopped short of saying whether these 
businesses will be required to pay a higher 
charge for consumed water. 


r ^. r t • - O' • <_•.( A y * X t V V ti ‘J ^-52 K. 



DAJANI 

jF'.VFLLfP- 


Hi 

SrnJMOHiAK 

Professkxnd Oadkyjk 

Furnished Apartment 

1 Hour Service 1 

For Rent \ 

oar chop aad gee- 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 

* nm VM ptmtm 

ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumtshed/unfumished for , 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

f3m 

TBk 810605, 810609, aMSaO 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


1 SLwEflBEt 

SEAL STATE 


Amra Hotel Shops 
€th cirdei Amman . 



MING-SHING 
CliiBMt Restaurant 

i The Best CooWng. 

’ Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere fin Amnum 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Be** 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - £30 pjm 

. *30 - 11*0 PJVL 



NOT20Z 


• Eurep«an Statta & Chtekan 
- MkfcSa Eastam Grtta 
■ Ptzaa& Snacto 
m Mimburgm 
~ MBZza, Sateto 
’Aigal* 


A A N A NI a 
TECHNICAX 

*mi work 5 

Suppliers: of high 
quality weUlog 
machines, 
electrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 


< ij S A ps UB A 

863944 - 816890 


i^.edicu4/tcuat 

c Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
# Sushi 


f -.r Res. 512097 • 31 41 »S 
.• S» D.ieiicJ Con tor 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

irand Unfurnished 



81 6390 

At ~~t XL TTltlCJ 


FX>R RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
&Appartments 
in Amman 


for fizrtha detail please all 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



La Coquette 

restausa;.- 




For Sale 
or Rent 
In Abdoun 

1300 m2 

. el 63264 


Ona and TWo BaAaom 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


f^VILLA 
D’ANGELO 


Tel. 680093 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 


A VIS RENTACAR 

RENT A PHONE 

uhiii you pick. •: 
upvour ke\". 
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World Cup season begins slowly 


TiGNES (R) — Switzer- 
land's Michael Von 
Grueningen had a perfect 
start to "the Alpine skiinig 
season when he won the 
opening giant slalom of the 
men's World Cup on a windy 
Tignes glacier on Sunday. 

The 26-yeasr-old Swiss, 
who is always at ease on 
French snow — he was 
second here last year and 
won in nearby Val d'Isere — 
beat Norwegian all-rounder 
Lasse Khus by a mere four 
hundredths of a second with a 
total time of two minutes 
21.38 seconds. 

Fellow-Swiss Urs Kaelin. 
the Olympic giant slalom sil- 
ver medallist, was third on 
2:21.38. 

It was a sweet return for 
Von Gruenigen who suffered 
a collarbone injury last sea- 
■ son after leading the field in 
the opening giant slaloms. 

He had a'nearly perfect run 
in the first leg. leaving Kaelin 
and Kjus almost one second 
adrift. 

His solid performance in 
the second leg was enough 
for him to beat Khus. who 
hud twice in the past finished 
second in a giant slalom but 
has yet to win one in the 
World Cup. 

The Norwegian. Olympic 
combined champion in Li lie- 
hammer. prevented Switzer- 
land from achieving a dean 
sweep as another Swiss. 
Steve Locher. was fourth on 
2:2Q.S7. 

But the most impressive 



Martina Ertt of Germany'in action during the women's World Cup giant slalom (Reuters photo) 


display of aggressive skiing 
came unexpectedly from 
another Swiss, veteran Paul 
Accola. who had the fastest 
second-leg time and rose 
from ,15th in the morning to 
take sixth place overall and 
confirm Switzerland fine 
stan to the season. 

The 2S-year-oId Accola 
won the World Cup in 1992 
but has failed to win a race 


since. 


Von Gruenigen. who won 
World Cup giant slaloms in 
Veysonnaz in 1993 and Val 
d'fsere last year, took advan- 
tage of the absence of Italian 
superstar Albeno Tomba. 
who flew to California last 
week to prepare for the up- 
coming American races. 

Austrian Guenther Mader 
was another leading absentee 
and his team mates hardly 
made up for his absence. 


Three of the leading Austrian 
specialists. Mario Reiter. 
Chrsitian Mayer and Richard 
Kroell. crashed out in the' 
first leg. 

Slovenian Jure Kosir. 
Tomba's main rival in tech- 
nial events in recent yeras. 
also went out in the morning 


in 1994. was disappointing 
with 11th place. 

The race was run in windy 
conditions which led a lot of 
skiers to make mistakes at 
the top of the icy piste. 


run. 


Norway's Kjetil-Andre 
Aam'odt. "World Cup winner 


A women's giant slalom on 
Saturday was cancelled be- 
cause of gusty winds. 

Both men and women now 
travel to the U.S. for races in 
Vail. Colorado. 


Metal detectors, restrictions, security 
awaiting spectators in Atlanta 


ATLANTA (AP) — The 
1996 Olympic may be re- 
membered as the waiting 
games. 

Most people coming to 
the Olympics already have 
had to wait for tickets, are 
probably waiting now to 
find a room and will have 
to wait next summer for 
buses to CTeep from Atlan- 
ta's perimeter to the 
Games in the heart of the 
city. 

Even after getting 
through all that, another 
big wait is faring Olympic 
visitors. Ticket holders will 
have to pass through metal' 
detectors and submit to a 
rummage of their personal 
bags before they can sit 
down and watch the events. 

It’s all in the name of 
security, which will be 
tighter at the Atlanta 
Olympics than at any pre- 
vious games. 

“People have to under- 
stand this will occur. It will 
delay them some amount of 
time." said Bill Rathbum. 
security chief for the Atlan- 
ta Committee for the 
Olympic Games. "If they 
want to be there at the 
beginning of the event, 
they have to get there in 
plenty of time — at least an 
hour before." 

Since the 1984 Los 
Angeles Games — when 
spectators had ro pass 
through metal detectors for 
the opening ceremony be- 
cause U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan was in 
attendance, but otherwise 
entered venues unencum- 
bered — the electronic 
security checkpoints have 
been an increasingly com- 


mon sight at Olympics. In 
Atlanta, for the first time, 
metal detectors will be at 


every competition venue. 
Rathbum said. 

“We will have literally 
hundreds of walk-through 
metal detectors. The key is 
having enough so that you 
can accommodate peak 
crowds." 

ACOG says it has 
enough machines so that 
500 people can move per 
hour through each check- 
point. 

Also confronting specta- 
tors will be a long list of 
items prohibited from the 
venues for security reasons, 
ranging from bottles, cans 
and insulated food carriers 
to banners and baby strol- 
lers. 

“It's not that we care 
about them bringing a pic-' 
nic lunch, it's that we don't 
have the room to 
accommodate them.” 
•Rathbum said. 

“We don't want people 
to take ice chests and stash 
them in the bushes either. 
That was a problem in '84." 
said Rathbum. who coor- 
dinated Olympic security 
for the Los Angeles Police 
Department in 1984. 

“They didn’t want to 
throw them away... then 
along-.comes a security 
"officer 'and discovers this 
suspicious item carefully 
.hidden away in the bushes. 
And then out comes the 
bomb squad, and we open 
another ice chest and we 
wasted a lot of time. It 
happened a lot." 

Similar to last yea r *s 
World Cup. as spectaU-.'s 
approach the Olympic 


venues, they'll be greeted 
by fences that will be 
erected to serve as a secur- 
ity perimeter. Rathbum 
said. 

“Only ticketed people 
and accredited people will 
be allowed to get inside the 
fence — everyone who 
goes in will be screened by 
a metal detector." Rath- 
bum said. 

"You show your ticket... 
to get through the outer 
perimeter and then you're 
screened. Then you're in- 
side the perimeter, and 
when you go into the 
venues your ticket will 
actually be taken." 

Anyone who sets off the 
alarm willbe taken out of 
line for further inspection, 
so the line doesn't get back- 
ed up. he added. 

At some arenas, large 
video screens will be set up 
outside to make the wait 
more pleasant, said Dung 
Amot. ACOG's managing 
director for venues. And 
live entertainment will be 
provided at the largest faci- 
lities. such as the main 
Olympic stadium. 

Still. ACOG doesn't 
want a tailgate party atmos- 
phere developing outside 
the events. People without 
tickets who just want to 
soak up the atmosphere 
will be steered toward the 
centennial Olympic park. 
Rathbum said. 

"You can't hang out very 
close to the venue because 
of that perimeter fence." 
he said. “A lot of people 
will be hanging out at the 
park. I just don't think 
people will go to hang out 
around the venues." 


Townsend hopes to celebrate Irish honour 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Andy 
Townsend collected Ire- 
land's Footballer of the 
Year award here on Sun- 
day — and plans to cele- 
brate by leading the Re- 
public into rhe European 
Championship finals with 
victory in Portugal on 
Wednesday night. 

The Aston Villa midfiel- 
der and Ireland captain 
beat team-mate Paul 
McGrath and Tranmere 
striker John Aldridge for 
the accolade awarded by 
Ireland's soccer writers. 

But he must now over- 
come an instep injury be- 
fore taking his place in’ Jack 
Charlton's team against the 
Group 6 leaders in Lisbon's 
famous Stadium of Light. 

Only a win will guarantee 


Ireland a place in the last 
)6 in England next sum- 
mer. But if Northern Ire- 
land beat third-placed Au- 
stria in Belfast the same 
night, the Republic can still 
make it even if they lose 
their last qualifying match 
to the Portuguese. 

It will be a slide-rule 
mathematician's delight on 
the night. Ireland, one 
point ahead of Austria, will 
win the group and qualify 
automatically if they beat 
Portugal. 

But” by finishing second 
with a result as good as or 
better than Austria achieve 
in Belfast, they are likely to 
face a play-off against the 
runners-up in one of the 
other eight groups at Liver- 
pool on December 13. 


McGrath is set to break 
Ireland's appearance re- 
cord with his 79th cap in 
Lisbon and loss Charlton 
has already stated he will 
not disturb his usual back- 
four line-up in which Man- 
chester United's Denis 
Irwin returns to replace 
Chelsea's new signing Ter- 
ry Phelan. 

McGrath said: “It will be 
a great honour to get the 
record and it will be even 
better if it coincides with us 
making sure of a place in 
the finals.” 

Aldridge, needing one 
goal to equal Frank Staple- 
ton’s Ireland record of 20. 
should line up alongside 
Manchester City's Niall 
Quinn at the from of a 
familiar 4-4-2 formation. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


‘Nigeria not welcome at soccer tourney 1 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa said on Monday it 
had withdrawn an invitation to Nigeria to take part in a 
four-nation African soccer tournament next week. The 
sports ministry said the derision was taken after a meeting 
with SAFA (South African Football Association) and 
followed the move by the Commonwealth to suspend 
Nigeria over Friday's executions of nine human rights 
activists. 


Busy weekend for Effenberg 


BONN (AFP) — Stefan Effenberg. banned from playing 
for Germany after making obscene gestures during last 
year's World Cup. was involved in two flights over the 
weekend. The big midfielder first broke up a fight between 
Borussia Monechengladbach team-mates and stewards at 
half-time in a Bundesliga match at Dusseldorf. Then he had 
to be held back by bouncers at a disco when he got into a 
fight with another customer. 


Lessing wins triathlon title 


CANCUN. Mexico (AFP) — Britain's Simon Lessing won 
the men's title and Karen Smiers of the United Stales the 
women's at the world triathlon championships. Lessing 
beat out the favourite. Pat Beven of Australia, into second 
place with Ralf Eggeri of Germany third. Smiers. who won 
the 1990 world title at Orlando. Florida finished clear of 
Australian Jackie Gallacher and fellow American Joy 
Leutner. 


Pakistan face tough squash challenge 


CAIRO (R) — Seven-times world open champion Jansher 
Khan of Pakistan leads his country in defence of the world 
team squash title this. week but organisers say they face an 
uphill battle against Australia and England. Pakistan, 
unhappy at their second seeding beneath former champions 
Australia, are due to play rhird-rankcd England in the 
opening match of the 32-nation tournament. But the 
Egyptian hosts said neither team had submitted their order 
of play and it was not clear whether Jansher would face a 
rematch of his world open final defeat of England's Del 
Harris in Cyprus on Saturday. 


Taylor future in doubt 


LONDON (R) — Graham Taylor was facing a noon 
showdown on Monday after* Wolves called a news confer- 
ence to end speculation over the future of the troubled 
former England manager. Rumours arc rife that the 
struggling first division club arc ready to part company with 
their beleaguered boss. Wolves, beaten in the play-offs last 
season, were installed as first division promotion favourites 
at the start of the new campaign but have slumped to JSih 
in the table with just four wins from their first 16 league 
games. Even though they moved into the fourth round of 
the league cup last week. Sunday's goalless home draw with 
Charlton increased the heast on Taylor, with several 
hundreds of supporters staging a post-match demonstra- 
tion. 


Dalian defeat leaders Shanghai 


BEUING (R) — Dalian Wanda beat China's professional 
league leaders Shanghai Shenhua hy one goal to set a 
two-year winning streak on their home ground, the Xinhua 
news agency said. Dalian's Wei Yimin scored the only goal 
of the match in the 10th minute against Shanghai Shenhua. 
already sure of winning the league this season. Dalian are 
third in the league. In southern Guangzhou. Guangdong 
Hongyuan, who are second in the league ahead of Dalian 
Wanda by one point, tied 2-2 with visitors Jilin Hyundai by 
scoring twice in the last 18 minutes of the match. 


Hakkinen 
out of 


intensive 


care 


ADELAIDE (AFP) — For- 
mula One driver Mika Hak- 
kinen was Monday moved 
from the intensive care unit 
at Royal Adelaide Hospital 
as he continued his recovery 
from head injuries sustained 
in qualifying for the Austra- 
lian Grand Prix, a spokesman 
said. 

The Finnish driver was in- 
jured on Friday when he 
crashed his McLaren Mer- 
cedes into a tyre barrier at 
about 200 kilometres an hour 
(120 mph). 

The hospital spokesman 
said Hakkinen. 27. had been 
moved to another specialist 
unit and was making steady 
progress. 

He said Hakkinen was ex- 
pected to spend another 
seven to 10 days in hospital 
before returning home. 

Apart from his head in- 
juries. Hakkinen also suf- 
fered a fracture ro the base of 
his skull which prevented him 
breathing and forced doctors 
to perform a tracheotomy at 
the track, according to re- 
ports. 

Hakkinen was unconscious 
for 24 hours after he lost 
control of his McLaren be- 
fore it hurtled airborne off a 
curb and into a tyre wall. 


Wihdat move to 3rd 
after eighth week 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — With the first leg of the competition beyond 
irs halfwav point, the Kingdom's Premier League soccer 
teams began to take their normal place on the 12-team 
standings. 

During the past week A1 Wihdat s 2-1 wm^ over AI 
Oadissich moved them from an unusual 7th to 3rd place, 
while A! Hussein lrbid maintained their lead after upset- 
ting Kufrsoum 2-1. - 

ft was Kufrsoum's first defeat of the season. The i 
newcomer team, playing their second season in then 
prestigious croup, now dropped to 7th after keeping an - 
advanced position until the sixth week. .= 

. Former champions Al Faisali drew 1-1 with A1 Jazireh 
and remained in sixth place tying the jeague's two 
ambitious teams. Kufrsoum and Jazireh. with 13 points - 
each. . < 'f 

Al Ramiha remained in second place, two points behin 
leaders Al Hussein, after their goalless draw with Al Ah 
who are stuck at a disappointing 9th place. 

Sahab and Jalil could not improve their 10th and 1 ItJ^E 
places after their goalless draw but Al Baqaa scored a 
important 5-4 win over newcomers Russeifa in the fin' 
match of the week. 
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STANDINGS AFTER 8TH WEEK® 


Team 


\V 


L GF GA Pts i 

: *4 


Hussein 

Ramtba 

Wihdat 

Qadissieh 

Jazireh 

Faisali 

Kufrsoum 

Baqa'a 

Ahji 

Sahab 

JalU 

Russeifa 


18 

11 

12 

12 

14 

5 

6 
14 
6 
6 

7 

8 


4 

3 
6 
9 
11 

5 

4 
13 

6 
11 
18 
32 
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Santander's Alberto (centre) fights for the baft of Real Madrid looks on during their first 
with Real Madrid's Hierro (right) as Redordo division soccer match (AFP photo) 
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Atletico draw in Spanish League 


MADRID (R) — An acroba- 
tic display by goalkeeper Wil- 
fred Agbonavbare enabled 
bottom club Rayo Vallecano 
to hold Spanish League lead- 
ers Atletico Madrid to a goal- 
less draw on Sunday. 

Second-placed Barcelona 
drew 4-1 with Tenerife, their 
early lead on a powerful left- 
foot drive by Roger Garcia 
wiped out when Julio 
Llorente jumped to head a 
comer down into a net. 

It beat keeper Jesus 
Angoy, in goal in place of the 
absent Carlos Busquets. 
whose hands were burned in 
a domestic mishap last week. 

Agbonavbare. Rayo Vallc- 


cano’s Nigerian internation- 
al, saved at close range on 
several occasions from Atieti- 
co’s Bulgarian striker Lubos- 
lav Penev. who also missed a 
first-half penalty. 

Penev. a summer signing 
from Valencia, has been one 
of the key figures in Atleti- 
co's revival after the side 
narrowly avoided relegation 
last seson, but he was lost his 
scoring touch in recent 
months. 

Atletico also had key mid- 
fielder Jose Luis Caminero 
sent off in the second half 
after receiving a second yei-' 
low card. He" will now miss 
next week's crunch match at 


local rivals Real Madrid. 

Real went down 2-0 aw>ay 
at Racing Santander in a 
match where the title holdes 
badly missed playmafceT 
Michael Laudrup. on interna- - 
tional duty with Denmark. 


Argentine forward Jtian: 
Eduardo Ensaider, Real's 
only major signing this (tear 
son. wasted several chances. 


Real suffered a further 
blow when defensive gjjant 
Fernando Hierro was forced - 
off through injury. It was be 
first game after three weeks 
on the sidelines and he is now 
doubtful for next week's 
Madrid derby. 


GOREN &RIDGE 


HATH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HBtSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


A - Had East passed, you would 
have responded by raising to twg 
spades. Slake the same bid dot*, fir 
if you pan. a heart raise by Wetu 
could shut your side out of the bid- 
ding when th* han d actuall y 
belongs to you. 


Q. 'l • As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q 7 8 7AR1087 062 *752 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 i> Pass 1 O Pmm 
3* Tom 7 
What do you bid now? 


Here, however, you canT be sure of 
defeating four spades, so we sug- 
gest you raise to Gvc hearts — a 
two-way union. 


Q. 5 - As South, vulnerable, y m 


bold: 


*QB OJ 1094 2 OAJ6 *A J8 


Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AB OK 10 5 4 01062 *KJS3 


The bidding has proceeded: ; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAiTf ' 
I O Pam 2* 2*; 


What do you bid now? 


A - The one action that is beyond 
the paJo is three no trump when 
you haw only one shaky stopper i 
the unbid suit. The choice lien 
between three hearts and a false 
preference of three diamonds. 
Because of the quality of your 
major, we prefer three hearts. 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH East SOUTH WEST 

1 O Pass 1 C Pam 

2 0 Pass 7 
What action do you take? 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*7 4 CM 9652 OAK 7 2 *6 3 


Hie bidding hor. proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1C 4* 7 

What action do you take? 


A - You have enough to issue a 
game invitation, but bow should 
you go about it? Partner does not 
guarantee four hearts with the 
raise to two hearts, so four hearts 
might not be your ben spot. Show 
partner a balanced hand of inter- 
mediate strength and only a four- 
coni major by bidding two no 
trump. 


A • A dead nunuuum opening biclj 
has become even worse — East's 
spade overcaU has converted you 
queen into a useless asset. 

However, the intervention has al so 
relieved you of the necessity of find-’ 
ing another bid — the overall gents 
partner another chance. Bass. 


hokh ^ South, vulnerable, yt 
*94 ?AJ83 0J 7 6 *KJ9 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WES it 


1 NT 


A • Preempts were designed to 
make your life miserable, and East 
bas just succeeded admirably. If 
you think the hand lodes familiar, 
it was used u short Lime ngn but the 
preempt was five dubs. Then we 

recommended a double because of 
your quick tricks in diamond#:. 


Q.4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*Q106 0763 OB62 *A854 


1 * 

20 

What action do you take? 


Pami- 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I * 20 ? 

What action do you take? 


A - North's rabid does not promiw £ 
extra values, but you have as m» $ ? 
as the low allows for your one-no- 
response. Give partner the 
good news that you have a maxi- 
mum and four hearts by raising tii 
thrwhwna. 
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CINEMA TEL - 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Delan Walsh 
& Lora Leeni....in 


CONGO 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 


Denzel Washington 
Jene Hackman .... In 


CRIMSON TIDE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA " * TEL: 6/ /420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD "1" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD " 2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

$\rde of the Darkness 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMM0UN THEATRE 


TEL 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HUAZIN 
Sumaa” 


in 


HI Citizen 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


r 


In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is dosed 
until further notice 


- ' 

.r 
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Graft wins8th WTAtitle of the year 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Stelfj C»r;U survived a itronc. 
challenge from unuuded Lon McNeil to win the SNMl.iHK) 
Advanta Championships on Swuiui b-|. 4-6. 6.3. 

The victors' gave the top-seeUed Graf eiehl tournament 
titles in 1995. more than any woman player. She has won each 
final she hai played in. including the French Open. Wimble- 
don and the U.S Open. 

■it's the best year !\e ever had. even better than in ‘SK 
when I won the Grand Slam." said Oral, who is seeded 
number one this week s Corel WTA tour Championships in 
New York. "The competition is better now There were 
difficult tournaments, ditiurult circumstances this year.” 

Graf won despite losing her serve four times to McNeil", 
including twice in a row ai the end of the second set when the 
63-ranked McNeil rallied from 5-4 to win the set. Graf had 

faced only one break point in her previous two matches. w-m% 


against Zina Garrison Jackson and Meredith McGrath. 

McNeil had defeated Graf the last two times the two had 
played, at Wimbledon in 1^4 and at the 1WJ Virginia Slims 
Championships. 

"She has always been at the top of my list of opponents who 
give me trouble." Graf said. "There aren't that many players 
That conic in to the net constantly, keep the ball low and force 
you to pass them." 

In the third set. Graf broke McNeil in the first game and 
again in the third game, the latter aided by McNeil's missed 
overhead on game point. 

"That was one I'd like to have hack.'*' McNeil said, ”1 didn't 
really reach up to it. and I could have been in hotter position." 

Graf held the advantage to the end, when McNeil netted an 
easy volley on the second match point. 

Graf received $ IJS.tKK) lor her victory and McNeil received 
SbbJitXL 
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Houston Oiler defensive tackle Glenn Montgomery (right) grabs Cincinnati Bengals running back Eric Bienieny behind 
'i the Hne of scrimmage for a loss during the second quarter of their game (Reuters photo) 

49ers crash Cowboys 38-20 
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DALLAS (AFP) — Reigning 
American football champion 
San Francisco served notice 
that no matter how they 
struggle and who they lose to 
injuries, the 49ers remain the 
team to beat. 

>, Playing without injured 
jk quarterback Steve Young. 
_ nmr San Francisco stunned Dallas 
\^r (X & IIC 38-20 here Sunday, regaining 
O a share of tbeir division lead 
by upsetting the winningest 
team in the National Football 
League (NFL). 

The 49ers* southpaw quar- 
terback remained sidelined 
with a bruised throwing 
shoulder, but backup Elvis 
Grbac proved more than 
adequate for San Frnacisco 
(6-4) to snap a two-game 
losing skid and topple Dallas 
(8-2). 

More devastating than the 
defeat for Dallas was an in- 
jury to quarterback Troy 
Aikman, who missed most of 
the game with an injured left 
knee. 

Grbac connected over the 
middle to Jerry Rice and the 
NFL all-time touchdown 
leader ran 73 yards to com- 
plete an 81-yard touchdown 
play and give the 49ers a lead 
61 seconds into the game. 

San Francisco moved 
ahead 14-0 only 90 seconds 
into the game when Merton 
Hanks recovered a Michael 
Irvin fumble and ran 38 yards 
for a touchdown. Derek 
Loville added a 19-yurd 
touchdown catch and a one- 
yard touchdown run in the 
second quarter as the 49crs 
rolled to a 31-7 half-time 
edge. 

The Cowboys lost Aikman. 
in the first quarter and back- 
up Wade Wilson could never 
get the Dallas offense on 
track. 

Aikman was injured on a 
sack by the 49ers’ Marques 
Pope and departed the game 
later after being sacked by 
Dana Stubblefield. Aikman 

suffered a bruised left knee at 
the spot where the ligament 
attaches. 

The 49ers’ defence, ranked 
the NFL’s best, shut down 
NFL rushing leader Em mitt 
Smith, whose one-yard 
; plunge accounted for the only 
| Dallas points in the first half. 

\ The Cowboys had only 19 
y rushing yards in the first half. 
^ Dallas was buried in the 
< same sort of hole they faced 
— „ in Last season's semi-final 

1 P^ff game, when the 49ers 
i rolled ahead 31-14 at half- 
'i time and ended the Cowboys* 

I two-year NFL reign. 

u !t was like deja vu all over 
again,” Dallas coach Barry 
| Switzer said. 

Just as in the earlier defeat. 

; Dallas was done in by giving 
away possession of the foot- 
|bali. The Cowboys commit- 
ted four turnovers in the first 
three quarters to none for the 
! 49er*. 

Grbac scored a final touch- 
down for the 49ers in the 
foortb quarter. Irvin, trying 
f °r a record eighth consecu- 
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live 100-yard receiving game, 
had only catch for nine yards 
in the first 52 minutes but 
caught a final touchdown 
pass for the Cowboys. 

Drew Bledsoe threw two 
touchdown passes and rookie 
Curtis Martin ran for 142 
yards and two touchdowns as 
New England beat Miami 34- 
17 despite a record-setting 
day for Dan Marino. The 
Dolphins’ quarterback pas- 
sed Fran Tarkenton as Amer- 
ican football's all-time pas- 
sing yardage leader. 

**It*5 nice." Marino said. 
"Breaking Fran's record as 
the all-time leading passer is 
special to me." 

Marino began the game 38 
yards shy of Tarkenton’s 18- 
season mark of 47,003 yards. 
Marino, in his 13th season, 
broke the record with a nine- 
yard pass to Irving Fryar in 
the first quarter and finished 
with 27 completions in 37 
attempts for 333 yards and 
two touchdowns. But Marino 
surrendered two intercep- 
tions and a key fumble in the 
fourth quarter. 

*‘We didn’t get the job 
done against . these guys," 
Miami coach Don Shula said. 
"Somebody has got to rise to 
the occasion. It's got to hap- 
pen. We had some opportu- 
nities early and didn't take 
advantage of them. In the 
second half, we just couldn’t 
make any plays." 

Green Bay's Brett Favre 
ignored a sprained left ankle 
and tied a team record with 
five touchdown passes, in- 
cluding two each to Edgar 
Bennett and Robert Brooks, 
and the Packers beat Chicago 
35-2S. Favre was 25-of-33 for 
336 yards, matching a mark 
last achieved in 1983. 

“Brett Favre is the heart 
and soul of this team," Pack- 
er defender Reggie White 
said. "He is one tough guy to 
play on an ankle like that.” 

Jim Kelly threw for 272 
yards and connected with Bill 
Brooks for two touchdowns 
as Buffalo beat Atlanta 23-17 
in a matchup of division lead- 
ers. The game marked the 
return of Bills coach Marv 
Levy after prostate surgery 
and rusher Thurman Thomas 
after a hamstring injury. 

■•I’ve been into it all week 
now and its a thrill to come 
out of the tunnel and into the 
stadium," Levy said. “When 
you overcome an illness it's 
an even greater thrill." 

Kurt Schulz’s end-zone in- 
terception with 52 seconds to 
play sealed the victory for the 
Bills and gave the safety an 
NFL-best six pickoffs this 
season. Bill’s linebacker 
Bryce Paup had tw0 sac l ts ' 
giving him a career-best and 
NFL' high 13 this season. 

Lin Elliott kicked three 
field goals and Kansas City 
had rushing touchdowns by 
Steve Bono and Marcus 
Allen to beat San Diego 22-7, 
raising the Chiefs to an NFL- 
best 9-1 as they look toward a 
November 23 showdown at 


Dallas. 

Detroit’s Scott Mitchell 
threw for 260 yards and a 
touchdown and ran for 
another score in a 27-24 
triumph over Tampa Bay. 
The triumphant Lions (4-6) 
have been told coach Wayne 
Fontes will be fired if they 
miss the playoffs. 

Jim Everett completed 27- 
of-237 passes for 228 yards 
and two touchdowns to lead 
New Orleans past Indianapo- 
lis 17-14 for their fourth vic- 
tory in five games after the 
Saints had started 0-5. Cary 
Blanchard missed a tying 
field goal try with eight 
seconds to play. 

Chris Miller threw two 
touchdown passes and ihe St. 
Louis Rams won their first 


game in their new domed 
stadium 28-17 over Carolina, 
which had a four-game win 
streak snapped. 

Jeff Blake threw for 270 
yards and two touchdowns 
and Cincinnati beat Houston 
32-25 while rookie Joey 
Galloway scored three touch- 
downs. one on an 86-yard 
reverse run. as Seattle beat 
Jacksonville 47-30. 

Jeff Hostetler won his first 
game in New York since he 
played for the Giants, throw- 
ing a touchdown pass for 
Oakland in a 17-13 victory 
over his former teammates. 

Qadry Ismail caught a 50- 
yard touchdown pass from 
Warren Moon 2:16 into over- 
time to give Minnesota a 
30-24 triumph at Arizona. 


NFL results 


Buffalo 

23 

Atlanta 

17 

Detroit 

27 

Tampa Bay 

24 

Green Bay 

35 

Chicago 

28 

Cincinnati 

32 

Houston 

25 

Seattle 

47 

Jacksonville 

30 

New England 

34 

Miami 

17 

New Orleans 

17 

Indianapolis 

14 

Oakland 

17 

NY Giants 

13 

St. Louis 

28 

Carolina 

17 

Minnesota 

30 

Arizona 

24 (OT) 

San Francisco 

38 

Dallas 

20 

Kansas City 

22 

San Diego 

7 

Philadelphia 

31 

Denver 

13 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms 2nd floor with garage. 
Location: Shmeisani. Yearly rent JD 6000. 

Call TeL: 681672 
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Champs repeat NY marathon 



NEW YORK (AP) - His 
lender embrace at the finish 
line and the protective arm 
he wrapped around her 
shoulder on the victory stand 
underscored the poignancy of 
their triumphs in the New 
York City Marathon for the 
second straight year. 

German Silva and Kenya's 
Tegla Loroupc ran not only 
as defending champions, they 
ran to keep promises to the 
■Mead — to his father, to her 
sister. 

Silva's victory Sunday in 2 
hours, 11 minutes was 21 
seconds quicker than last 
year, when the Mexican 
made a wrong turn about a 
quarter-mile ('/: kilometre) 
from the finish before being 
redirected by a policeman to 
beat fellow country man Ben- 
jamin Parades by two 
seconds in the closest finish in 
the race's 26-year history. 

This year, Silva beat Paul 
Evans of Britain, who 
finished second in 2:11 .05. 
with William Koech of Kenya 
third in a personal-best 
2:11:19. 

But even though Silva 
made no wrong turns, there 
still was plenty of personal 
■ drama for the winners, who 
also overcame record-low 
temperatures and fierce 
winds. 

Silva. 27, dedicated the 
race to his 70- year-old father, 
Agapito, who died of cancer 
in July. Loruope. 22, was 
runnning in memory of her 
33-year-old sister Albina, 
who died Oct. 30 after severe 
stomach hemorrhaging and 
left behind four children 
ranging in age from 10 to 1. 

Before Albina died, she 
had wanted Loroupe “to ful- 
fill her responsibility in New 
York,” and the marathoner 



New York City Marathon winners German 
Silva (left) of Mexico and Tegb Loroupe of 
Kenya smile as they wear their victory- 


wreaths. Both won for the record consecutive 
year (AFP photo) 


had promised not to return 
home to Kenya until after the 
race. 

"When I was training I 
could see her face and she 
was smiling," Loroupe said. 
"Even today, she was still 
smiling. I ran a good race for 
her, but when I finished. I 
was sad because when I go 
home next week I'm going lo 
see the children but~not~m> 
sister. She gave me a lot of 
strength and encourage- 
ment." 

Silva became the first re- 
peat champion since Italy's 
Orlando Pizzulatu won in 
1984 and 1985. while 
Luroupe became the first 
woman to win two in a row 
since Norway's Grete Waltz, 


a nine-time champion, won 
her fifth straight in 1986. 

Loroupe ’s time w*as 2:28.06 
— 29 seconds slower than in 
!994. She was followed by 
world champion Manuela 
Machado of Portugal in 
2:30.37 and first-time 
marathoner Lieve Siegers of 
Belgium in 2:32.08. 

Silva said his emotions 
were the same as Loroupe's, 
because of their dual anguish. 

"It is something I have in 
common with Tegla.” he 
said. "We feel together. 

"I was running for my 
father. He was in my mind. 
He’s with me everywhere. I 
was doing this in his memory. 
When I remember him, he 
gives me motivation. I'm sure 


wherever my father is. he's, 
happy and proud." 

Loroupe. who said she 
would take care of her sister's 
children, was grieving the 
past two weeks. But she 
pushed aside her heartbreak 
to win the women's division 
by about 750 metres. 

The temperature at the 
Verrazanu-Narrows Bridge 
in Staten Island at the start of 
the 42.2-kilometre ^6-miie, 
38-yard) event was 4 degrees 
Celsius (40 Fahrenheit), 
matching the previous low. 
first set in 1981 and equalled 
in 1989 and 1992. The winus 
were gusting up to SS-97 kph 
(55-60 mph), and the wind 
chill factor was a bitter 
minus-S degrees Ce!s:u> (18 
Fahrenheit). 


Record signing Collymore’s future on 


LIVERPOOL (R) — The 
Liverpool future of Britain's 
most expensive player Stan 
Collymore was on the line on 
Monday after he said he 
would rather quit soccer than 
spend two years in the re- 
serves. 

Collymore, who joined 
Liverpool from Nottingham 
Forest for £8.5 million ($13.4 
million) in the off-season, has 
been relegated to the bench 
because of the fine form of 
fellow sinkers Robbie Fowler 


and Ian Rush. 

The 24-year-old England 
hopeful said in comments 
published in a British Sunday 
paper that if "I felt now that 
I'd be stuck at Liverpool for 
the next two years and just be 
average, and just go through 
the motions, I would give up 
football tomorrow without a 
doubt." 

Collymore, who lost his 
first team place through ill- 
ness and injury, also seemed 
to criticise Liverpool mana- 


ger Roy Evans for not plan- 
ning a specific role for him 
before spending millions to 
take him to Merseyside. 

Evans, unable to disguise 
his anger, said: "We are very 
disappointed that Stan Colly- 
more has chosen to go public 
'and air his problems like this. 

"We can’t take any action 
until I meet the player, and I 
won’t make any further com- 
ment until we've discussed 
the situation with him." 


With Liverpool having al- 
ways frowned on players 
going public about club mat- 
ters. Collymore may face a 
hefty fiqe and could even be 
placed on the transfer list. 

The frustrated Collymore 
has also seen his chances of a 
place in England’s European 
Championship squad fade 
and, while many of his Liver- 
pool teammates linked up 
with their national teams last 
weekend, he was playing for 
the Liverpool reserves. ~ 
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No option but to follow 
commitment to peace, 
Peres tells parliament 


Combined agency dispatches 


ISRAEL WILL respect its 
commitments to the Palesti- 
nians and work for peace 
with Syria and Lebanon, 
acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told parliament 
Monday as he derailed his 
policy objectives at a tribute 
to Yitzhak Rabin. 

"We must pursue the 
peace process. It is what he 
would have wanted.” he told 
the solemn gathering at the 
■Knesset attended by Mr. 
Rabin's widow Leah, and 
(heir children and grand- 
daughter. 

"The peace we have 
achieved for the moment is 
not complete.” 

He outlined his goals as — 
“security for Israel, respect- 
ing the commitments to the 
Palestinians, keeping peace 
with Egypt and Jordan and 
searching for peace with 
Syria and Lebanon.” 

Mr. Rabin's chair was 
draped in black material 
while a photograph of him 
fixed with a black ribbon was 
placed at the front of the 
Knesset, next to the speak- 
ers. 

“Once and for all we must 
come to a decision so that the 
future generations are free 
from the dilemmas we face 
today.” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres was due to be 
named the Labour Party's 
new leader at a meeting of 


the 1 .500-member central 
committee in Tel Aviv later 
Monday and formally prop- 
osed for the post of prime 
minister. 

He became acting prime 
minister after the assassina- 
tion of Mr. Rabin by a Jewish 
fanatic on Nov. 4 at a Tel 
Aviv peace rally. 

“There is no peace without 
a price. A true peace has to 
be made with neighbours.” 
he told the parliament. 

“Yitzhak Rabin knew that 
in maintaining the status quo. 
we would arrive at an impas- 
se. Because of the demog- 
raphic evolution, this country 
would become bi-national. 
The decision to compromise, 
even though painful, will 
guarantee the democratic and 
Jewish character of our 
state.” 

He stressed the need to 
preserve the strength of the 
army within the political de- 
bate and repeated his com- 
mitment to the “unity" of 
Jerusalem, of which the east- 
ern part was seized and 
“annexed" in 1967. 

He also hit out at the au- 
thors of Mr. Rabin's murder 
saying “extremists have no 
place in our society.” 

Right-wing opposition 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu recalled Mr. 
Rabin's role “in the three 
years to lead a complex and 
controversial political pro- 
cess. 


“We backed some nt the 
tracks without reservation-, 
such as that on peace with 
Jordan. 

“But on other track-, we 
continue to believe we were 
right and we will defend our 
democratic opinions, fot the 
assassin's bullet will nor 
change political life in our 
country." 

Mr. * Netanyahu, has -aid 
he will not oppose Mr. Peres' 
nomination for prime minis- 
ter. and addressed him in the 
special meeting as “friend.” 

But Mr. Rabin's widow 
Leah, who has accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of whipping up a 
campaign of hate against her 
husband, said his words 
“come much too late." 

President Ezer Weizman js 
due to charge Mr. Pere*. on 
Tuesday with forming a new 
government. 

Earlier in the day. Mr. 
Netanyahu met Mr. Peres for 
the first time since Mr. 
Rabin's assassination. 

After a half-hour meeting. 
Mr. Netanyahu said he .md 
Mr. Peres agreed to lowei the 
volume on political debate in 
Israel. 

“J rhoughr it was important 
to have this meeting because 
it's important to change the 
reality in Israel. It's impor- 
tant that the prime mim-ter 
and the head of the opposi- 
tion each act to ensure that 


(Continued from page 7) 


PNA fress Hamas activists; 
group may take part in poll 


GAZA cm’ (AFPl — Ab- 
out 13 Hamas militants have 
been released by Yasser Ara- 
fat's Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA), which said 
Monday that the hardline 
group was ready to take part 
in the first Palestinian elec- 
tions. 


But Hamas officials who 
announced (he releases said 
no decision had been reached 
on the group's participation 
in the poll. 

"Yesterday, the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
freed about 13 members.” 
said one leader from the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, asking to remain 
anonymous. Around 30 still 
remain in jail, according to 
Hamas sources. 


The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Hamas have been engaged in 
talks to try to work out a 
reconciliation deal ahead of 
the elections due in January. 

The secretary general of 
the self-rule authority. Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, said in Jenin: 
“Hamas told me personally 
yesterday that they will par- 
ticipate." 

Mr. Abdel Rahim, who is 
leading the reconciliation 
talks, refused to say which 
Hamas leader told him the 
movement would join in the 
elections, as he attended 
ceremonies to mark the 
llsraeli army withdrawal from 
Jenin after 2S vears of 


The top Hamas leader in 
Gaza and managing director 
of the Hamas mouthpiece Al 
Watan. Sheikh Sayyed Abu 
Messameh. was not among 
those freed. He was sent- 
enced to two years in jail by a 
Palestinian court in July. 

But there had been "an 
offer to release him because 
there is a possibility that he 
might be in the (reconcilia- 
tion! talks." an official said. 


occupation. 

But Hamas official Ahmad 
Bahr said: “I do not believe 
we will participate in the elec- 
tions. We have not issued any 
statement on the subject and 
there has not been the least 
comment from us on this. 

“It would be better if Mr. 
Abdul Rahim gives the 
identity of the person who 
made the commitment, be- 
cause Hamas cannot rake 
part in polls based on auton- 
omy accords signed with 
Israel." Mr. Bahr retorted. 


Hamas is violently opposed 
to the Israel-PLO accords 
which launched autonomy in 
May 1994 and under which 
Jenin was handed over on 
Monday. It has killed dozens 
of Israelis in bomb attacks 
aimed at sabotaging (he 
peace process. 

Mr. Arafat said Saturday 
that he would meet with 
Hamas leaders in the coming 
month, and he has also re- 
leased lop Hamas leaders 
from Gaza jails. 

But so far Hamas has re- 
fused to take part in the 
elections for an K2-member 
self-rule council and a presi- 
dent of the executive author- 
ity. hinting only its position 
could change while denying 
an internal rift over the polls. 

Although it has not laun- 
ched attacks for several 
weeks. Hamas has not re- 
nounced its threat of more 
anti-Israeli bombings, a key- 
demand by Mr. Arafat for 
any reconciliation. 

On Sunday, the Palesti- 
nians began registration for 
the electoral roll. Hamas has 
kept its options open by call- 
ing on its activists to register, 
according to a Palestinian 


newspaper. 


Assasin and rabbis 


in ‘unholy alliance’ 


TEL AVIV i AFP) — Radic- 
al rabbis suspected of having 
incited and given their bles- 
sing to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's murder were 
Monday in the sights of the 
Israeli police who fear more 
violence. 

A senior police official said 
several rabbis could be 
arrested this week for issuing 
a religious decree calling for 
Mr. Rabin's assassination on 
the grounds that he was en- 
dangering the Jewish people 
with his peace policy. 

Three rabbis arc at the 
heart of the investigation: 
Dov Lior from Kyriat Arba 
settlement near Hebron. 
Nahum Rabmovitch of Maalc 
Adumim settlement near 
Jerusalem, and Eliuhou Zini 
from a Haifa university. 

Despite their fierce opposi- 
tion to the peace proccs. they 
have all denied involvement 
in Mr. Rabin's murder by a 
tar-right religious Jew. Yigai 
Amir, at a Tel Aviv peace 

rally on Nov. 4. 

Bui a colleague. Yoel Bin 
Nun. has threatened to hand 
over a list of implicated rab- 
bis to the authorities. 

Under death threats since 
his warning to divulge names. 
Rabin Bin Nun now wears a 
bullet-proof vest and has six 
bodyguards from the internal 
security service Shin Bet. 

“We can't afford to take 
any more risks. I know, and 
l'\"e heard it several times, 
that rabbis issued this reli- 
gious decree. We now under- 
stand. but too late, the influ- 
ence that such words have 
had.” lie s.ud 

Rabbi bm-Nun uu*k the 


list to an unsympathetic chief 
rabbinate in Jerusalem on 
Sunday. 

“The rabbinate is not the 
Shin Bet secret service or the 
police, "snapped Chief Rabbi 
Yisrael Meir Lau. "The rah- 
binare will set up a committee 
to look into the matter — to 
examine the spiritual and 
moral side of the issue." 

Legal expert Moshe Negbi 
said any rabbi who issued 
such a decree "or simply used 
words legitimising the assas- 
sination” would be as guilty 
of murder "as the person who 
pulled the trigger.” 

A rabbinical decree of con- 
demnation known under the 
Hebrew- term of Din Rodef 
calls for the death of anyone 
who puts Jews in danger. 

"It amounts to killing 
someone without putting him 
on trial, on the grounds of 
saving other lives.” Rabbi 
Menahem Fruman of Tekoa 
settlement near here ex- 
plained to AFP. 

"Rabin was seen by the 
assassin us putting in the dan- 
ger the Jewish people. So he 
had to be killed. ' the rabbi 
said, protesting that the (ext 
of the decree had been dis- 
torted. 

"Nobody doubts that some 
rabbis are partly responsible 
for what happened becuuse 
they did not weigh the im- 
plications of their words." 
said Rabbi Fruman. 

Several other rabbis com- 
plained ot a witchhunt- “I in 
dangerous just to talk. I feel 
pursued and probably my 
telephone is being bugged." 
said .i Kvrial Arh.i r.ihbi. 
uskine not to be named. 


Al Bilad 
editor, 
cartoonist 
detained 


By a Jordan Times Reporter 


AMMAN — The chief editor 
and the cartoonist of the 
weekly newspaper Al Bilad 
Monday appeared in court 
and were ordered held with- 
out bail pending trial for 
allegedly tarnishing the im- 
ace of Islam 


Al Blind's newly -appointed 
editor K foiled K.isasheh and ihc 
newspaper's car;i«misi Usama 
ll.iu.M were ordered held .liter 
ihc Ic-idcr •»( the Muslim 
Brotherhood Abdul M.ifid 
Thunvihct filed .1 
accusing the two of publishing 
c.inoons :h.it \10l.1icd the Press 
and Publications Law (I1.1t pro- 
hibit* the printing of any material 
(hat «>kes umtempt of reli- 
gion. N.isef T:iw.ireh. Al Hii.id's 
publisher. mKI the Jordan Times 

The cartoon, entitled "ihc bel- 
ly dancer and the politician." ».i> 
run on Ihc *eso««l pace n! the 
weekly lor three coiisccinr.i 
weeks Use weekly’s contents 

tackle currenl e'enis and news in 
a s.ireastie manner. 

According i»> Mazen M.nali 
Al Bil.iJ’s lawyer. Mr K.is.isheh 
umJ Mr. Hu 11.11 were held Mon- 
day h:ii were denied bail 

"The nuMmum pc nails l«« the 
violation ol any article ol the 
Press ;snd P'i*di« ;uioiis Law i» JL) 
HUM Bril tsilh were held foitorc 
the court i*-ucil iu serdtei." Mr. 
X1.ii.ili sud 


No eo;;;i:;en> ».l' available 
Mondas night front Mr 
Thuneifou. who I tied the ease 
.i.Mirrs; V Hd.id Roth ;ourn.if- 
1 *. t s i’enie tub! in rite 

privm 


Palestinian policemen and residents of Jenin dance to celebrate the end of 28 years of Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank town on Monday. The Israeli army withdrew from Jenin and handed over the town to the 
Palestinian National Authority in implementation of a Sept. 28 agreement signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (see page one) (Reuters photo) 


Arab Bank donates JD1.5m to Jubilee School 


AMMAN U.T.I — The 
Arab Bank has donated 
JD 1.5 million to the 
Jubilee School, which is 
run hv ihe Nmir Al Hussein 
Foundation < TNI IF), lo help 
il build a physical educa- 
tion wmg complete with the 
required facilities. 

The donation was pre- 
sented Monday lo His 
M.iivsty King Hussein at 
the Royal Court in the pre- 
sence ol Her Majesty 
Queen Noor h\ Senator 


Abdul Ma (id Shoman. 
chairman and general man- 
ager of the Arab Bank, and 
Khaled Shorn.m. his depu- 
ty. 

Mr. Shoman presented 
the King with a message 
announcing the donation 
and die King voiced deep 
appreciation and thanks to 
Mr. Shoman and ihe Arab 
Bank for "this generous 
contribution which would 
contribute to further hm>M- 
inu the services ol the 


school io the haul com- 
munities.” 

The Jubilee School, 
which opened ns doors in 
my at :i temporary site in 
Ahdoun district, offers 
gifted students a unique, 
learning experience and a 
curriculum based on their 
special needs, capabilities 
and experiences. 

The advanced academic 
programme at the school 
meets the intellectual, 
effective and creative needs 


•if gifted students and chal- 
lenges them to achieve 
their full potential. 

In his message. Mr. Sho- 
man expressed his best 
wishes to the King on his 
Pffrh birthday and paid tri- 
bute to his keenness on 
promoting education for 
the young generation. 

The King and Queen laid 
the cornerstone for a 
permanent site tor the 
Jubilee School in Yajouz in 
Mav. 


Israeli 
air raid 
kills 2 in 


Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies! — 
Israeli warplanes attacked a 
Palestinian guerrilla base 
south of Beirut on Monday, 
killing two members of a 
guerrilla group and wounding 
eight others, police and the 
organisation said. 


Several fighter-bombers 
fired 26 missiles at a military 


base of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP- 
GC). police said. 

The bases are dug into hills 
at Naameh. 20 kilometres 
south of Beirut. 


A PFLP-GC spokesman 
said two members of the 
organisation were killed and 
eight wounded, saying they 
were civilians working in a 
community centre and clinic. 
The toll was confirmed by 
police. 


Palestinian guerrillas and 
Lebanese security services 
sealed off the area, which was 
shrouded in smoke, as army 
anti-aircraft guns swung into 
action. 


The Israeli raid sparked 
panic on the busy coast road 
which links Beirut to South 
Lebanon. 

The Jewish state last raided 
the guerrilla bases at Naameh 
on Aug. 14. without causing 
casualties. A total of five 
gucnjllas have now been kil- 
led and 13 wounded in raids 
since the start of the year. 

The PFLP-GC is opposed 
to the AraMsraeli peace pro- 
cess. It welcomed Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination on 
Nov. 4. 

It is headed by Ahmad 
Jibril. a former Syrian army- 
officer who is based in 
Damascus. 


Security sources said that 
in an initial strike on Moh- 
day. the Israeli planes fired 
eight rockets into the seaside 
hills. 

Witnesses said four Israeli 
helicopters hovered over the 
hills, dropping thermal bal- 
loons to divert any guerrilla 
surface-to-air missiles away 
from aircraft. 


Lebanese and Syrian 
troops fired anti-aircraft 

weapons at the planes but 
none was hit. thev added. 


In Beirut, a spokesman for 
PFLP-GC confirmed the ini- 
tial air raid, saying it targeted 
a group outpost in the hills. 

Minutes before news of the 
first air raid, Lebanese army- 
gunners fired anti-aircraft 
weapons at Israeli planes 
flying over the capital Beirut, 
security sources said. 


They said troops .stationed 
at Yarzeh suburb near the 
hilltop Defence Ministry 
overlooking Beirut fired at 
the planes, bui none was hit. 


Early polls begin in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AH’) - Early 
voting hce.tn Monday in suh- 
S.ih.-ir.m Algeria as well as for 
members of Algeria's secur- 
ity services, three days ahead 
of the main poll in controver- 
sial presidential elections 
here. 

Additional security mea- 
sures have heen brought in in 
protect voters and pollingMa- 
lions. amid a boycott by* Isla- 
mic fundamentalists who 
have pledged to disrupt the 
election. 

Military reinforcements 
were stationed on all main 
roads into Algiers, and buses 
and lorries searched systema- 
tically. Extra roadblocks 
were set up by the army 
outside major towns. 

At middav. slate television 


showed long queues at 'Alge- 
rian bn i racks, where soldiers 


of the 14<J.iHHi-strong army 
waited their turn, electoral 
card in hand. 

Portraits of the four candi- 
dates — incumbent Liamine 
Zcrounl. Said Sadi. Muhfoud 
Nnhnah and Nourcddine 
Bnukrouh — tesiooned the 
walls of the voting centres. 

At his last rally Monday. 
Mr. Zeroual culled for “uni- 
ty'' and denounced extrem- 
ists who he claimed were 
"ready to kill half of the 


people to gain access in p.«u 
er." 

Address) ue some wiiii. 
S.IKH) people .it ilie- OlvrnpK 
sports centre m \lgicis. Mi 
Zeroual rejected a* .i h«rci-.Mi 
formula the "clasMtic.iium 
of candidates into "eradicu- 
tors. conciliators. Islamic ex- 
tremists and power." 

"No to this classification.” 
he said to thunderous ap- 
plause. 

Algeria is "facing j pi of 
hatched abroad and carried 
out by Algerians." he sard, 
adding: "Wc have the fi- 
gures." most of them are sons 
of ’harkis."’ referring to 
French army auxiliaries in the 
!954-fi2 Algerian war. 

"Their real qualifications: 
crimi nalis. traitors and mer- 
cenaries." he said. They are 
“ready lo kill half of the 
Algerian people to gdin ac- 
cess to 'power.'' 

Mr. Zeroual. stressing that 
he was an independent candi- 
date. called on Algerians to 
vote in "total freedom” and 
to reject "programmes which 
take on fictitious commit- 
ments." 

"Miracle men jnd miracle 
solutions don't exist." 

At the same rally, world 
I.^DO-nietre champion Hassi- 
ha Biiulmcrka urued Alge- 


rians to vote "tor the lion 
Liamine Zeroual." while for- 
mer television presenter 
Leila read a text tmm the 
poet Omar Burnmun. 

Many lamilics braved 
heavy rain to attend the rally . 
bringing their children and 
dressed" in Zeroual T-shirts. 

Islamic candidate Mahfoud 
Nahnah. was due to hold his 
last rally in Algiers, and 
Noreddine Botikrouh in Bab 
el Oued. Said Sadi was due to 
wrap up his campaign in 
Bechar in the south. 

In southern Algeria, scores 
of mobile polling stations be- 


gan a drive through small 
die 


communities to allow the 
nomadic population to vote, 
while soldiers in the I4U.00U- 
strong army started voting 
within their barracks. 

Gendarmes and police 
were also taking pan in the 
polls. 

Voting centres were also 
set up at the police school 
and at National Security 
headquarters at Bab el Oued. 

The electoral campaign 
was due to end at midnight 
Monday, but since early in 
the day. weekly markets and 
schools have been shut, 
sports events postponed and 
lorries directed onto only ma- 
jor mads 


Nigeria defies world anger 


ABUJA (AFP) — Nigeria's 
military regime on Monday 
angrily rejected worldwide 
condemnation of its execu- 
tion of nine human rights 
activists, counicring iliplnnu- 
tic snubs with a recall of its 
envoys from key Western 
countries, and even tioni 
South Africa. 

As the European Union 
(El’) said it was considering 
a hade embargo against the 
West African state — which 
depends heavily on oil ex- 
ports — national radio 
announced that Nigeria was 
withdrawing its ambassadors 
from the 15 El.J stales. :is well 
as from the United Slates and 
Pretoria. 

The ambassadors were to 
return “immcdiatelv ” tor 
consultations, the radio said. 

Meanwhile a legal advisor 
to military strongman Gener- 
al Sani Abacha said that the 
convictions of the nine activ- 
ists. including writer Ken 
Saro-Wiwa. were “based on 
the verdict of .i legally consti- 
tuted court of law." 

“Criminal -conduct is not 
subject i«» international stan- 
dards hut (to) the domestic 
laws and procedure of the 
country concerned.” said 
adviser H.tualu Yadudu. in a 
statement marking the first 
official confirmation of the 
executions. 

Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Tomi Ikimi. speaking from 
the Commonwealth summit 
in Auckland, said meanwhile 
that his country's suspension 
was unfair, unjustified and 
could "threaten the very ex- 
istence of the Common- 
wealth ” 

The nine, who won- 
hnimed on Frid.iv Im the 


killings of four people in May 
last year, were ail members 
of the minority Ogoni peo- 
ple. winch lives in an oil-rich 
area of southeastern Nigeria. 

Saro-Wiwa and his co- 
defendants said they were 
framed for political reasons, 
and blamed the killings on 
government soldiers. 

The executions, which fol- 
lowed a trial in a special 
military court, have focused 
international attention on the 
Ogonis* opposition to the ex- 
ploitation of their homeland 
by international oil com- 
panies. notably Shell. 

The hangings were carried 
nut as Cnmmonwcalrh lead- 
ers were meeting in New 
Zealand for a summit, and 
ihe body instantly reacted hy 
suspending Nigeria from 
membership for two years, 
with the country's continued 
membership conditional on 
an improvement in its human 
rights record. 

South Alriea. which inttul- 
ly urged “constructive dia- 
logue" wuh the regime in 
Abuja . reacted to the execu- 
tions hy pushing for Nigeria’s 
suspension, and by recalling 
us ambassador. 

Both the United States and 
the DU commies have also 
withdrawn their envoys from 
Abuja. 

Meanwhile Shell, which 
has been pul on the defensive 
by the executions, on Mon- 
day denied reports that it was 
delaying a $4 billion natural 
gas deal with Nigeria. 

A statement released in 
I. uni Ion said the company 
had no plans to freeze or stop 
operations in Nigeria. 


However, j Shell U.K. 
spokesman said that if the 
international community de- 
clared an embargo on Nige- 
rian oil. "We will ohev the 
law." Shell pumps some 40 
per cent of Nigeria's oil out- 
put. 

Some I Oft demonstrators 
also protested the executions 
outside the German offices of 
Shell, accusing the company 
of not using its influence on 
Nigeria's military govern- 
ment and calling for a boycott 
of its products. 

Among other reactions on 
Monday, the inter- African 
Union for Human Rights de- 
nounced the hangings as 
"outrageous." 

The organisation, which 
groups 3.X African human 
riehrs movements, demanded 
that Nigeria respect human 
rights and allow the democra- 
tic process to take its course. 

A reaction which was ex- 
pected to cause more pain to 
this soccer-mad nation was a 
decision hy the South African 
sports ministry to bun Nigeria 
from the Four Nations Cup 
tournament, which starts its 
showcase content on Satur- 
day. 

There was even a call for 
Miss Nigeria. Toyin Raji. to 
be expelled from 5nrurday’s 
Miss World contest at the 
Sun City, resort west of 
Johannesburg. 

Not all countries were in 
favour of taking a hard line 
however. 

The state-controlled media 
in Ghana, another West Afri- 
can country , urged rhe inter- 
national community to use 
diplomacy rather than isola- 
tion in secure democratic re- 
forms m Nicer i,|. 
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Japan police 
rugby side 
mobilised for 


Clinton jog 


OSAKA. Japan (R) 

Japanese police have!, 
mobilised one of theS! 
rugby union teams to keep: 
up with V.S. President Bill- ... J1W t 

Clinton and South Korean. the 

President Kim Young-Sanu C? Nablus 


6 ouwi . ojjv ■ l *)T „ 

when they go jogging at; & < ^oad 
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this weekend's APEC 

mit. A police spokesman : §0^, 
told Reuters Monday abouL 
3(1 members of the Osaka 
police rugby side would, 
accompany Mr. Clintooi. 
and Mr. Kim during their-; 
early morning runs.- The- 
team is one of the best club; 

>ides in Japan, winning the'- 1 
Osaka title 30 times since: 

1045. most recently in 
1992. Japanese security 
officials, unused to having: 
to run to keep up with their- 
leaders, were in a quandry: 
aboui how to protect the, 
two avid joggers until they , 
hit on the idea of drafting 
in the rughv team. Me. 
C/inton and Mr. Kim are 
the only two leaders of tte: 

1 8- me m be r Asia- Paci fic' 
Economic Cooperation* 
(APEC) Forum who go onj 
regular early morning jogs..- 
“We'll be able to keep up- 
but we're still working out. 
what jerseys to wear." said; 
one officer from the Osaka! 

First Riot Police Battalion,.?-. 
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11 -year-old drives 
at 200 kph in 
. Germany 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP)" 
— Police had to set up a 
roadblock to stop an II- 
y ear-old driving nearly 200 
kilometres per hour (120 
mpb) on a highway in 
southwest Germany. The 
driver was riding with rwo 
boys aged 10. They were 
all slightly injured when 
the car hit the roadblock 
while trying to avoid it. 
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8 nations to 
honour John 
Lennon on stamps 


jAral) names are going 
action wit! 
feeuikdyaostooppv 
team beta Nov. ! 
■riff fir VS genei 
\va61} till beam ■ 
loafiizossions on lei 
1 Dr Abdul Meet 
35 . The diplo’n 
« will be cc 
tafoArab members 
M Scanty Coum 
wteflithe Organisati 
rfkUumc Conferer 
j»feOrpnisation of A: 
3* On. and non-aligr 
mat 


LOS ANGELES (R) — . 
Eight countries plan to. 
issue postage stamps hon- 
ouring John Lennon on 
Dec. S, the 15th anniver- 
sary of the former BentleY 
murder. The colourful 
stamps from such exotic 
locales as Ghana, 
Nicaragua, Mali and the 
Maldives will be unveiled 
at a ceremony in New York 
on that date, the firm coor- 
dinating the issues said. 
Sunday. A quarter-century 
after their bitter break-up,; 
interest in the “fab four" is 
bigger than ever. Their 
label. Capitol Records, is 
releasing an anthology of 
previously unreleased 
songs this month, which 
will be complemented by a 
six-hour documentary. 
Many magazines are run- . 
ning cover stories on tbe ; : 
fab four, and Sony Corp." 
Lost week snapped up thc- 
Beatles copyrights by;' 
forming a joint music pub--' 
fishing venture with their 
owner. Michael Jackson. 
New York-based Inter- 
Governmental Philatelic 1 ; 
Corp.. which provides phi-* 
la relic services for more?; 
than 65 mostly small cotm=! 
tries around the world,: 
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hopes some of the L Al *E S 

will help its “John Lennoti iVl* top 


help its “John Lennoti 
World Postal Salute." JtSi; 
stamps depict Lennon ioaif 
phases of his fife, from : 
Palau's version of Lennon v 
in 1961 to Ghana’s repre- 


»?ui 10 unanas regnr ^ fCwP'Prerhp atr 

sentation of him the year be.; f ni ]j n c ° Urt ; j, 


was gunned down. Other 
countries participating: ib:. 
*he project are ■ 

Amiguu/Barbiida, Guyana;, 
and Azerbaijan. Lennon's 
widow, .Yoko Ohff.“ 

reviewed and selected tber 
designs, the company said/^j 
These stamps are not the 
first time Lennon has been 
immortalised 
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world’s postal authorities:^^’ 75 19- 

Australia, Britain and the bo Un !! h( 

former West Germany hamr^ ^ of ^ * 
all issued Lennon stamps. 





